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PARADISE rOST. 

BOOK V. 



Mobbing approaelied, Eve relates to Adam her fmrablesome 
dre^m, he likes it not, ^et comforU her: they come forth to 
their day labours: thek moramg hymn at the door of their 
bower Goc, to render man inexcnsable, aenda Raphsel to 
aJmonish 'iim of bis obedience, of his free estnte, of his 
eni.mj near at hand, who be is, and why Mb enemy, and 
^hnte^er else may nviul Adnm to know. Saphuel comes 
djwn to paradise! bis appearance described, bis coming 
di9eemed by Adam afar off. Billing at tte door of his 
boner, he goes out to meet him, brings him to his lodge, 
entertains him with the choioest fruits of paradise got toge- 
ther bv Lyo their dieconrse at table: Raphael peiforms 
hiB meisage, minds Adam of bis state, and of his enemy ; 
relates, at Adam's request, who that enemy is, and how he 
came to be so, beginning from his flrst revolt hi heaven, and 
tlie occasion thereof; bow ha drew bis legions after him to 
the parts of the north, and thei'e incited them to rebel with 
him; persuading all but only Abdiel a seraph, who in ar- 
gument dissuades and opposes him, then forsakes him. 

Now mora, her rosy steps ia th' eastern clime 
Advancing, Bow'd the earth with orient pearl, 

1 rosj sfejis] Qnintos Smymffius applies the eithet, jioSoa- 
^pof to Aurora, v. Lib. i. 137. A. D'jce. 

2 sow'd\ 'Ambo de comis calorem, et ambo radios come- 
ran*.' See AnDid. Zoi. vol. i. p. 8, ed. liurra. Avieni, Orb. 
Desc. yer. 680, and Fragm. in Aristot. Toet. 

SjTcijXJV i3!0fcriffraii Slji-ja. Vjitoii. 

VOL, II. 1 
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2 PAKADISE LOST. 

Wteii Adam wak'd, so cusfom'd, for his sleep 
Was aery light, from pure digestion bred, [sound 
And temperate vapours bland, which th' only 
Of leaves and fuming rilla, Aurora's fan, a 

Lightly dispers'd, and the ehriD matin song 
Of birds on every bough : so much the more 
His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 
With tresses discompos'd and glowing check, m 
As through unquiet rest : he, on his side 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beauly, which, whether waking or asleep, 
Shot forth pecuhar graces : then with voice 's 
Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes. 
Her hand soft touching, whisper'd thus : Awake, 

6 obJj] For ' alone.' Spens. F. Q. v. si. 30, 
'As if Uia on/j sound thereof she fear'd.' 
'/umms] T- Luecetii. hb. vi. Virg. Gao. ii. 217. 
ifan] Sylvester's Du Baitas, p. lis. 
' Calls forth the winds. Oli Heaven's /rejfe /out, quoth he;' 

Aurora's usher with liis windy fan 
Gently to shake the woods on every side.' 
' mttiia] Ywg. Mn. viii. 466. 

' Et iBOfirfini Yoloccum sub oulmine caittm.' NeteUm. 
"otraie] See Chaucer's Canterbury Teles, ver. 10012. 
(Marchant'a Tale.) 

' Rise up, my wif, my love, niy lady free, 
The turtle's vois is heard, myn owen swetel 
The -niiitec is gon, ivlth all ins rallies wtle \ 
Come forth no^Vj' &i;. 
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My fairest, my espous'd, my latest found, 
Heaven's last best gift, my ever new delight, 
Awake, the morning shines, and the fresh field m 
Calls us ; we lose the prime, to mark how spring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 
"What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 
How nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet. ss 

Such whisp'ring wak'd her, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake. 

sole in whom my thoughts find all repose. 
My glory, my perfection, glad I see 
Thy face, and mom return'd ; for I this night, » 
Such night till this I never pass'd, have dream'd. 
If dream'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day pass'd, or morrow's next design, 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irksome night : methonght » 
Close at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine : it said, 
Why sleep'st thou Eve ? now is Jhe pleasant time, 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night- warbling bird, that now awake " 
Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song ; now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more plefcing Hght 

5« balmy reed] euoJ/^rii koJjijiOIo. v, Dioiiysii Gcog, 
ver. 93V. 

«i f la] In the otlier passages, where the song of the night 
ingale is described, the bird is of the feminine gender; v. iii. 
iO. iT. 602. vii. 436. Mwloti. 
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Y sets off the face of things ; in vain, 
If none regard : heaven wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold hut thee, nature's desire, « 

lu whose sight aU things joy, witJi ravishment 
Attracted hy thy heauty slill to gaze. 
I rose as at thy dU, but found thee not 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And on, methougUt, alone I pass'd through ways su 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd, 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And as I wond'ring look'd, beside it stood 
One shap'd and wing'd like one of those from heaven 
By us oft seen ; his dewy locks distill'd ^ 

Ambrosia ; on that tree he also gSz'd ; 
And fair plant, said he, with fruit surebarg'd, 
Deigns none lo ease thy load and taste thy sweet, 
Nor God, nor man; is knowledge so despis'd? eo 
Or envy, or what reserve forbids to taste ? 
Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 
Longer thy offer'd good ; why else set here ? 
This smd, he paus'd not, but with vent'rous arm 
He plucked, he tasted ; me damp horror ehill'd «5 
At such bold words vouch'd with a deed so bold. 
But he thus overjoy'd : O fruit divine, 

« wakes] G. Fletcher's Christ's Victorie, p. 1. sU 7S. 

' Heareo awakened all his eyes.' Todd, 
ei AnAroeia] Virg. ^n. i. 403. 

'Ambrosiaiqiie comse divimun vedJcO odorom 
Spiravere.' Mame. 
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Sweet of thyself, but mucli more sweet thus 

cropp'd, 
Forbidden here, it seema, as only fit 
For gods, yet able to make gods of men ; ™ 

And why not goda of men, since good, the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 
The author not impair'd, but honour'd more ? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 
Partake thou also ; happy though thou art, n 
Happier thou may'st he, worthier canst not he : 
Taste this, and be henceforth among the gods 
Thyself a goddess, not to earth confin'd, 
But Eometimes in the air, as we, sometimes 
Ascend to heaven, by merit thine, and see so 

"Wliat life the goda live there, and such live thou. 
So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Even to my mouth of that same fruit held part 
"Which he had pluck'd ; the pleasant savoury smell 
So quicken'd appetite, that I, methought, bs 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds 
"With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outstrefeli'd immense, a prospect wide 
And various : wond'ring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation, suddenly so 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, sunk down, 
And fell asleep : but how glad I wak'd 

1 ffood] ' Ista iiaturo est boni, 

Comiaunioari gauclet, et mnltis sno 
Prodesse frnotu. Nemo participi carens 
Vivit heatus,' Grotii Adamiu Exevl. p. 2S. 
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To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her niglit 
Related, and thus Adam answer'd sad. 

Best image of myself and dearer half, « 

The trouble of tby ttoughts this night in sleep 
Affects me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil sprung I fear : 
Tet evil whence ? in. thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the soul im 

Are many lesser faculties tliat serve 
Reason as chief: among these fancy next 
Her ofiice holds ; of all externtJ things, 
Which the five watchful senses represent^ 
She forms imaginations, aery sliapea, "» 

Which reason joining, or disjoming, frames 
All what we afBrm, or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell when nature rests. 
Ofl in her absence mimic fancy wakes "n 

To imitate her; but, misjoining shapes. 
Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams, 
111 matching words and deeds long pa^t or late- 
Some such resemblances metbinks I find 
Of our la^t evening's talk in this thy dream, "s 
But with addition, strange ; yet be not sad : 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
Msij come and go, so unapprov'd, and leave 

SS msM\ for tko "dreams of night." v. S. Ital. iii. 21B. 

' Promissa erolvit sonmi, nocfcmjue retraotat.' Rume. 
m God] God liere signiliei ' an<^l.' See ver. 69 and 70. 
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No spot or blame beliind ; which gives me tope 
That what in a!eep thou didst abhor to dream, lai 
Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 
Be not dishearten'd then, nor cloud those looks 
That wont to be more cheerful and serene 
Than when fair morning first smiles on the world ; 
And let us to our fresh employments rise, 's 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers, 
That open now their choicest bosom'd smells, 
Eeserv'd from night, and kept for thee in store. 

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd ; 
But silently a gentle tear let fall "so 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her h^r : 
Two otier precious drops that ready stood, 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 
Kiss'd as the gracious signs of sweet remorse, . 
And pious awe that fear'd to have offended. iss 

So all was clear'd, and to the field they haste. 
Eat first, from under shady ai'horous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of dayspring and the sun, who, scarce uprisen 
With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean brim, "o 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 
Discovering in wide landscape all the east 
Of paradise and Eden's happy plains, 
3>>wly they bow'd adoring, and began 

127 Sojoni'dj ' Bosom.' BenS. MS, 

1" roofl In Milton'a own cdidon, a comma stands after 
'roof,' which Tickell, Fenton, Bsntloy folIon-Eil. Pcarce 
proporly corrected, if. 
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Their orisons, each morning duly paid us 

In various style ; for neitlier various style 
. Nor boly rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronouno'd or sung 
Unmeditated, such prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or numerous verse. 
More tuneable than needed lute or harp isi 

To add more Sweetness ; and they thus began. 

These are thy glorious works, Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, 
Thu3 wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then I 
Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these heavens, iss 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine. 
Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, «o 
Angels, for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night, 
Circle bis throne rejoicing, ye in heaven. 
On earili join all ye creatures to extol m 

Him first, him last, bim midst^ and without end. 
Fairest of stars, last in the train <ff nighl^ 
ff better thou belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere 
WMle day arises, that sweet hour of prime. ira 

IM nameroas] ' To ent«r David's timaerom fane.' 

Stmdij' » Psolms ; Ded. 
ISO Faii-eii] Horn. IL ssii, 318. and Oy. Met. ii. lU. 

Ifewltm, 
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Tliou sun, of this great world both eye and soul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater, sound his praise 
In tiy eternal course, both when thou clim'st' 
And when high noon hast gain'd, and when thou 
fall'st. 1" 

Moon, that now meet'st the orient sun, now fly'st, 
With the fis'd slars, fix'd in their orb that flies, 
And ye five other wand'ring flres that move 
Iq mystic dance not without song, resound 
His praise, who out of darkness call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements the eldest birth iso 

Of nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
And nourish all things, let your ceaseless change 
Vary to our great Maker slill new praise. 
Ye misfs and exhaJations that now rise is 

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or gray, 
Till the sun paint your fleecy skirls with gold, 
In honour to the world's great author rise. 
Whether to deck with clouds the uncolour'd sky, 
Or wet the thirsty earth with felling showers, i™ 
Rising or falling still advance his praise. 
His praise, ye winds that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tops^ye pines. 
With every plant, in sign of worship wave. 

3"/Fe] 'Vecdm elaam quinqas slfillae, qura vulgo mga 
nuncupantur.' 

■c. Apul. de Deo Socratii, ed, DelpH. toI. ii. p. 656. 

1*1 quatemion] Heywood's Hier. p. 193. 

' What temiiHii and classes be 
In the o^eslial Meraicbie.' 
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10 PARADISE LOST. 

Fountains and ye ttat warble, as ye flow, ire 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune bis praise : 

Join Toices, all ye living soula, ye birds, 

Tliat singing up to heaven-gate ascend, 

Bear on your wings and ia your notes his praise ; 

Te that in waters glide, and ye that walk sm 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep ; 

Witness if I be silent, mom or even, 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or fresh shade, 

Made Toeal by my song, and taught his praise. 

HaH universal Lord, be bounteous still sos 

To give us only good ; and if the night 

Have gather'd aught of evil, or conccal'd. 

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent, and lo their thoughta 
Firm peace recover'd sqon and wonted calm, sio 
On to tlieir morning's rural work they haste. 
Among sweet dews and flowers, where any row 
Of fruit-trees overwoody reacli'd too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitless embraces; or they led the vine «» 

To wed her elm ; she spous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r, th' adopted dusters, to adorn 

19B heanen-gate] So in Cymbeline, not ii. sa, 3. 
^Hark! liark, the lark at Aeoven^s^o^ slugs.* ^^einton, 
a™ Te that] How Knild the fisli witneaa ? Benll. M8. 
SW gimj Jiot unlike the Prnjer of Ciytajmnostra in Soph. 
Elect. 646. A. Ik/ce. 
M man-injaiWel See Apulci Apolog. p. S40. ed- Deiph- 
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BOOK V. 11 

His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd heheld 

With pity heaven's high King, and to hizn call'd 

Raphael, the sociable spirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and secur'd 

TTia marriage with the seventimes-wedded maid. 

Kaphael, said he, thou tear'st what stir on earth 
Satan, from hell scap'd through the darksome gulf, 
Hath rais'd in paradise, and how disturb'd b« 

This night the human pair; how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind : 
Gfo therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade lai 
Thou find'st him from the heat of noon retir'd. 
To respit his day-labour with repast. 
Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on. 
As may advise him of his happy state, 
Happiness in his power left free to will, m* 

Left to his own free iviil, his will though free. 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
He swerve not too secure ; t«U him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
Late fall'n himself from heaven, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like state of bliss ; 
By violence ? no ; for that shall be withstood, 
But by deceit and lies ; this let him know, 
Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewam'd. 245 

So spake th' eternal Father, andfulflll'd 
All justice : nor delay'd the winged saint 
After his charge receiv'd ; but from among 
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12 PARADISE LOST, 

Thousand celestial ardours, where he stood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, upspringing light 
Flew through the midst of heaven ; tli' ajigelic 
choirs, ESI 

On each hand parting, to his speed gave way- 
Through all Ih' empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of heaven arriv'd, the gate self-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work sm 

Divine the sov'reign Architect had fram'd. 
From hence, no cloud, or, to ohstruct his sight, 
Star interpos'd, however small he sees, 
Sot unconform to other shining globes, 
Earth and the garden of God, with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills : as when by night the glass mi 
Of Galileo, less assur'd, observes 
Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot from amidst the Cyclades 
Delos, or Samos, first appearing kens sss 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 
He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wmg 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
"Winnows the buxom air ; till within soar sto 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 
A phosnix, gaz'd by all, as that sole bird, 
When, to inshrine his reliques in the sun's 

w ardrmrs] ' ardouia,' mean tho ' soraphlm.' It is one of 
the words used by Dante for nngels. Todd. 
2W prone] Virg. Jin. It. 263. 

' Toto prjBcepa se corpore ad undas 
Mis it.' jVen'ton. 
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BOOK T. 13 

Bright temple, to Egyptfeii Thebes he flies. 
At once on th' eastern cliff of paradise srs 

He lights, and to his proper shape returns 
A seraph wing'd : six wings he wore, f o shade 
IBs lineaments divine ; the pitir tliat clad 
Each shoulder broad came mantling o'er Ins breast 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair ebo 

Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colours dipp'd in heaven ; the thii'd his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail 
Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia's son he stood, =» 

2:t Hiade] Statii. Si!v. iii, 4. 30. 

' Ex hnmeris anllse fulgentitius, omS?™.' 
261 slarrg zone] Compnre Maiino's SI. of tlie Innocenls, 
p. BO, St. xcvi. describing aji snge!. 

' When in oelestiHl colours art contonds 
WiOi azme gold, and white with purest red. 
For skirts girt at the wsste, then eacli depends 
Loosely, nor farther than the knees are spread. 
■Which, lest tby waving he too much display' d, 
A golden clasp restrains, with gems inlay'd. 
Extended on his siiiiiing back a pair 
Of ample wings their glorious colours show ; 
Most choice perfumes enricli his curling liair, 
And to the mr the grace&l tresses flow,' See. 
885 job] See Danta, □. Purg. c. 8. 

' E vidi uscir dell' alto, e scender glue 
Du' Angeli con due spade affocate, 

Verdi, come fogUette pur mo nate, 
Erano 'n veste, che da verdi penne 
Pereosse trafn dietro e ventilate. 
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14 PAKADISE LOST. 

Andshook his plumes, that heavenlyfragrancefiU'd 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the hands 
Of angels under watch ; and to his state, sss 

And to his message high, in honour rise ; 
For on some message high they guess'd him bound. 
Their glittering tents he pass'd, and now is come 
Into the blissful field, through groves of myrrh, 
And flow'ring odors, cassia, nard, and halm ; 
A wilderness of sweets ; for nature here 
Wanlon'd as in her prime, and play'd at will sm 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 
"Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 
Him through the spicy forest onward come 
Adam discern'd, as in the door he sat 
Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun am 
Shot down direct his fervid rays, to warm [needs ; 
Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam 
And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 
For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 
True appetite, and not disrelish thirst aos 

Of nectarous draughts between, from milky stream, 
Berry, or grape ; to whom thus Adam call'd. 

Haste hither, Eve, and worth thy sight behold 

EM siooi] Sannaz de Tartu Virg. i. 107. 

' ingentes expUcat nlas 

Ac tectis late msu^^wn di^ia^t odoretn.^ 
and FaMiix'a Taeso, lib. i. st. H. JVeiMoB. TaiL 

««« mtitj stream] v. Apulei Metrnn. i. p. 27, ed. Delph. 
'En, inqunm, esplers lalke font«i hcleo.' 
Bcminionfs Tsyohe, o. iii. st. 66. 

' Ani from the milkie sJiore of the nest spring I ' 
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BOOK T. 16 

Eastward tynong those trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving, seems another mom am 
Ris'ii on mid-noon; somegreat behest from heaven 
To U3 perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day lo be our guest. But go with speed. 
And what thy stores contain bring forfh, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honour and receive ais 

Our heavenly stranger; well we may afford 
Our givers fheir-own gifts, and large bestow 
From large bestow'd, where nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd'ning grows 
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare, sso 
To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's haliow'd 
mould, 
Of God inspir'd, small store will serve, where store 
Ail seasons ripe for use hangs on the stalk ; 
Save what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes. ^ 
But I win haste, and fi-om each bough and brake, 
Each plant and juiciest gourd, wiU pluck such 
To entertain our ange! guest, as he [choice 

Beholding shall confess, that here on earth 
God hath dispens'd his bounties as in heaven. »m 

»» ichat} See Dante, 11 Pnrgatorio, C. xii. 

' Vedl oolit nn' Angel, ehe s' appresta 

Md mom] See Ciasliaw'B Delights, p. 52. 

' Who's this that comes arched in tnyes that acorn 
Acquajntanee with the Sim ? VT'lial teccwi mora 
At middaj) opes a presence ? ' 
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16 PAKADISE LOST. 

So saying, with dispatcbfu! looks in haafe 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best, 
"What order, so contriv'd as not to mix 
Tasl«8, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring »> 
Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever earth, all-beariag mother, yields 
In India east or west, or middle shore. 
In Pontus, or the Punic coast, or where mo 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat, 
Eoiigh, or smooth rin'd, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand : for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meathes aw 
From many aberry, and from sweet kernels press"d 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure; then strews iJie ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfum'd. 
Mean while om" primitive great sire, to meet sso 
His god-like guest, walks forth, without more train 
Accompany'd than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himself was all his state. 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long bh 

MS cfcBce (0 choose] So P. L. viii. ISO. ' more molioii.' ix. 

289. ' thoughts misthonght,' si. 42T. ' sinned ein.' Neicbm. 

ws Efss((a]Thesljelloftiiefruite. Sea Book iy. ver. 335. 

Still as tliey thirsted, Booop the briinming atream.' 



=db, Google 



BOOK V. 17 

Of horses led and grooms besmear'd with gold 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Kearer his presence Adam, ftough not aw'd, 
Yet with suhmiss approach and reverence meek, 
As to a superior nature, bowing low, aw 

Thus said. Native of heaven, for other place 
None can than heaven such glorious shape contain, 
Since by descending from the thrones above, 
Those happy places thou hast deign'd a while 
To want, and honour tliese, vouchsafe with us aos 
Two only, who yet by soy'reign ^ possess 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
To rest, and what the gai-den choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline. am 

Whom thus the angelic Virtue aAswer'd mild. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though spirits of heaven, 
To visit tliee : lead on then where thy bower m 
O'ershades ; for these mid-hours, till ev'ning rise, 
I have at will. So to the sylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smil'd 
"With flow'rets deck'd and fragrant smells : but Eve 
Undeck'd, save with her self, more lovely fair m 
Than wood-nymph, or the fairest goddess feign'd 
Of three that in Mount Ida naked strove, 

E3a beemear'd] Hor. Od. iT. 9. 14. 
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Stood to entertain her guest from teaven ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought iafirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the angel Hail ass 
Eestow'd, the holy salutation us'd 
Long after to blest Mary, second Eve. 

Hail, mother of mankind, whose fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons, 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God sw 
Have heap'd this table. Eais'd of grassy turf 
Their table was, and mossy seats had round. 
And on her ample square from side to side 
All autumn pil'd, though spring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while discourse they hold, 
No fear lest dinner cool, when thus began 
Our author. Heavenly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties which our Nourisher, from whom 
All perfect good unmeasur'd out descends, 
To as for food and for deUght hath caus'd m 

The earth to yield ; unsavoury food, perhaps, 
To spiritual natures : only this I know, 
That one celestial Father gives to all. 

To whom the angcL Therefore what he gives, 
Whose praise be ever sung, to man in part m 
Spiritual, may of purest spirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and ibod alike those pure 
Intelligential substances require, 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty *:o 

Of sense, whereby thcyhear, see, smell, touch, lasl«, 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate. 
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BOOK V. 19 

And corporeal lo incorporeal turn. 

For know, whafever was created needs 

To be s«8tain'd and fed ; of elements <" 

The grosser feeds the piirer ; earth the sea ; 

Earth and the sea feed air ; the air those fires 

Ethereal; and aa lowest first the moon; 

Whence in her visage round those spots, unpiu^'d 

Vapours not yet into her substance turn'd. «o 

Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 

From her moist continent to higher orbs. 

TJie sun, that light imparts to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompence 

la humid exhalations, and at even fss 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heaven the trees 

Of life ambrosial Iruitage bear, and vines 

Yield nectar ; tho' from off the boughs each morn 

Wc brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain ; yet God hath here iso 

Vai'ied his bounty so with new delights, 

As may compare with heaven ; and to taste 

Think not I shall be nice. So down they sat, 

And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 

The angel, nor in mist, the e 



M2 mast] Mmino's SI. of the lanocents, lib. ii. st, xcv. 

' From Ilia cold IVost of that molttofbc secure.' 
In Hamlet, act i. b. 1. the moon is called ' iRouf star.' 

Todd. 
IM Svpa] LovelHce'a Post. Poema, p. IE. 

' The sun siip» with tlie deep.' Todd. 
*^ Ireee] See Merriik's Triphiodorus, ver. 253. 
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20 PAKAOISE LOST. 

Of tlieologians, but with keen clispatcli 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate : what redounds, transpires 

TLrough spirits with ease ; nor wonder ; if by Are 

Of sooty coal the empyric alchymist *«• 

Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold 

As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 

Minister'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crown'd. innocence «j 

Deserving paradise ! if ever, then, 

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 

Enamour'd at that sight ; but in those hearts 

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injur'd lover's hell. t^ 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had 
suffic'd, 
Not burdcn'd nature, sndden mind arose 
In Adam, not to let th' occasion pass, 
Given him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above bis world, and of their being vs 
Who dwell in heaven, whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far; whose radiant forms, 
Divine effulgence, whose high power so far 
Exceeded human; and his wary speech 
Thus to th' empyreal minister ho fram'd. ie» 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man, 

«s mine] ' Minf SeiUl. 3IS. 

m He] Tickell, Fenton, Bentlj-, read ' this' oonuptly. 
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BOOK V. 21 

Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsaf d 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste, 
Food not of angels, yet accepted so, <(» 

As that more willingly thou could'st not seem 
At heaven's high feasts to have fed : yet what 
compare ? 
To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
Adam, one Almi^ty is, from whom 
All tlungs proceed, and up to him return, ct 

If not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter all, 
Indu'd with various forms, various degrees 
Of siibstanee, and, in things that live, of hfe ; 
But more rcfin'd, more spirituous, and pure, «' 
As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending, 
Each in their several active spheres assign'd. 
Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 
Springs lighter the green stalk, from thence the 

leaves sso 

More aery, last the bright consummate fiower 
Spirits odorous breathes ; flowers and their fruit, 
Man's nourishment, by gradual scale sublim'd. 
To vital spirits aspire, to animal. 
To intellectual, give both life and sense, sss 

Fancy and understanding ; whence the soul 
Ecason receives, and reason is her being, 
Discursive or intuitive ; discourse 

^e^odiBws] So Marino's SI. of the Inn. by T. E. p. 60. 
' The hills, and dales tlial plants oiloroua boro.' Todd, 
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Is oftest yours, tlie latter most is ours, 

Differing but in degree, of kind the same. «" 

Wonder not then, what God for you saw good 

If I refuse not, but convert, as you, 

To proper substance ; time may come, when men 

With angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare : *» 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 

Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit, 

Improv'd by tract of time, and wing'd ascend 

Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heavenly paradises dwell ; ™o 

If ye be found obedient, and I'etain 

Unalterably firm his love entire, 

Whose progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 

Tour fill what happiness this happy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. w> 

To whom the patriarch of mankind reply'd, 
favourable spirit, propitious guest, 
Well hast ttou taught tie way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set 
From center to circumference, whereon sii 

In contemplation of created things 
By steps we may ascend to God. But say, 
What meant that caution join'd, if ye be found 
Obedient ? Can we want obedience then 
To him, or possibly his love desert, sa 

Who form'd us from the dust and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmost measure of what bhss 
Human desires can seek or apprehend ? 
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To whom the niigcl. Son of heav'n and earth 
Attend ; that thou art happy, owe to God ; 5!o 
That thou eontinu'st such, owe to thyself. 
That is, to thy obedience ; iiiereia stand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to persevere i» 

He left it ia thy power, ordain'd tliy will 
By nature free, not over-ruVd by fate 
laextricable, or strict necessity : 
Our voluntary service he requires. 
Not our necessitated, such with him sx 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can. hearts, not free, be try'd whether they serve 
Willing or no, who will but what they must 
By destiny, and can no other choose ? 
My self and all th' angelic host, that stand sss 
In sight of God enthron'd, our happy state 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds; 
On other surety none ; freely we serve. 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not ; in this we stand or fall, wo 

And some are fall'n, to disobedience fall'n. 
And so from heaven to deepest hell ; O fall 
From what high state of bliss into what woe! 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, =« 

Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighbouring hills 
Aereal music send : nor knew I not 
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24 TAEADISE LOST. 

To be both will and deed ereatod free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love sm 

Our maker, and obey Bim. whose conunand 
Single is jet so just, my constant thoughts 
Assur'd me, and still assure ; though what thou tell'st 
Hath past in heav'n, some doubt within me move, 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, ks 

The full relation, which must needs be strange. 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 
Hath finish'd half his journey, and scarce begins 
His other Jialf in the great zone of heaven. s»> 

Thus Adam made request, and JRaphael, 
After short pause, assenting thus began. 

High matter thou enjoin'st me, prime of men, 
Sad task and hard ; for how shall I relate 
To human sense th' invisible exploits sis 

Of warring spirits ? how without remorse 
The ruin of so many, glorious once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of anotlier world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good, m 

This is dispens'd, and what surmounts the reach 
Of human sense I shall delineate so, 
By lik'ning sph-itual to corporal forms, 
As may express them best ; though wliat if earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven ; and things therein 
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought ? 
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COOK V. 25 

As yet this world waa not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where these heavens now roll, where earth 

Upon her center pois'd, when on a day, 

For time, though in eternity, apply'd sen 

To mofion, measures all things durable 

By present, past, and future ; on such day [host 

As heav'n's great year brings forth, th' empyreal 

Of angels, hy imperial summous call'd, 

Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne ^^ 

Forthwith from all the ends of heaven appear'd ; 

Under their hierarchs in orders bright 

Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advane'd, 

Standards and gonfalons twist van and rear 

Stream in the air, and for dislinction serve =«> 

Of hierarchies, of oi-ders, and degrees : 

Or in their glittering tissues bear imblaz'd 

Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 

Eecorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, sss 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite, 

By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 

Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 

Brightness had made invisible, thus spake. 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, wo 

Thrones, Dominations, Priacedoms, Virtues, 
Powers, 

sra poii'd] Ov. Met. i, 13. ' Tonaeribus librata suis.' 

jVewtot. 
Wi rJiroBEs] 'By all Hie Tliroaes, aai Domm.ition!, Vir- 
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Hear my decree, wliich unre¥ok'd shall ataiiil. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy liill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now hehold mj 

At my right hand ; your head I liirn appoint ; 
And by my Self have sworn to him shall bow 
All knees in heaven, and shall confess him Lord. 
Under hia great vice-gerent reign abide 
United, as one individual soul, eio 

For ever happy : him who disobeys, 
Me disobeys, breaks union, and, that day 
Cast out from God and blessed vision, fidls 
Into utter darkness, deep ingulf d, bis place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. «s 

So spake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All scem'd well pleas'd ; all seem'd, but were not aU. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
In song and danee about the sacred hill. 
Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere "m 
Of planets and of fis'd in all her wheels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 
Then most, when most irregular fhey seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine lai 

So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Listens delighted. Ev'ning now approach'd, 

tnes, and Powers, and mighty hiernrcliiea.' Sea Stafford's 
AWe dissoh'd into a Mlus, 1611, p. 17. See also Greene's 
Hist, of Friat Bacon, p. 36 ; and Sir. Lindsay's Works, ed. 
Chalmers, vol. i. p. 21S — 6. 
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For we have also our ev'uing and our morn, 
We ours for change delectable, not need, 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn eao 
Desirous ; all in cireles as they stood, 
Tables are set, and on a sudden pil'd 
With angels food, and rubied nectar flows, 
In pearl, in. diamond, and massy gold ; 
ITruit of delicious vines, the growth of heaven, ess 
On flowers repos'd and with fresh flowrets crown'd, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Quafi' immortality and joy, secure 
Of surfeit where full measure only bounds 
Excess, before th' all-bounteous King, who shower'd 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. mi 

Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount of God, whence light and 
shade [changed 

Spring both, the face of brightest heaven had 
To grateful twilight, for night comes not there «s 
In darker veil, and roseate dews dispos'd 
All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest, 
Wide over all the pl^n, and wider far 

«33 rtitkd] Nectac of ths colour of rubies. Horn. D, six. 
SB, vinTap ipv9p6v, JVeioion. 
'SI In the first ed. the passage stood thus: 
' They eat, thej driok, and with refection sweet 
Aro filled, before the all-botmteous King,' &e. 

Ifeuiloa, 
W2 o?Bij-osifl;] Horn. B. ii, 67. 'kji^poabp} St6, vvktu. 

Neiclon. 
Me rostniel roscld. Beitll MS. 
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Than all this globous earth in plain out spread, 
Such are the conrls of God, Ih' angelic throng «o 
Dispers'd in bands and files their camp extend 
By living streams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberless and sudden rear'd, 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept [course 
Fann'd with cool winds, save those who in their 
Melodious hymns about the sov'reign throne 
Alternate all night long. But not so wak'd 
Satan, so call him now, his former name 
la heard no more in heaven ; he of the first, 
K not the first arch-angel, great in power, m 
In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy against the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
Messiah King smointed, could not bear [pair'd. 
Thro' pride that sight, and thought himself im- 
Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain, 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour, 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resoly'd 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
TJnworship'd, unobey'd, the throne supreme, "o 
Contemptuous, and his next subordinate 
Awak'ning, lliua to him in secret spake. [close 
Sleep'st thou, companion dear, what sleep can 
Thy eyelids? and remember'st what decree 

840 jfoSoia earlhl So in the Doctrine of Divorce, p. 208, ed. 
Bumct, ' Circling upwards oiui mfiko from the gbby sea 
whereon she sCon^.' 

67B Sleep'si thoii\ See Nonni Dionjsiacji, lil). ssis. t. S28. 



=db, Google 



isooK V, 29 

Of yeatei'day so late hath past the lips era 

Of heav'n'a Almighty ? Thou to me tliy thoiighla 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to haparfc : 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent ? new laws thou see'at impos'd ; 
New laws from him who reignsnew minds may raise 
In us who serve, new counsels, to dehate <bi 

What douhtful may ensue ; more iu this place 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 
Of all those myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them, that by command, ei'e yet dim night sbj 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste, 
And all who under me their baiinere wave, 
Homeward with flying march, where we possess 
The quarters of the north, there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King em 

The great Messiali, and his new commands; 
Who speedily through all the liierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws. 

So spake the false arch-angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary breast «» 

Of his associate ; he together calls. 
Or several one by one, the regent powers, 
Under him regent, tells, as he was taught, 
That, the Most High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had disincumber'd heaven, mi 
The great hierarchal standard was to move ; 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity: but all obcy'd 



=db, Google 
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Tlie wonted sigaal, and superior voice 'le 

Of their great potentate; for great indeed 
His name, and liigh was liis degree ia lieaven ; 
His eount'nance, as the morning star that guides 
Tlio starry flock, albr'd them, and with lies 
Drew after him the tiiird part of hearen'a host. ™ 

Meanwhile th'eternalEye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that hum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rehellion rising, saw in whom, how spread 113 
Among the sons of mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppose his high, decree ; 
And smiling to his only Son thus said. 

Son, thou in whom, my glory I behold 
In full resplendence, heir of all my might, iso 

Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what antiently we claim 
Of deity or empire ; such a foe 
Is rising, who intends to erect his throne ?a 

Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Kor so content, hath in his thought to try 

708 morning star] So in an Epigram of the elder Soaliger, 
i'oemflta, p. 120, ed. 1591 ; 

* Lucifer, aurati pecoria cordatfl tna^ster, 
Coge gregem." J. Dyne. 

"0 somofmoTa] So lie calls the angels in H. on the Nati- 
vity, Et. xii. 

'But when ofold the sons 0/ morning sung,' 
See Isaiah, xiv. 13. TixB. 
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BOOK V- 31 

In battel, what our power is, or our i-iglit. 

Let us advise, and lo this hazard draw 

With speed what force is left, and all employ wo 

In our defence, lest unawares we lose 

This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill. 

To whom the Son with calm aspect and clear 
Light'ning divine, ineffable, serene, 
Made answer. Mighty Fatter, thou thy foes las 
Justly haat in derisioD, and secure 
Laugh'st at their vain designs and tumults vain, 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
lilustrates, when they see all regal power 
Given me to quell their pride, and in event '" 
Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worst in heaven. 

So spake the Son : but Satan with his powers 
Far was advanc'd on winged speed, aa host 
Innumerable as the stars of night, iw 

Or stars of morning, dewdrops, which the sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones 
In their triple degrees, regions to which 'a 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 

5^8 siars ofimnaaii] Caslmir Sarb. Ciirm. ii. 4. 1, caEs the 
dewB, ' StelluliB noctds decedentis.' 
'" In^earlsJ Sylv. Du Bartas, p. fO. 

' tha flowery meads 

In^iearl^ iciSt tears, ■wbich sweet Aurora sheds.' Todd. 
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Stretch'd into longitude ; whicli having pass'd, 
At length into tlie limits of tlie nortli w 

They came, and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Raia'd on a mount, with pyramids and tow'rs 
From diamond CLuarries hewn, and rocks of gold, 
The palace of great Lucifer ; so call ™ 

That structure in the dialect of mea 
Interpreted, which not long after he, 
Affecting all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declar'd in sight of heaven, ^ 

The mountain of the congregation call'd [ 
For thither he assemhled all his train, 
Pretending so commanded to consult 
About the great reception of their king, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious art m 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, 
If these magnific titles yet rem^n [powers. 

Not merely titular, smce hy decree 
Another now hath to himself ingross'd ns 

All power, and us eclipa'd under the name 
Of king anointed, for whom all this haste 
Of midnight march and hurry'd meeting here. 
This only to consult how we may best 
With what may he devis'd of honours new tm 
Eeceive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, prostration vile, 
Too much to one, hut douhlc how endur'd, 
To one and to his image now proclaim'd ! 
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But what if better counsels might erect ras 

Our minds, and teach as to cast off this yoke ? 
Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The supple knee ? ye will not, if I trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of heaven, possest before ™o 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
E<jually free ; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 
Who can in reason then or right assume 
Jlouarchy over such as live by right '» 

His equals, if in power and splendour less, 
Iq freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not ? much less for this to be our Lord, 

'E3 htee] Shafcesp. Eiohntd 11. sot i. scone iv. 
'Aad had tii& tnbute of hU ei^Ie htee-* Todd. 

193 much fcss] This passoge is considered as one of the 
most difficolt in IHtou. Bentley, Pearce, Eiehardson, 
Greenwood, Warbuiton, and Kewton, have g^ven their dii- 
ferent interprelatlons. I differ from them, as Ihey carry buck 
the furce of ' much less' to 'what has past. I consider one 
argument concluded at 'err not,' and that 'much less,' be- 
ginning a new one, looks forward; and I thns eiplmn it: 
' Much less reason has he to be called our Lord, and conse- 
quently to look for adoration from lis, when it mnat be at the 
expense, or abnsc of those imperial titles which in tliemselves 
s.'isert onr own severe 'gnly ani oar consequent immunity 
from servitude.' He alludes to the t ties given the angels. 
' Thrones, domlnadons pnncedoms &.i, this aigument Ab- 
dlel answers, v. 8S1 I trust that this esplanation will be 
considered as salisfactorv 

™/ffrrtij|for. Ib= Ite B IMS. 



=db, Google 



34 PARADISE lOST. 

And look for adoration to th' abuse mo 

Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our heing ordain'd to govern, not to serve ! 

Thus far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience, when among the seraphim 
Abdiel, tlian whom cone with more zeal ador'd m 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

ailment blasphemous, false, and proud ! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in heaven bio 
Expected, least of all from fhee, ingratc, 
In plaoe thyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God, pronoimc'd and sworn, 
That to his only Son, by right endu'd s^s 

With regal scepter, eveiy soul in heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confess him rightful king ? unjust thoa say'st^ 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free. 
And equal over equals to let reign, aai 

One over all witli unsucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God ? shalt thou dispute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the pow'rs of heaven 
Such as he pleas'd, and circumscrib'd their being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good, 
And of our good, and of our dignity 
How provident he is, how far from thought 
To make us less, bent rather to esalt 
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Our happy state under one head more near fso 
United. But to grant it thee unjust, 
Tliat equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thyself though great and glorious dost thou count, 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son, by whom bb 

As by his word the mighty Father made 
All things, ev'n thee, and all the spirits of heaven 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Cromi'd them with glory, and to their glory nam'd 
Tlirones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 
Essential powers, nor by his reign obscur'd, wi 
But more illustrious made, since he the head 
One of our number thus reduc'd becomes, 
His laws our laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our own? Cease then this impious rage, 
And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease ate 
Th' incensed Father, and th' incensed Son, 
IVliile pardon may be found in time besought. 

So spake the fervent angel ; but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judg'd ; sm 

Or singular and rash ; whereat rejoic'd 
Til' Apostate, and more haughty thus reply'd. 

That we were form'd then say'st fhou ? and the 
Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd [work 
From Father to his Son ? strange point and new ! 
Doctrine which we would know whence learn,'d : 

who saw 
When this creation was ? remember'st thou 
Tiiy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
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We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before us, self-begot, self-rais'd sco 
By our own quiot'ning power, when fatal course 
Had circled Lis full orb, the birtb mature 
Of this our native heaven, ethereal sons. 
Our puissance is our own, our own riglit hand 
Shall teach us highest deeds, by proof to try ^ 
Who is our ec[ual ; then thou shalt behold 
Whether by supplication we intend 
Address, and to begirt th' Almighty throne 
Beseeching or besieging. This report, 
These tidings carry to th' anointed king ; ^i 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He said, and, as the sound of waters deep, 
Hoarse munaur echo'd to his words applause 
Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming serapii feai'less, though alone sra 

Encompass'd round with foes, thus answer'd bold. 

alienate from God, O spirit accurst, 
Forsaken of all good, I see thy fail 
Determin'd, and thy hapless crew involy'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread sso 

Both of thy crime and punishment. Henceforth 
No more be troubled bow to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 

SM Besetchiag] See Heywood's Spider and File, p. 378. 
' Myne answers is, not a hamea oap-a-pic 
Besieging (stead of beseeoliiag).' 
f~^ Jlaminff] ' Eacli flmning serapli.' 

V. jSeaamonf s I'aycke, o. xxix. st. 181. 
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Will not be now vouchsaTd, other decrees 
Against thee are gone forth without recall : sss 
That golden scepter which diou didst reject 
Is now an iron rod, to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thon didst advise ; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Tliese wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath s» 
Impendent raging into sudden ilame 
Distinguish not ; for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouriiig fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn. 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know, sm 

So spake the seraph Abdiel faithful found, 
Among the faithless faithful only he : 
Among innumerable false unmov'd, 
Unshaken, unseduc'd, unterrify'd, 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; mo 

Kor number, nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind 
Though single. From amidst them fortli he pass'd, 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; «s 

And with retorted scom his back he turn'd 
On those proud tow'rs to swift destruction doom'd. 

sea T)iy diioiedieme] Thee disobedient, v. 3. MS, b. 139, 
b. flsr. SeaiLMS. 

SB" ies!.] The conatniction is deHsient. Pearce would 
nuderstand, 'but I fly' before 'lest.' Bentley proposes 
reading, 

' These wicked tents devote, bat lest the wrath,' &e. 
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Baphaki. oonHnues to relate how Michael and Gabriel ware 
Baut forth to baltel against Satan and his angela. The first 
flght describad; Satan and bis powera retire under niglit: he 
calls a council, invents devilish engines, which in the soconil 
day's fight put Michael and his angels to Eome disorder ; but 
Ihey at leiigtb palling up mountains overwhelmed both the 
force and machines of Satan; yat the tumult not so ending, 
God on the tbmi day sends Messiah his Son, for whom he 
had resarved the glory of that victory. He in the power of 
his Father coming to the place, and causing all his legions to 
stand still on either side, with his chariot and thunder driving 
into the midst of his enemies, pursues them tmable to resist 
towards the wall of heaven! which opening, they leap down 
with horror and contnsion into tlie place of punishment pre- 
pared for them in the deep. Messiah retoms with triumph 



All night the dreadless angel unpursu'd [morn, 
Through heaven's wide ehamp^n teld his way, till 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with rosy hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 
"Within the mount of God, fast by his throne, s 
Where light and darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes through 
heaven 

~ Lodge] This thought borcoivea from Hesiod. Thco;;. 748. 
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Grateful ■vicissitude, like day and night ; 
Light issues fortli, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour lo 

To veil the heaven,though darkness there might well 
Seem twilight here ; and now went forth tlie mora 
Such, as in highest heaven, array'd in gold 
Empyreal j from, before her vanish'd niglit, 
iShot through with orient beams : when all the plain 
Cover'd with thick embattel'd squadrons bright, le 
Chariots, and Naming anas, and fiery steeds, 
Eeflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view. 
War he perceiv'd, war in procinct, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought « 
To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among those friendly powers, who him receiv'd 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 
That of so many myriads fall'n yet one 
Eetum'd not lost. On to the sacred hill m 

They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from whence a voice 
From midst a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 
Servant of God, well done, well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who single, hast maintmn'd 3d 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms ; 
And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse lo bear 
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Than violence : for tliia was all thy care, as 

To stand approv'd in sight of God, though worlds 
Judg'd thee perverse. The easier conquest now 
Bemains thee, aided by tliis Lost of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than scom'd thou didst depart, and to subdue « 
By force, who reason for their law refuse, 
Right reason for their law, and for their king 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Jlichael of celestial armies prince. 
And thou, ia military prowess nest, « 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel these my sons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By thousands and hy millions rang'd for fight ; 
Equal in number to that godless crew 
Rebellious ; them with fire and hostile arms » 
Fearless assault, and to the brow of heaven 
Pursuing drive them out from God and bliss. 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall. ss 

So spake the sovereign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and Bmoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths reluctant flames, tie sign 
Of wrath awak'd: nor with less dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high gan blow : eo 

At which command the powers militant 
That stood for heaven, in mighty qi:adrate join'd 

"> Etha-can Atchnnjrel. Ball. MS. 
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Of union, irresistible, mov'd on 

In silence their bright legions, to the sound 

Of instrumental harmony, tliat breath'd cs 

Heroic ardour to advent'rous deeds, 

Under their godlike leaders, in the cause 

Of God and his Messiah. On they move 

Indissolubly lirni ; nor obvious hill, 

Xor strait'ningvale, nor wood, norstream, divides w 

Their perfect ranks ; for high above the ground 

Their march was, and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread ; as when the total kind 

Of birds in orderly array oa wing 

Came summon'd over Eden to receive " 

Their names of thee : so over many a tract 

Of heaven they march'd, and many a province wide 

Tenfold the length of this terrene. At htst 

B'ar in th' horizon to the north appealed 

From skirt to skii-t a fiery region, stretch'd w 

In battailous aspect, and nearer view 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid speais, and helmets thvong'd, and shields 

Various, with boastful argument portray'd, 

Tlie banded powers Of Satan hasting on as 

With furious expedition j for they ween'd 

That self-same day, by fight or by surprize, 

To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

To set the envier of his state, tlie proud 

Aspirer ; but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain » 
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In the mid way. Though strange to us it secin'd 

At first, that angel should with angel war, 

And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in festivals of joy and Jove 

Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, ^ 

Hymning th' eternal Father; but the shout 

Of battel now began, and rushing sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst exalted as a god 

Th' apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, "» 

Idol of Majesty divine, enelos'd 

With flaming cherubim and golden shields : 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

Twixt host and host but narrow space was left, 

A dreadful interval, and front to iron* i"5 

Presented stood in terrible array 

Of hideous length : before the cloudy van, 

On. the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

Satan, with vast and haughty strides advanc'd, 

Came towering, arm'd in adamant and gold : no 

Ahdiel that sight endur'd not, where he stood 

Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

heaven ! that such resembl^ce of the Highest 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty ns 

M fcjitHj] Johnson hns eited this unusual word from 
Speoaec on Ireland. ' Lcaduig of thelt own followers to the 
genernl hosting!.' 

i"5 draadfid ititen!aJ\ ' a needful countei'vieM .' 

s.a3i., lS,)>a. .MS. 
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Itemain not; wherefore sliould not strength and 

There fail where Tirtue fails, or weakest prove 
"Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting in th' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have try'd i» 

Unsound and false; nor is it aught but just, 
Tliat he, who in debate of truth hath won. 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor : though brutisli that contest and foul, 
WhcQ reason hath to deal with force, yet so iss 
Most reason is that reason overcome- 
So pondering, and, from his armed peers 
Forth stepping opposite, halfway he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd, and thus securely him defied, [rcacli'd 
Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to iiavc 
The highth of thy aspiring unoppos'd, 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy power 
Or potent tongue ; fool, not to think how vain us 
Against th' Omnipotent to rise in arms ; 
Who out of smallest things could without end 
Have rais'd incessant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or, with solitary hand 
Beaching beyond all limit, at one blow i" 

Unaided could have finish'd thee, and whelm'd 
Thy legions under darkness : hut thou seest 
All are not of thy train ; there be, who faith 
Prefer and piety to God ; though then 
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To thee not visible, when I alone i« 

Seera'd in tliy world erroneous to dissent 
From all : my sect thou seest ; now leam too late 
How few sometimes may know, when thousands err. 

"Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance, 
Thus answer'd. III for thee, but in wisii'd hour 
Of my revenge, firat sought for thou retum'st isi 
From flight, seditioua angel, to receive 
Thy merited reward, lie first assay 
Of this right hand provok'd, since first that tongue 
Inspir'd with contradiction durst oppose nu 

A third part of the gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert, who, while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'st 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win iso 

From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destniclion to the rest : this pause between, 
Unanswer'd lest thou boast, to let thee know, 
At first I thought tiiat liberty and heaven 
To heavenly souls had been all one ; but now im 
I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 
Minist'ring spirits, train'd up in feast and song : 
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of heaven, 
Servility with freedom io contend. 
As both their deeds compar'd this day shall prove. 

To whom in brief thus Ahdiel stem reply'd. "i 
Apostate, still thoii eir'st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjustly tliou deprav'st it with tlie name 
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Of servitude fo serve whom God ordains, i™ 

Or Nature ; God and Nature bid the same, 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude, 
To serve th' unwise, or him wlio halh rebell'd 
Against his worlhier, as thine now serve thee, im 
Thyself Dot free, but to thyself enthrall'd ; 
Yet leudly dar'st our minist'ring upbraid. 
Beign thou in hell thy kingdom, let me serve 
In heaven God ever bless'd, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obcy'd; iss 

Yet chains in hell, not realms expect : mean while 
From me return'd, as ^rst thou saidst, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive. 
So saying, a nobie stroke he Kft«d Iiigli, 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell i* 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, 
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield 
Such ruin intercept : tea paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upstay'd ; as if on earth im 

"Winds under ground or waters, forcing way 
Side-long, had push'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement seiz'd 

MS greeimg] Virg. Sn. is. 63E. 
' Bis capti Phryges hieo Entulis responsa i:emittunt.' 
Netctoa. 
13S a noife] T. Beaumont's Psyche, c. vl 5t. 90. 

'A noble stroke it wns.' 
•5^ momilaia] Q. Smjrn^u? snys, that Achilles fell, 
oMfKtoc ovpsi jitucpo. V. iii, ITS. A. Dyce. 
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The rebel thrones, but greater rage to see 
Thus foil'd their mightiest; ours joyftll'd, and shout, 
Presage of yietory, and fierce desire soi 

Of battel: whereat Michael bid sound 
Thearch-angel trumpet; through the vast of heaven 
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hosanna 1o the Highest; nor stood at gaze sos 
The adverse legions, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose, 
And clamour, such as heard in heayen till now 
Was never ; arms on armour clashing bray'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheels 210 

Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict ; over head the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew, 
And flying vaulted either host with fire. 
So under fiery cope together rush'd sis 

Both battels main, with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage ; all heaven 
Resounded, and had earth been then, all eartli 
Had to her center shook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encouat'ring angels fought sai 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of power 
Army against army numberless to raise 
Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb, ass 
TTiough not destroy, their happy native seat ; 
Had not the eternal King omnipotent 
From his strong hold of Leaven high overrul'd 
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And limited their might ; though number'J such, 
As each divided legion might have seem'd aa 
A numerous host; in strength each armed hand 
A legion ; led in fight, yet leader seem'd 
Each warrior single as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or stand, or turn the sway 
Of battel, open when, and when to close 53s 

The ridges of gi-im war; no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no nnhecomiag deed 
That argu'd fear ; each on himself rely'd, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory : deeds of eternal fame mo 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 
That war and various ; sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight; then soaring on main wing 
Tormented all the air ; all air seem'd then 
Conflicting fire. Iiong time in even scale ms 

The battel hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 
Ko equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting seraphim confus'd, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sway 
I5randish'd aloft the horrid edge came down 

2*1 Jbnaenied] Tempestea. BenO. MS. 
Lod. Bryskett'3 M. Muse of Thestylis, 
' Who, iBtting ioosa the winds, 
T<al, and lormtnled ffie oir.' Seaion. 
2*5 ewn scale] v. Kurip. Suppl. t. fOe. Tasso, G. Lib. 
CSS, Et, 60. Spens. F. Qu. iv. iii. 37. Todd. 
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Wide wasting : such destruction, to withstand 
He hasted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample sMeld, an 

A. vast circumference. At his approach 
The great arch-angel from his warhke toil 
Surceas'd ; and glad, as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in heaven, th' arch-foe suhdu'd 
Or captive drag'd in chains, with hostile frown bw 
And visage all inflam'd, first thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in heaven, now plenteous as thou seest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest by just measui-e on thyself ^ 
And thy adherents : how hast thou disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, ancreated till the crime 
Of thy I'ebellion ? how hast thou instiil'd 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright sto 

And faithful, now prov'd false ? But think not here 
To trouble holy rest; heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines : heaven the seat of bliss 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, m 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sudden vengeance wing'd from God 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain, mo 

So spake the prince of angels ; to wliom thus 
The adversary. Mor think thou with wind 
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Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeda 
Thou canst not, Hastthouturn'dtheleast of these 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise sk 

TJnvanquish'd ? easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chase me hence ? err not that so sliall end 
The strife which tiou call'st evil, hut we style 
The strife of glory : which we mean to win, (* 
Or turn this heaven itself into the hell 
Thou fahlest ; here however to dwell free, 
If not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost force. 
And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh. =» 
They ended parleu and both address'd for fight 
Unspeakable 5 for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to such highth sto 

Of godlike power ? for likest gods they scem'd. 
Stood they or mov'd, in stature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great heaven. 
Now wav'd their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad suns their shields 
Blaz'd opposite, while expectation stood sm 

236 addrm'd] Spens. F. Qa. v. ii. IS. 

' And Btraiglita himaelfe onto the fight addrest' 3biW. 
315 erpeclatiim] So Shakesp. Hen. V. 



id Beaum, and Fletch. Boadicea, act iii, scene i. 
^ And ei^cloHon like the K':»man eagle 
Took stand'— JVimtoi. Todd. 

VOL. II. 4 
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In horror ; from each hand with speed retir'd, 

Where erst was thickest fight, th' angelic throng, 

And left large field, unsafe within the wind 

Of such commotion, such as, to set forth "o 

Great things by small, if, nature's concord broke, 

Among the constellations war were sprung, 

Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 

Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 

Should combat, and theii- jarring spheres confound. 

Together hoth, with next to Almighty aim, aia 

Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 

That might determine, and not need repeat, 

As not of power, at onee ; nor odds appear'd 

In might or swift prevention ; hut the sword 3« 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 

Was giv*!! him tempered so, that neither keen 

Nor solid might resist that edge ; it met 

The sword of Satan with steep force to smite 

Descending, and in half cut sheer; nor stay'd, sss 

But with swift wheel reverse, deep ent'ring, shar'd 

All his right side ; then Satan first knew pain, 

And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; so sore 

The griding sword with discontinuous wound 

811 imndnerd] Virg. -Ma. vi. 603 
' Qnoe saper atra sile:i, jam jam lapsiua, caileiili<]ne 
Jmrainel Bssimilis.' Ifacton, 

«» gridinff} Spens. F. Q^ii. yiii. 38. 
' That liuTjugh hia thigh the mortal steel did gride.' 

NkwUm. 
B2» iKjcoirfmuoHS iPOiBttfl Compare an expression of Horace, 
' Oceaoo dasociaiiH.' Ode iii. b. i. A. Dgce. 
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Pass'd thro' him, hut th' ethereal substance c1ob'(I, 
Not long divisihle, and from the gash 331 

A stream of nectarous humor issuing flow'd 
Sanguine, such as celestial spirila may bleed, 
And all his armour stsun'd ere while so bright^ 
Forthwith, on all sides to his aid was run sa 

By angels many and strong, who interpos'd 
Defence, while others hore iiim on their shields 
Back to his chariot; where it stood relir'd 
Fi-oia off the flies of war : there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 3m 
To find himself not matchless, and his pride 
Humbled hy such rebuke, so fai' beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet soon he heal'd ; for spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man »« 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Eeceive, no more than can the fluid air 1 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, aU ear, 350 
All intellect, ail sense, and as (liey please 
They limb themselves, and colour, shape, or size 
Assume, as likes tliem best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds dcscrv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 3^ 
And with fierce ensigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloe furious king, who him defy'd. 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Tlireaten'd, nor from the Holy One of heav'n 
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Kefrain'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anoa, sw 
Down cloven to the waiat, with shatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquish'd, Adramelec and Asmadai, ^^ 

Two potent thrones, that to be less than gods 
Disdain'd, but meaner thoughts leam'd in. their 

flight, 
Mangled with ghastly wounds thro' plate and mail. 
Kor stood unmindful Abdiel to anaoy 
The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow s™ 
Ariel, and Arioe, and the vioience 
Of Eamiel scorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but those elect 
Angels, contented with their fame in heaven, sn 
Seek not the praise of men : tie other sort, 
In might though wondrous and in acta of war, 
Kor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
Cancel'd from heaven and sacred memory. 
Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. sao 

For strength from truth divided and from just, 
Illaudahle, naught merits but disprmse 
And ignominy ; yet to glory aspires 
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Vainglorious, tmi through infamy seeks fame : 
Therefore eternal silence be their doom. tss 

And now, their mightiest qnell'd, the battel 
sworv'd, 
"With many an inroad gor'd ; deformed rout 
Enter'd and foul disorder; all the ground 
With shiver'd armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay oyertum'd, sso 

And fiery foaming steeds ; what stood, recoil'd 
O'crwearied, through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce, or wilh paJe fear surpria'd, 
Then first with fear surpriz'd and sense of pain 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought sbi 

By sin of disobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwise th' inviolable saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advanc'd entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably a 
Such high advantages their ii 
Gave them above their foes, not to have sinn'd, 
Not to have disobey'd ; in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnoxlous to be pain'd 
By wound, tho' from their place by violence mov'd. 

Now night her course began, and, over heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce impos'd, ^1' 

S9S cubic] Squared. Embodka, JT9. SmlL MS. 

^^ Inducing] Hor. Sat. i. y. 9. 

' Jam noi inAicere tenia 

EMras, et ctelo diffiindere slgna pambat.' 
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And silence on tlie odious din of war : 

Under her cloudy coYert both, retir'd, 

Victor and vanquish'd. On the foughten field <io 

Michael and his angels prevalent 

Encamping plac'd in guard their watches round, 

Cherubic waving fires : on th' other part 

Satan with his rebellious disappear'd, 

Far in the dark dislodg'd, and void of rest »ie 

His potentates to council call'd by night ; 

And in the midst thus undismay'd began. 

now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to bo ovcrpower'd, companions dear, 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, «» 

Too mean pretence, but what we more affect, 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown; 
Who have sustain'd one day in doubtful fight. 
And if one day why not eternal days ? 
What heaven's Lord had powerfullest to send «s 
Against us from about his throne, and judg'd 
Sufiicient to subdue us to his wDl, 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems, 
Of future we may deem him, though tili now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arra'd, isn 
Some disadvantage we endur'd and pain, 
Till now not known, but known, as soon contemn'd ; 

*i* Jbugkten] Sliakesp. Hen. V. 

'As in this glorious and lodl fvughlen field.' 
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SiQce now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of morta! injury, 

Imperiahable, and though pierc'd with wound i^ 
Soon closing, and by native vigour hcal'd. 
Of evil then so small as easy think 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arras, 
\Veapon9 more violent, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes: «o 
Or equal what between us made the odda. 
In nature none : if other hidden cause 
Left tiiem superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds and understanding sound. 
Due search and consultation will disclose. «= 

He sat ; and in th' assembly next upstood 
Nisroc, of principaUties the prime ; 
As one he stood escap'd from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havock hewn; 
And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake. <3o 

Deliverer from new lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as gods ; yet hard 
For gods, and too unequal work we find 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against unpain'd, impassive ; from which evil 45s 
Ruin must needs ensue, for what avails 
Valour or strength, though matchless, quell'd witli 

pain, 
■\¥hicli all subdues, and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest ? sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, mo 

But live content, which is the calmest life; 
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But pain'ia perfect misery, the worst 

Of evils, and excessiye overturns 

All patience. He wto therefore can invent 

With what more forcible we may offend «s 

Our yet uuwoundcd enemies, or arm 

Our selves with like defence, to me deserves 

No less than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look compos'd Satan reply'd. 
Not uninvented thai, which thou aright «« 

Bcliev'st so main to our success, I bring : 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of tliis ethereous raouM whereon we stand. 
This continent of spacious heaven, adom'd 
With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrosial, gems, and gold, 
Whose eye so superficially surveys «» 

These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materiala dark and crude. 
Of spirituous and fiery spume, liU fouch'd 
With heaven's ray, and temper'd they slioot forth tea 
So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient light? 
These in their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flam^ 
Which into hollow engines long and round 
Thick-ramm'd, at th' other bore witli touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth ibg 

From far with thund'ring noise among our foes 
Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 



ne]i. 
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To pieces, and o'erwhelm whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disaxm'd ^m 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Mean while revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to strength aiid counsel join'd 
Thint nothing hard, much less to be despair'd. <» 
He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlighten'd, and their languisL'd hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be fh' inventor miss'd, so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have 

thought 500 

Impossible : yet haply of thy race 

In future days, if malice should abound, 

Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 

"With dev'lish machination, might devise 

Like instrument, to plague the sons of men ae 

For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 

Forthwith from council to the work they flew. 

None arguing stood; innumerable hands 

Were ready ; in a moment up they turn'd 

"Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath »io 

Th' originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; sulphurous aad nitrous foani 

They found, they mingled, and with subtle art 

Concocted and adjusted they reduc'd 

To blackest grain, and into store convey'd. na 

Fart hidden veins digg'd up, nor hath this earth 

Entrails unlike, of mineral and stone. 
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Whereof to found tlieir eiigmea and their balls 
Of missipe rum ; part iocentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. sm 
So all ere day-spring, under conscious night 
Secret, thej finish'd, and in order set, 
With silent circumspection uneapy'd. 

Now when fair morn orient in heav'u appear'd, 
Up rose the victor angels, and to arms ess 

The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and scouts each coast light-armed 

scour, 
Eaoh quarter, to descry the distant foe, sm 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in halt: him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firm hattalioa: back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, of cherubim the swiflest wing, bm 

Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cry'd. 
Arm, warriors, arm for fight, tie foe at hfuid, 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day, fear not his flight ; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see em 

Sad resolution and secure ; let each 



f* pemici)aa\ probably to be underst 
the Lk&i pernix, epeedy. JVemto. 
Ks malm] Tasso Gier, Lib. c. xi. st. IS 
' Qnando a cantor la mallutliia h 
Comincia a 1' ariue.' 
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His adamantine coat gird well, ami eacli 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield, 
Lome ev'n or high; for this day will pour down, 
If I conjecture augiit, no drizzling show'r, ms 

But rattling storm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So warn'd he tiiem, aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm, 
And onward move embattel'd ; when behold ko 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge ; in hollow cube 
Training his devilbh enginery, impal'd 
On every side witli shadowing squadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both stood na 
A while ; but suddenly at head appear'd 
Satan ; and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold ; 
That all may see, who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and com.posure, and with open breast mo 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse ; 
But that I doubt; however witness heaven, 
Heaven witness thou anon, while we discharge 
Freely our part : ye who appointed stand mi 

Do as you liave in charge, and briefly touch 
"What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 
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So scoffing in ambiguous words, be scarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retir'd: cto 

Which to our eyes discover'd, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 
On wheels, for like to pillars most they scem'd. 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or fir 
With branches lop'd, in wood or mountain fell'd, bts 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gaped on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce ; at each behind 
A seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tip'd with fire ; while we suspense •" 
Collected stood within our thoughts amus'd ; 
Not long, for sudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applj'd 
With nicest touch. Immediate in a flame, 
But soon obscur'd with smoke, all heav'n appear'd, 
From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose 
Embowel'd with outrageous noise the air, [roar 
And all her entrails tore, diagorgme foul 
Their devilish glut, cham d thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes, which on the victoi host sta 

i^i lolloio'diodifs] Pallisadoes 483 ^cni. J/s 

ours in the lina before and after. Benllay would road Held, 
but wishing to keep us close to tlie text as I can, I propose 
' shone.' Mr. Dyce proposes ' shook.' 
668 Sefcft-rf] See Beaumont's Psyche, c. xx. st. 103. 
' But oft it g.ip'd and belch'd, ■whence upwards broke 
Black volumes of conta^ous stink and smoke,' 
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Lerel'd with suci impetuous fury smote, 

Tliat whom they hit, none on their feet might stand, 

Though standing else as rocks ; but' down they fell 

By thousands, angel on archangel roU'd, 

The sooner for their arms ; unarm'd they might 

Have easily as spirits evaded swift s» 

By quick contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul dissipation follow'd and forc'd rout : 

Nor serv'd it to relaS their serried files. 

WLat should they do ? if on they rush'd, repulse «» 

Eepeatcd, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more despis'd, 

And to their foes a laugliter : for in view 

Stood rank'd of seraphim another row, 

la posture to displode their second tire we 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plighfj 

And to his mates thus in derision call'd. 

O friends, why come not on these victors proud ? 
Ere while they fierce were coming, and when we, 
To entertain them f^.with open front [teiTOS 
And breast (what could wo more ?) propounded 
Of composition, straight they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and info strange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance : yet for a dance they seem'd 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps o* 

For joy of offer'd peace : hut I suppose. 
If our proposals once again were heard. 
We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamesome mood, cao 
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Leader, the terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home ; 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
And stumbled many ; who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; «a 
Mot understood, this gift they have besides. 
They shew us when our foes walk not upright. 



Stood scoffing, heightcn'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory ; eternal might oso 

To match with tiieir inventions they presum'd 
So easy, and of his thunder made a scorn. 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
A while ia trouble ; but they stood not long ; 
Eago prompted them at length, and found them 
Against such hellish mischief fit to oppose, [arms 
Forthwith, behold the excellence, the power 
"Which God hath ia his mighty angels plac'd I 
Their arms away they threw, and to die hills, 
For earth hath this variety Irom heaven sio 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale, 
Light as the light'ning glimpse they ran, they flew, 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro 
They pluck'd the seated hills with all their load, 

823 undcrslanif] This eiinivoGotion ailopted from Shake- 
Kpeaxe's Two G. of Verona, ii. 5. 

' My stufi vnderalaitfh me,' Sk. Jchaaon. 
«28 imder^ood] imaer— stoop. BenO. MS. 
Wl light'mag'] See Nonni Dionjaiaea, ii. S93, xiv. 66. 
sMjAioE'd] Compare Ststii Thcb. ii. 559. 
' Saxtun iogens, quod vix plena cervice gemeiites 
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Eocks, waters, woods, and by the sliaggy tops ei; 
Up lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 
Be sure, and terror seiz'd the rebel host. 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 
Till on those cursed engines triple-row ssu 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of monnttuns buried deep, 
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air om 

Came shadowing, and oppreat whole legions arm'd j 
Their armour help'd their harm, crush'd in and 

bruis'd 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of such prison, though spirits of purest lighf, 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. mi 
The rest in imitation to lite arms 
Betook them, and the neighbouring hills uptore ; 
So hills amid the air encounter'd hills, 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, oei 

That under ground they foaght in dismal shade ; 
Infernal noise ; war seem'd a civil game 
To this uproar ; horrid confusion heap'd 
Upon confusion rose ; and now all heaven 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread, em 

Had not th' Almighty Father, where he sits 

Verlere homo, nmriaiine Talent infarce jUTenci, 
Bupibus avellit: dein toto sungniDe nixus 
Sostiuet,' &c. 
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Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 

This tufnult, and permitted all, advis'd ; 

That his great purpose he might so iuHl, eia 

To honour his anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr'd : whence to his Son 

Th' assessor of his throne he thus began. 

Effulgence of my gloiy. Son beloY'd, eso 

Son in whose face invisible is beheld 
Visibly, what by Deity I am. 
And in whose hand what by decree I do, 
Second Omnipotence ! two days arc past. 
Two days, as wo compute the days of heaven, oss 
Since Miehael and Ms powers went fortk to tame 
These disobedient ; sore hath been their fight, 
Aa likeliest was, when two such foes met arm'd ; 
For to themselves I left them, and thou know'st, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd, o» 

Save what sinhath impair'd,wMch yet hath wrought 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; 
Whence in perpetua] fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no solution will be found. 
"War wearied Lath perfonn'd what war can do, sss 
And to disorder'd rage let loose the reins, fmalies 
Wiih mountains as with weapons arm'd, which 
"Wild work in heaven and dangerous to the main. 
Two days are therefore past, the third is thine ; 
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Have sufibr'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, since none but thou 
Can end it. Into thee such virtue and grace 
Immense I have transfus'd, that all laaj know 
In heaven and hell thy power above compare, ™ 
And this pcrverao commotion govern'd thus, 
To manifest thee worthiest to be heir 
Of all things, to be heir and to be kmg 
By sacred unction, thy deserved right. 
Go then, thou Mightiest, in thy Father's might, ™> 
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That shake heaven's basis, bring forth all my war, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
Gird on, and sword npon thy puissant thigh ; 
Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them out tib 
From all heaven's bounds into the utter deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 
God and Messiah his anointed king. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full ; he all his Father full esprest rai 

Ineffebly into his face receiv'd ; 
And thus the filial Godhead answering spake. 

O Father, Supreme of heavenly thrones, 
First, Highest, Holiest^ Best, thou always seek'st 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, ns 

As is most just ; this I my glory account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleas'd declar'st thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fuIfiU is all my bliss. 

VOL. II. 5 
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Scepter, and power, thy giving, I assume, iso 

And gladlier shajl resign, when ia the end 
Ttou shaJt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov'st : 
But whom thou bat'st, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, isj 

Image of thee in all things ; and shall soon, 
Jlrm'd with thy might, rid heaven of these rehell'd, 
To their prepar'd ill mansion driven down 
To chains of darkness and th' undying worm ; 
That from thy just obedience could revolt, 'w 

Whom lo obey is happiness entire. 
Then shall tliy sainta unmix'd, and from tli'lrapare 
Far separate, circling thy holy mount 
UnfiuEed liallelujaha to thee sing, 
Hjmna of liigh praise, and I among them chief. '5* 

So said, he, o'er his scepter bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where he sat, 
And the third sacred morn began to shine. 
Dawning through heaven : forth ruah'd with whirl- 
The chariot of paf«raal Deity, [wind sound 

Flashingthiek flames, wheel withinwteel undrawn, 
Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four cherubic shapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous, as with stars their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes, with eyes the wheels 
Of beril, and careering flres between ; Tse 

Over their heads a crystal firmament, 
Whereon a saphire throne, inlaid wifh pure 
TES TPfereon]Feiiton reads 'Where, on.' TaE. 
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Amber, and colours of the shoiv'rj' arch. 
He, in celestial pauopoly all arm'd rea 

Of radiant Urim work divinely wrought, 
Ascended ; at his right hand Victory 
Sat« eagle-wing'd, beside him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder stor'd, 
And from about him fierce effusion roli'd, 'm 

Of smoke, and bickering flame, and sparkles dire. 
Attended with ten thousand thousand saints 
Ho onward came, far off his coming shone, 
And twenty thousand, I Heir number heard. 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were seen, tto 
He on the wings of cherub rode sublime, 
On the crystalline sky, in saphire thron'd. 
Illustrious far and wide, but by his own 
First seen, them unexpected joy surpris'd, 
When the great ensign of Messiah blaz'd, ws 

Aloft by angels borne, his sign in keaven : 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
Under their head embodied all in one. 
Before him power divine his way prepar'd ; wa 
At his command the uprooted hills retir'd 
Each to his place, they heard his voice and went 
Obsequious ; Heaven his wonted face renew'd. 
And with fresh iiow'rets hill and valley smii'd. 
This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdnr'd, 
ns sliow'ry arch] A. Eomsiei, P. Sacr. etl. Lauder, I. 5. 
' Ctelo alcut Thanmantifls udo, 
Cum pictumtum dat mille coloribns arcum.' 
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And to rebellious fight rallied their powers '» 
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair : 
In heavenly spirits could such perverseness dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what signs avail, 
Or wonders move the obdurate to relent? ™ 

They harden'd more by what might most reclaim, 
Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 
Took envy, and, aspiring to his highth, 
Stood reimbattel'd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to prosper, and at length prevail '» 
Against God and Messiah, or to fall 
In universal ruin last ; and now 
To final battel drew, disdaining flight, 
Or faint retreat; when the great Son of God 
To all his host on either hand thus spake- sm 

Stand still in bright array, ye saints, here stand, 
Te angels arm'd, this day from battel rest ; 
Faithful hath been yom warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause. 
And as ye have reeeiv'd, so have ye done sw 
Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 
The punishment In other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whoso he sole appoints ; 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd, 

'31 fcjpe] Virg. JLn. ii. So4. 

' Una salos tictJs, nuUani spetatc saluiera.' 
and Q. Cart. L. v, o, iv. 

' Sffipe desperatio epci oansa est.' 

JVeuVon. 
197 iBst] Tiekell and Benllej- reai ' lost.' 
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Nor multitQde, stsmd only and behold 8:0 

God's indignation on tlieae godless pour'd 
By me : not you, but me tlicy have despis'd, 
Tet envied ; against me is all tlieir rage, 
Because die Father, t' whom in heaven supreme 
Eingdom, and power, and glory appertains, su 
Hath honour'd me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hatli aasign'd; 
That they may have their wish, to try with me 
In battel which the stronger proves, they all, 
Or I alone against them ; since by strength sw 
They measure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them esccls ; 
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe. 

So spake the Son, and into terror ehang'd 
His count'nance, too severe to be beheld sis 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the four spread out their starry wings 
"With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. em 

He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night; under his burning wheels 
The sfedfast empyrean shook throughout. 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arriv'd, in his right hand sss 

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent 
Before him, such as in their souls inflx'd 
Plagues : they astonisb'd all resistance lost, 
All courage ; down their idle weapons dropp'd; 
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O'er shields, and lielms, and helmed heads he rode 
Of thrones and mighty seraphim prostrate, wi 
That wished the mountains now might be ^ain 
Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less ou either aide tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold visag'd Four, mi 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 
Glar'd hght'ning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among Ih' accurst, that wither'd all their strength, 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, ai 
Exhausted, spiritless, aSlicted, fall'n. 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, but cheek'd 
His thunder in mid voUy, for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven. 8» 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd 
Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursu'd 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

8^1 proslraie^ Fiuifiix and Spensar accent this word oa the 
last Ejlloble. v. Tasso, o. i. 83 ; 

' And lay hia poweca prostrile.' F. Qn. xii. 39. 
' Before fair Britomart she fell proslrite. JVeirfwi. 

MS ftumfci-] See Beaumont's Psyche, c. xi. st. lOa. 
' Down plung'd this mixed rout which almost split 
Tha gcesdy throat of the sulphureous deep, 
Loud waa the noise of tbls great fall, but yet 
Far louder was their erie, who down the steep 
Eternal precipice still tumbled, and 
No bottom saw, to bid thtii ruhie stand.' 
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And crystal wall of heaven, which op'ning wide 
RoU'd inward, and a spacious gap disclos'd aai 
Info tiie wasteful deep ; tte monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward ; but far worse 
TJrg'd tiiem behind; headlong tliemselves they 

threw 
Down from the verge of heaven, eternal wrath sss 
Bum'd after tliem to the bottomless pit. 
Hell heard th' unsufferable noise, hell saw 
Heaven ruining from heaven, and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and loo fast had bound, sto 
Hine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy ; so huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with ruin : hell at last 
Yawning receiv'd them whole, and on them clos'd, 
Hell their fit habitation, fraught with fire bi« 

Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disbnrden'd heaven rejoic'd, and soon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 

Sole victor from th' cspulsion of his foes sm 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd: 
To meet him all his saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts, 

MS Tvi/iiag] Falluig dawn ivitli ruin, from the Italian nU- 
nandi. y. Tasso's Giar. lib. is. 39. 

' Gli aJberi intorao mitunido atletra.' Thyer. 

811 fcruse] Fairfax's Tasso, ix. st. BO. 

'Fittouse for Hiem, tlie ioase a! 'jrief aisi ptdii.' 

Kealoit. 
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With jubilee advanc'J ; anil as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright em 
Sung triumph, and him ^ung victorious Eing, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion giv'n, 
Worthiest to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd e» 

On high ; who into glory him receiv'd. 
Where now he sifs at the right hand of bliss. 

Thus measuring things in heaven by things on 
At tliy request, and that thou may'st beware [earth. 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd sas 

What might have else to human race been hidj 
The discord which befcli, and war in heaven 
Among th' angelic powers, and the deep fell 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan, he who envies now thy state, x" 

Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that with him 
Bereav'd of happiness thou may'st partake 
His punishment, eternal misery. 
Which would be all his solace and revenge, ws 
As a despite done against the Most High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But listen not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker; let it proiit thee to have heard 
By terrible example the reward oio 

Of disobedience ; flrio they might have stood. 
Yet fell : remember, and fear to transgress. 

EM he] The eOHStructioii, CenUe;- obscn'Cs, requires ' him,' 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VU. 



Bapbael, at the request of Ailcm, relates how, end where- 
foro, this irorM was first created; tliat God, after the ex- 
pelling of Satan and hia angels out of heaven, declared his 
pleasure t» create another world, and other creatures to dwell 
therein; sends his Son with glory and attendance of angels 
to perform the work of creation in six days ; tho angels cele- 
brate with hymns the ijerfoimance thereof, and his reascen- 
elon into heaven. 



Descesd from heaven, Urania, by that name 

If rightly thou art call'd, whose voice divine 

Following, above th' Olympian hill I soar, 

Above the flight of Pegasean wing. 

The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 

Not of the Muses nine, nor on the lop 

Of old Olympus dwell'st, but heavenly born, 

Before the hills appear'd, or fountain floVd, 

Thou with eternal "Wisdom didst converse, 

Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 

Toii 0%rojiHs]'eold.' Senll MK 1.518.1.423.2.89! 

I old] Soma would read ' cold,' as in book i. 616 ; but i 
callod 'old,' as being 'fara'd of old,' see book i. tZO, ii. . 
Nat-Ion. 
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In presence of th' almighty Father, pleas'd 
Wiik thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the heaven of Lcav'ns I have presum'd, 
An earthly guest, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy temp'ring ; with lite safety guided down is 
Eetum me to my native element : 
Lest from this flying stued unrein'd, as once 
Eellerophon, though, from a lower clime. 
Dismounted, on the Aleian field I fall 
Erroneoua, there to wander and forlorn. 20 

Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound, 
Within the visible diumal sphere ; 
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 
More safe I sing with mortal voice, nnchang'd 
To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on evil days, ra 
On evil days though fall'n and evil tongues, 
In darkness, and with dangers coiapast round, 
And solitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
"Visit'st my slumbers nightly, or when mom 
Purples the east. Still govern thou my soag, » 
Urania, and ilt audience find, though few. 
But drive far off tlie barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Ehodope, where woods and rocks had ears » 
To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the muse defend 

S6eia-s]Hor. Od. i. sii. v. 11. 
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Her son. So fail not tliou, who tkee implores : 

For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 

Say, goddess, what ensu'd when Eaphael, « 

The affable arci.-angel, had forewam'd 

Adam, by dire example to beware 

Apostasy, by what befell in heaven 

To those apostates, lest the like hefiiU 

In Paradise fo Adam or his race, ts 

Charg'd n^ to touch the interdicted tree. 

If they transgress, and slight that sole command, 

So easily obey'd, amid the choice 

Of all tastes else to please their appetite, 

Though wand'ring. He with his consorted Eve » 

The story heard attentive, and was fill'd 

With admiration and deep muse, to hear 

Of things so high and strange, things to their 

thought 
So unimaginable as hate in heaven. 
And war so near the peace of God in bliss w 
With sueh confusion : but the evil soon 
Driv'n back redounded as a flood on lliose 
From whom it sprung, impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now » 
Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer might concern him, how this world 
Of heaven and earth conspicuous first began, 
When, and whereof created, for wiiat cause. 
What within Eden or without was done « 

Before his memory, as one whose drouth 
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Yet scarce allaj'd still ejes the current stream, 
"Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites, 
Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guost. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, ra 
Far differing from this world, thou Last reveal'd, 
Divine interpreter, hy favour sent 
Down from tho empyrean to forewarn 
Us timely of what might else have heen our loss. 
Unknown, which human knowledge c^uld not 

reach : 
For which to the infinitely Good we owe " 

Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Eeceive with solemn purpose to ohserve 
Immutably liis sovereign will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast vouchsaf d » 
Gently for our instruction to impart 
Things ahove earthly thought, which yet concem'd 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd. 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less perhaps avail us known ; m 
How first hegan lids heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adorn'd 

''^interpreter] So Jlerouiyis called In Virgil. 'Iiiterprcs 
Divflm.' ^n. IT. STB. Sewloii. 

M relaie] So in the Adomns Exul of Grotins, p. IS. Adam 
Bays lo the angel; 

'Age, s! Taoabit, (scire nnm perfantjns 
QuM facta fuerlnt, ante me factum, poles) 
Harm petenti, qnomodo, quoque orfline 
Tarn magna numeiis machine impleta est snis.' 
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Inumerable, and this which yields or fills 

All space, the ambient air nvide intcrfus'd 

Embracing round this florid earth ; what cause «> 

Mov'd the Creator in his holy rest 

Throngh all eternity so late to build 

In cliaos, and the work begun, how soon 

Absolv'd, if unforbid thou may'st unfold 

"What we not to explore tie secrets ask ^ 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify hia works, the more ive kaow. 

And the great Ught of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race though steep suspense in heaven 

Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, no 

And longer will delay to hear thee toU 

Hia generation, and the rising birth 

Of nature from the unapparent deep ; 

Or if the star of cv'niug and the moon im 

Haste to thy audience, Night with her will bring 

Silence, and Sleep list'ning to thee will watch ; 

Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 

End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine. 

Thus Adam his illustrioua guest besought ; 
And thus the godlike angel answer'd mild. no 

This also thy request with caution ask'd 

«• florid] Globous. Bmtl MS. 

BB heanai] In the first edition (here was no commi after 
' henvea; ' Fearce aUered tlie punctnatlon. 

i™ lowflparei!*] aoparoc- Bentl. US. 

^ End] for 'andiogdismisBtlieei' so li. 617, ' Stood, and 
look'd' for ' Btandinf; look'd' ToiM. 
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Obtain : fhougli to recount almighty works 

What words or tongue of seraph can suffice, 

Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 

Yet what thou canst attain, which hest may serve tn 

To glorify the Maker, and infer 

Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 

Thy hearing, such commission from above 

I have receiv'd, to answer thy desire 

Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abstain la 

To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 

Things not reveal'd, which th' invisible King, 

Only omniscient, hath supprest in night, 

To none communicable in earth or heaven : 

Enough is left besides to search and know, iss 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 

Her temperance over appetite, to know 

In measure what the mind may well contain ; 

Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 

Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. iso 

Know thcH, that after Lucifer from heaven, 
So call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of angels, than that star the stars among, 

12S nigUl Hor. Od. iii. 29. 29. 

' I*nidenB futuri temporis exltoni 
Callglnosii noote premit Deus.' Thyer. 
IM sur/eii] See Davenant' Qondibert, o. viii. sL 22. 
' For thongh books seire as diet of the mind, 
If knowledga early got, self-value breeds. 
By false digestion it is tum'd lo wind. 
And wliat should iiouriBb on flie eater feeds.' 
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Fell with his flaming legions tlirough the deep 
Into iiis place, and the great Son return'd iss 

Victorious with his saints, ti' omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to hia Son thus apalie. 

At least our envious foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 'lo 

This inaecessible high strength, the seat 
Of deity supreme, us dispossest, 
He trusted to have seiz'd, and into fraud 
Di-ew many, whom their plaee knows here no 

Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, la 

Their station ; heav'n yet populous retains 

Number sufficient to possess her realms 

Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 

With ministeries due and solemn rites. 

But lest his heart exalt him in the hami im 

Already done, to have dispeopled heaven, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I ean repair 

Tliat deteriment, if such it be to lose 

Self-lost, and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a race '^ 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 

Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd. 

They open lo themselves at length the way 

Up liither, under long obedience try'd, 

1S9 fcosll ilc. Thyec eaith, ' That I do not like taking liber- 
ties with Iha tost, or I should read " at last." ' 
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And earth be chang'd to heaven, and heaven to 

One kingdom, joy and union without end. m 

Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye powers of heaven, 
And thou my "Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, speak thou, and be it done. 
My overshadowing spirit and might with thee ibs 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heaven and earth, 
Boundless the deep, because I Am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space- 
Though I uncircumscrib'd myself retire, i™ 
And put not forth my goodness, wliieh is free 
To act, or not, necessity and clianee 
'Approach not me, and what I will is fate. 

So spake th' Almighty, and to what he spake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effect. "3 
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without process of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in heaven, ibq 
When such was heard deelar'd the Almighty's will ; 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 

I's file] Toad hss quoted Plato's Timreus, ed. Serraai, 
vol. iii. p. 41. Bentlej' cites Lnean, t. ver. 91. JorHn, Statii 
Tbeb. i. 212. Thyer, Claud, de R, Pros. IL 306, and Taaao 
Gier. Lib. iv. 17. 

' Sia destiii eio, aV io voglio.' 

ligh,' wliicli Newton 
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To future men, and in their dwellinga peace ; 

Glory to him, whose just aven^ng ire 

Had dtiven out th' iingodly from his sight ik 

And th' habitations of the just ; to him 

Glory and praise, whose wisdom had ordain'd 

Good out of evil to create, in stead 

Of spirits malign aTietter race to bring 

Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse '» 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So sang the Hierarchies. Mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appear'd, 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majesty divine, sapience and love iss 

Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub and seraph, pot«ntates and thrones, 
And vjrtues, winged spirits, and chariots wing'd, 
From the armoury of God, where stand of old «o 
Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at hand, 
Celestial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them spirit liv'd, 
Attendant on their Lord ; heaven open'd wide sos 
Her ever during gates, harmonious sound 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood, and from the shore 
They view'd the vast immeasurable abyss an 

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild, 

VOL. II. G 
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Up from the bottom tum'd by furious winds 
And surging waves, as mountains, to assault su 
Heaven's higliti, and wifi the center mix the pole. 

Silence, ye troubled waves, and, thou deep, peace, 
Said then tii' omnifie Word, your discord end. 

Nor staid ; but, on the wings of cherubim 
Uplifted, in Paternal Glory rode 
Far into Chaos ond the world unborn ; !» 

For Chaos heai-d his voice. Him all his train 
FoUow'd in bright procession to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then stay'd the fervid wheeb, and in his hand 
He took tie golden compasses, prepar'd sss 

In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and sll created things. 
One foot he ccnter'd, and the other tum'd 
Eound through the vast profundity obscure. 
And said, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
This he thy just circumference, O worid. sa 

Thus God the heaven created, thus the earth, 
Matter unform'd and void. Darkness profound 
Cover'd th' abyss ; but on the wat'ry calm 
His brooding winga the Spirit of God outspread, 
And vital virtue infus'd and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mass, hut downward purg'd 

21* And] Newton would read ' In snr^ng waves ; ' it seems 
better, saya Todd, aa tbe Doctor oiienes, to say of the Eea, 
' ia Bu^ng wares,' than ' by.' 
^^ferdd] Hor. Od. i. i. 4. 

' llelaque ferddis 
Evitala rotis,' Hams. 
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The black, tartareous, cold, infernal, dregs, 
Adverse to life : then founded, then coaglob'd 
Like things to like ; the rest to several place s» 
Disparted, and between spun out the air, 
And earth self-balanc'd on her center hung. 

Let there be light, said God, and forthwith light 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure. 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native east 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 2m 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 
Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God saw the light was good ; 
And light from- darkness by the hemisphere aso 
Divided : light the day, and darkness night, 
He nam'd. Thus was the first day ev'n and mom : 
Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsung 
By the celestial choirs, when orient light 
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld, sk 

Birth-day of heaven and earth; with joy and shout 
The hollow universal orb they flll'd, 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning prais'd 
God and his works, creator him they sung. 
Both when first evening was, and when first mom. 

Again God said. Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters : and God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure, 
Transparent, elemental air, difius'd 253 

In circuit to the uttermost convex 
M» /mmdei] Bounded. Bentl. MS. 
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Of this great round ; partition flrni and sure, 
TTie waters underneath from those above 
Dividjiig : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide "" 
Crjstallin ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far remov'd, lest fierce estremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
And heaven he nam'd the flrmament : so ev'n 
And morning chorus sung the second day. '^^ 

The earth was form'd, but, in the womb as yet 
Of waters embryon immature involv'd, 
Appear'd not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle, hut with warm 
Prolific humour soft'ning all her globe =» 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moisture, when God said. 
Be gather'd now, ye waters under heaven, 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear sss 

Emei^enf, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into llie clouds, their tops ascend the sky. 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they sao 

Hasted with glad precipitance, uproll'd 
As drops on dust conglobing from the dry : 
Part rise jn crystal wall, or ridge direct. 
For haste ; such flight the great command imprest 
On the swift floods : as armies at the call sss 

Of trumpet, for of armies thou hast heard. 
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Troop to their standard, so the wat'ry thi-oDg, 
Wave rolling after wave, where way they found ; 
If sf«ep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 
Soft-ehbing ; nor withstood them rock or hill, aw 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With serpent error wand'ring, found their way. 
And on the washy oose deep channels wore. 
Easy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 
All but within those banks, where rivers now wb 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 
The dry land Earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated watera he call'd Seas ; 
And saw that it was good, and said. Let th' earth 
Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed. 
And fruit tree yielding fruit after her kind ; 
Whose seed is in herself upon the earth. 
He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then 
Desert and bare, unsightly, unadorn'd. 
Brought forlh the tender grass, whose verdure clad 
Her universal face with pleasant green ; sis 

Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flower'd 
Op'ning their various colours, and made gay 
Her bosom smoUing sweet: and these scarce blown. 
Forth tlourish'd thick the clust"ring viae, forth crept 

1M2 serpEKt] See Slrabo, ii. 424. Ap. Ehod. iv. 1541. Dftvies 

Bd Cio. da Nat. Deor. ii. 42. Solin. Polyhist. cssiv. 4. x. 

Virg. Georg. i. 244. Senaoie Thyestea, B69. Peele's Works 

by Dyce, ii. 11, ed. 1639: and Sandys' Psalms, p. 170. 

' Wilh Enake-like glide betweea the bordering hills.' 

wa iciaid'rmg] ■Winding, ii, 66. BenlL MS. 
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Tlie swelling gourd, up stood tlie corny reed, mi 
Embatlel'd in iier field; and th' humble shrub, 
And bush with frizzled hair implicit : last 
Eose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm'd 
Their blossoms ; ivith high woods the hills were 

crown'd ; 
With tufla the valleys and each fountain side ; ^ 
With borders long the rivers : that earth now 
Seem'd like to heaven, a seat where gods might 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt [dwell. 
Her sacred sJiades : though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground s32 
Kone was ; hut from the earth a dewy mist 
Went up and water'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field ; which, ere it was in the earth, 
God made, and ev'ry herb, before it grew 3m 
On the green stem : God saw that it was good : 
So ev'n and mom recorded the third day. 

Again th' Almighty spake: Let there be li|ht3 
High in th' expanse of heaven to divide mo 

The day from night ; and let them be for signs, 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them bo for lights, as I ordiua 

B^ tweUing] See Le Api de Rusoellai, v. J60. 
'E dir oi come col goufiato ventre 
L'idropioa ououtbita s'ingrossi.' 
and MUton'a Prose Works, vi. p. 388. ' The tumid pumpkin.' 
S21 corns] Virg. ^n. iii. 22. 

Virgulta, et deiisis Laslilibus horridii myrtus,' Hume. 
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Their office in the firmament of heaven 

To give light on the earth ; and it was so. -m 

And God made two great hghts, great for tiieir use 

To man, the greater to have rule hy day, 

The less hy nighf, alf em : and made the stars, 

And set them in the flrmainent of heaven, 

To illuminate the earth, and rule the day ^ 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night. 

And light from darkness to divide. God saw, 

Surveying his great work, that it was good ; 

For of celestial bodies first tlie sun, 

A mighty sphere, he firam'd, unlightsome first, 

Though of ethereal mould ; then form'd the moon 

Globose, and every magnitude of stars, set 

And sow'd with stars the heaven thick as a field. 

Of light by far the greater part he took. 

Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac'd 

In the sun's orb, made porous to receive ssi 

And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 

Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 

Eepairing, in their golden urns draw light, sa 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 

Ky tincture or reflection they augment 

S6S sHo'd] Spens. Hynin to Heav. Beauty, v, 53. 

'All sow'd with glistering slars, laore thick than grass.' 

Ihdd. 
B82 !igmd\ Lnoret. lib. v. 382. 

' Lai^ua item KymiS fons ftmBius, (eiherens ml.' iVeioton. 
3M lier] IntheSrst eil. 'bis horna,' wlilcb Feiitonanfl Beni- 
lej' follovi-. 
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Their small peculiar, though from human sight 
So far remote, with dim.imifion, seen. 
First in Lis east the glorious lamp was seen, sro 
Eegent of day, and all 111' horizon round 
Invested with bright rays, jocund to run 
His longitude through heaven's high road : the gray 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danc'd, 
Shedding sweet influence. Less bright the moon, 
But opposite in level'd west was set sm 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him, for other light she needed none 
In that aspect; and still that distance keeps 
Till night, then in the east her turn she shines, sso 
Eevolv'd on heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, 
"With thousand thousand stars, that then appear'd 
Spangling the hemisphere : then first adorn'd 

373 gray} See Carew's Poems, p. 60, ]2mo. 
' The yellow planets, and the gray 
Daim, shall attend thee on thy way.' Tbdd. 
Ml PfeHsfes] Phosphoros. BenO. 313. 
876 ttrtft] P. Fletcher'a Locusts, p. 40. 

' There every Marre ikeda hU smed iaftaence.' Todd. 
S7fl fj^naile] V. Adamus Exul of Grotina, p. 20. 
' Sed Luna, noctis domina, irateraum sibi 
FuTHnta Inmen, Bplendet idien^ face: 
Cumque alma. Phoelia soils opposita tIgb 
He^one vadiC, lamen adversum bib it.' 
wa ihoiaand ilar$] 

' Butilanfja corpora miHe, 
MJUe oculos, mille igiiiculos Intexit olympo.' 

A. Earns. Poem. Sacr. i. p. 6. 
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With their bright Imninaries, that set and rose, 
Glad ev'iuDg and glad morn crown'd the fourth 

And God said, Let the waters generate [day. 
Eeptile with spawn abundstht, living soul ; 
And let fowl iiy above the earth, with wings 
Diaplay'd on the open firmament of heaven. 3» 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And every bird of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas, sss 

And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl bo multiply'd on the earth. 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay, 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals itm 

Of flsh, that with their fins and shining scales 
Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid sea : part single, or with mate, 
Graae the sea weed their pasture, and through 

groves 
Of coral stray, or sporting with quick glance «o 
Show to the sun their wav'd coats dropt with gold ; 
Or in their pearly shells at ease attend 
Moist nutriment, or mider rocks their food 

"2 saiBi] See Hngtliorpe'a Divine Meditations, p. 89. 

■ ' The acuBs, oU i Lord, of all the lakes and fountains, 
TLe herdes are thine upon ten thonsand 

*"■ $!uSs] A. Earns. Poem Sacr. i. p. 8. 

' Pars qnoque tarda, hierena scopulis, sub et 
Finnammque, pednmque expers, depascit : 
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In jointed annour watch : on smooth the sea! 
And bended dolpMns play ; part huge of balk, 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in iJicir gait, 
Tempest the ocean ; there Leviathan, 
Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretch'd like a promontory sleeps, or swims 
And seems a moving land, and at his g^Ils <is 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out a sea. 
Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and shores, 
Their brood as numerous hatch from the egg, that 
Bursting with kindly rupture forth disclos'd [soon 
Their callow young! but feather'd soon and fledge, 
They summ'd their pens, and soaring th' air sublime 
With clang despis'd the groimd, under a cbud 

^w ar»Knir waicit] A. Eamsrei Poem. Saer. i. 7. 

Sulcat aijnas, muiiita latens sub tffgmine testa.' 
*!' JcimW] See Huet's Soto to Manilius, v. ilS; he ^ves 
3i5ar ten esaniplaa from the Latin Poets of this espression. 
' Ferpetuiun hoc Delphinflm Epitheton.' v, Bnim. ad Ovid, 
i. p. 259. 'CurvoDelphine.' Sat. Theb. i. 131. Also Fan- 
shaw's Poator Fido. p. 11. 

' Tha crook-back'd dolphin loraa in floods.' 
*I6 tpmis] Or. Met. iii. 6S6. 

' Et Bcoeptum patulis mnj-e naritms ffianl.' JVerton. 
'^ cfatig] See Slat. Theb. sii. 616, and Bnrman's Note to 
Ovid. Metam. lii. 628. See Orellius on Arnobiua, vol. ii. 
p. 4J7. Trypliiodonis. v. 345. (Merrick's Transl.) 
' Lond B3 th' embody'd cranes, a jiumerous throng 
Driven by the stormy winter sail along, 
Wliile Iha faint ploughman, and the labooring swain 
Curse tlie dire daagor of the noisy train.' 
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In prospect : there the eagle and the stork 
On cliffe and cedar tops their eyries huild : 
Part loosely wing the re^on, part more wise «5 
la common rang'd in figure wedge their way, 
InfeUigent of seasons, and set forth 
Their aery caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing i2b 

Easing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on wuids ; the air 
Floats, as they pass, fann'd wilh nnnumber'd 

plumes. 
From hranch to branch the smaller birds with song 
Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings 
Till ev'n ; nor then the solemn nightingale sw 
Ceas'd warhling, hut aU night tun'd her soft lays. 
Others on silver lakes and rivers bath'd 
Their downy breast ; the swan, with arched neck 

*K regioa] Spens. F. Q. iv, S. 9. Beutl MS. 
*a> J(e«r»] See Sir J. Dariaa on DoQciag, p. 158. (1602.) 
' Yet do the cranes deserve a greater praise, 
Whicli keep such measure in tlieir oiry ways, 
As wlien tliBy all in order ranked are.' 
*3l aiV] See iEsch. Prom. t. 12B. 

Tlrepiyiiii /Si^roif i-aoavpi^t.' Todd. 
M* SrHae'd] Virg. Mn. vii. 32. 

'.Etiieramiiiwiflnt cantu.' ToJd. 
«8 SEOnn] See Donne's Poems, p. 297. (16S3.) 
' Wlien goodly like a eliip in lier full trim, 
A sufon BO white that you may unto him 
Compare all whitenesse, but himself to none, 
Glided along, and as he glided ivatch'd. 
And with his aiv/ied iiecb Uiis poor fish catcli'd. 
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Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her state with oary feet: yet oil they quit «» 
The dank, and rising on stiff pennons tower 
The mid aerial sky. Others on ground [sounds 
Walk'd firm : the crested cock, whose clarion 
The silent hours, and th' other, whose gay train 
Adorns him, colour'd with the florid hue *« 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. The wafers thus 
"With fish replenish'!], and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning and mom solemnia'd the fifth day. 

The sixth, and of creation last, arose <" 

"With ev'ning harps and matin, when God said. 
Let the earth hring forth soul living in her kind. 
Cattle and creeping things, and beast of the earth, 
Each in their kind. The earth ohey'd, and straight 
Op'ning lier fertile womb teem'd at a birth 

M» oary] Sil. Ital. xiv. 190. 

'Innatat albns ofor, pronoque immobile corpus 
Dat fluvio, etpediiut taeitas eremigai nndaa.' 

"S crested eoch] See Murtial. Epig. sir. 223. 

' (Kaiirfffisoe sonant undiqne lucla aTos.' 
See Sylvester's Du Bartns, p. 30. 

' Ibo ere$ted coeh sings "Hant is up " to him." 
MS slarry eyes] See Beaumont's Psyche, c. i. St. 61. v. 2. 
' Aa -when the galliuit peiioock doth display 
His elaiTy train.' 
and A. EarasiBi Poem. Saor. vol. i. p. B. 

' Dum tumet, et caudce slellalie synnatu speotat.' 
W loul] In Milton's owu edition 'Jbul living." Bentley 
pointed ont the error and correefed it. 

ssa gangs] Bentley and Scwtan consider that there is an 
error in tlia text, and that tve ought to read ' thing.' 
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Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 
Limb'd and full grown. Out of tlie ground up rose 
As from his laire the wild beast, where lie wonns 
In forest wild, in thicket, brafce, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd ; 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green ; <=" 
Those rare and solitary, liese in ilocks 
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upsprung. 
The grassy clods now caJv'd ; now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 's* 

His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds, 
And rampant shakes his hrinded mane ; the ounce, 

S41 iconjTi] Fiurfas'fl Thsso, b. xvi. st. 6T. 
'A thousand devils in Limbo deep thatittWBc' Todd. 
«a frromfl Horn. H. xi. 678. 

iliraha irJorE* &iyijv. JKcAordton. 

^M cain'd] Sea Nonni DionysiacB, It. 427. 
Kal craxoc ivrMx^vros irijefijiro yiyavTav, 
'Qp S iitf i^inufnjvof avidpafiiv &xpa Tiraivuv 
Srjittof lvBiiiptiKO(, 3 ie «po-dop6rTi napj/va 
ipKTiv iteaiyonlviK imspeexeSev aftav aprn/prji' 
'JMoi &va Trp&iiiarfai i^ o/i^alav • Sf J' liri yOHj 
"H/ieTE^ uveTtX^, IttioTpE'pc! okIov ielpbif 
'AiUof iirt/nHHTTOiTa Xojto n-poli^a nnuvuii, 
'CH^fit aT£pi>oi> £*paivfj ifoi ^iciri fJ^rpd^ &vepTT(^ 
'Ek ^ayovav KOrii ^ai&v arap^ii (joprara KaS/ia, 
fM irate] Vlrg. ^n. si. 492. 

' Abruptis fngit priesepLa Tinolis.' 
IM aftnl-cs] A. EamSiBi P. Sacr. vol. i. p. 9. 

' Hino Leo priediitor, Lybiois noTa incola oampis, 
Oie fremens, oetUls eclntillans, perq^ue torosa 
Colla jubas jactans.'— 
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The libbard, and tlie tiger, as the mole 
Rising, the crumbled earth abo¥e them threw 
In hillocka ; the swift stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head ; scarce from his mould 
Behemoth, bluest bom of earth, upheav'd jn 
His vastness: fleec'd the flocks and bleating rose. 
As plants : ambiguous between sea and land 
The river horse and. scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, na 
Insect or worm ; those wav'd their limber fans 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 
In aU the liveries deck'd of summer's pride 
With spots of gold and purple, azure and green : 
These as a line their long dimension drew, <») 
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not all 
Minims of nature; some of serpent kind, 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd 
Their snaky folds and added wings. First crept 
The parsimonious emmet, provident ™ 

Of future, in small room large heart inclos'd. 
Pattern of just equality perhaps 
Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty ; swarming next appear'd 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone im 

«* saah/foMa] A. Earns. P. Sacr. i. 10. 

'Atque orbibiis orbes 
Implsxos einuontem anguem.' 
MS pre^deiit— large Seart] The former part from Hor. Sat. 
1. 1. 36, and the latter from Virg. Georg. iv. 63. Neaion. 
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Deliciouslj', and buUda her waxen cells 
With honey stor'd ; the rest are numberless, 
And thou their natures know'st, and gav'st them 
Kcedless to thee repeated; nor unknown [names, 
The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, t^ 

Of huge extent Bometimes, with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now heaven in all her glory shone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great First Mover's hand mo 
First wheel'd their course ; earth in her rich attire 
Consummate lovely smil'd ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, flsh, beast, was flown, was swum, was 

walk'd 
Frequent ; and of the sixth day yet remain'd } 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end aa 
Of all yet done ; a creature, who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but indu'd 
"With sanctity of reason, might erect 
Ilis stature, aad upright with front serene 
Govern the rest, self-knowing ; and from thence sio 

Ml mucea ceBa] So Marino's SI. of tte Innocents, p. 28. 
' Or when the bees, like murmuring armies, hide 
The tops of flowers, where sweetest neclar flows, 
And on their Uden wings the odorous prey 
In troops, imto Uieh: tBoaJen camp convey.' 
»T liairy mane] See Vicg. JEa. ii. 206. Petronil TiojiB 
Elosis, V. S3. J. Obsegnens de Frodlgiis, p. 64. ' Angues 
jnbati.' Pianti Ampliitr. act. T. EC. i. 'Jubatua anguis 
major solitia.' Capitolin. Vit. Anton. Pii, is. 35, ed. 
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IS to correspond with heaven ; 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God supreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore the omnipotent sia 
Eternal Father, for where is not he 
Present? thus to his Son audibly spake. 

Let us make now man in our image, man 
In our similitude, and let them rale 5» 

Over the fish and fowl of sea and air, 
Beast of the field, and over all the earth, 
And every creeping tling that creeps the ground. 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O man. 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils hreath'dsa 
The breath of life : in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Express, and thou boca,m'st a living souL 
Male he created thee, but thy consort 
Female for race ; then blesa'd mankind, and said, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, rai 

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air. 
And every hving thing that moves on the earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place m 

la yet distinct by name, thence, as ihou know'st, 

sso (toif<] Tickell, Fenton, and Benileyhave adopted in 
this passage a wrong punctuation, paltiiiE only a comma after 
'eortli' (534), and a full atop after 'nam8'(638)- Kewlon 
vesKired the reading of Milton's ovrn editions. 
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He brought thee iuto this delicious grove, 

This garden, planted with the trees of God, 

Delectable both to behold and taste ; 

And freely all their pleasant fruit for food sw 

Gave thee ; all sorts aie here that all th' eailh yields. 

Variety without end ; but of the tree, 

Which tasted, works knowledge of good and evil, 

Thou may'st not : in Ihe day thou eat'st thou dy'st ; 

Death is the penalty impos'd, beware, hs 

And govern well thy appetite, lest sio 

Surprize fliee, and her blaek attendant death. 

Here finish'd he, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev'n and mom aecomplish'd the sixOi day : ssa 
Yet not, till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though wnivearied, up retura'd, 
Up to the heaven of heavens his high abode. 
Thence to behold this new-created world, 
Th' addition of his empire, how it show'd sss 

In prospect from his throDe, how good, how fair, 
Answering his great idea. Up he i-ode, 
Follow'd with acclamation and the sound 
Symphonious of ten thousand harps, that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air sso 

Eesoauded, thou rememher'st, for thou heard'st; 
The heavens and all the constellations rung, 
The planets in their station list'ning stood. 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlasting gates, they sung, ws 

Open, ye heavens, your living doors ; let in 

vot. II. 7 
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Tke great Creator, from liis work retum'd 

Magnificent, his six days' work, a world ! 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 

To visit oft the dwellings of just men sw 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourse 

Thither wiH send his winged messengers 

On errands of supernal grace. So sung 

The glorious train ascending : He through heaven, 

That open'd wide her blazing portals, led sm 

To God's eternal house direct the way, 

A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold. 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way 

"Which nightly as a circling zone thou seest sw 

Powder'd with stars. And now on earth tiie seventh 

Ev'ning arose in Eden, for the sun 

"VVas set, and twilight from the east came on, 

Foi-erunning night ; when at the holy mount 

Of heaven's high seated top, th' imperial throne tss 

Of Godhead, fis'd for ever firm and sure. 

The Filial Power arriv'd, and sat him down 

With his 'great Father; for he also went 

Invisible, yet stay'd, such privilege 

Hath Omnipresence, and the work ordain'd, sso 

Author and end of all things, and from work 

Now resting, hless'd and hallow'd the seventh day, 

As resting on that day from all his work. 

But not in silence holy kept; the harp 

1 light.' TwM. 
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Had work, and rested not; the solemn pipe sss 

And dulcimer, all organs Of sweet stop, 

All sonnda on fret by string or golden wire, 

Temper'd soft tunings, inl«rmix'd with voice 

Choral or unison : of incense clouds 

Fuming from golden censers hid the mount. sm 

Creation and the six days acts they sung ; 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite [tongue 

Thy power ; what thought can measure thee, or 

Relate thee ! greater now in thy return 

Tlian from the giant angels ; thee that day «m 

Thy thunders magnified ; but to create 

la greater than created to destroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ! easily the proud attempt 

Of spirits apostate and their counsels vain sio 

Thou hast repell'd, while impiously ihey thought 

Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 

To lessen thee, against Ma purpose serves 

To manifest the more thy might : his evil ou 

Thou usest, and from thence creat'at more good. 

"Witness this new-made world, another heaven 

From heaven gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea; 

Of amplitude almost immense, with stars «» 

Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 

Of deslin'd habitation ; but thou know'st 

Their seasons : among tliese the seat of men, 

Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus'd, 
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Their pleasant dwelling place. Thrice happy men, 
And sons of men, whom God hath Ihus advanu'd. 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship liim ; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or £ur. 
And mulfiply a race of worshippers sai 

Holy and just: thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright. 
So suag they, and the empyrean rung 
With Hallelujahs : thus was Sahhafh kept. 
And thy request think now fulfill'd, that aak'd ej; 
How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning, that posterity 
Inform'd by thee might know. If else thou seek'st 
Aught, not surpassmg human measure, say. sio 
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Adam inqnirea concerning oelestinl motions, is donbtfnily 
answer'd, nnd exhorted to search rather fhmgs more worthy 
of knowledge. Adam assents; and still desirous 1o detain 
Raphael, relates to him what he tememherM since his own 
creation; his phioing in Paradise; his talk with Goc oon- 
caming solitude and fit society; his first meeting and nnp- 
tiala with Eve ; hia dlsconrse with the angel thereuron ; who, 
after admonitions repeated, departs. 

Ths angel ended, and in Adam's esir 
So charming left hia voice, that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, still stood flx'd to hear : 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully replied. 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompence » 
Equal, Lave I to render thee, divine 
Historian ? who thus largely hast allay'd 

I The angel] In llie first edition of this Poem in ten books, 
here woa only this line. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied. 

This would hare been too ahrapt a beginning for a new 

book. Newhm. 

6 WliOt ftojiis] See Beaumont's Psyche, c. xii. st. 171. 

' My Eoule's sweet irienii, wkai Sumh can I repay 

For all ais honey which thy tongue hath shed.' 
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The thirst I had of knowledge, and Touchsaf d 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Things else by me unsearchable, now heard 
"With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator : something yet of doubt remains, 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 
Of heaven and earth consisting, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth a spot, a grain, 
An atom, ivith the firmament compar'd 
And all her number'd stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces incomprehensible, for such 
Their distance argues, and their swift return 
Diurnal, merely to officiate light 
Bound this opacous earth, this punctual spot, 
One day and night, in all their vast survey 
Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire. 
How nature wise and frugal could commit 
Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create. 
Greater so manifold, to this one use, 
For aught appears, and on their orbs impose 
Such restless revolution day by day 

8 The IMrst\ See Daale H Purgator. c. xviii. ver. 4. 
' Ed io, cui nuova sste ancor frugava, 
Di fuor tneeva, e deiitro dioea.' 
» coitdesceasioHl Convereiition, ver. B19. Jienll 313. 
U sofcriibn] Deoisioii. Mentl. MS. 
^ gmdly] Hamlet, act ii, scene ii- 

' Tliis goodly frame the Earth..' 
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Repeated, while the seilenlaiy earlli, 

That better might with fur less compass move, 

Served by more noble than herseltj attains 

Her end without least motion, and receives, ss 

As tribute, such a sumless journey brought 

Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed, to describe whose swiftness number fails. 

So spake our sire, and by his count'nance seem'd 
Entering on studious thoughts abstruse ; which 

Eve 
Perceiving where she sat retir'd in sight, « 

With lowliness majestic from her seat, 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay, 
Hose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers, 
To visit how they prosper'd, bud and bloom, n 
Her nursery; they at her coming sprung, 
And touch'd by her f^ tendance gladlier grew. 
Tet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high ; such pleasure she reserv'd, so 
Adam relating, she sole auditress ; 
Her husband the relater she preferr'd 
Before the angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather ; he, she knew, would intermix 

18 j(jrM«sJ So Marino Adon. o, iii, sL 65, and c. vL sl^ 146. 

' TutW nl vanir d'AdoQ par che ridenti 

Eiveatft il bel j^acdin novi colori.' Thyer. 

^ to mk] In nccordancB wilh St. Paul, Corinth, i. xiv. 35. 

'And if tbey (women) will lenm any thing, lot Ihcm sisk 

tbair hnsbands at homo.' 
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Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute m 
"With conjugal caresses ; from his lip 
Not words alone pleas'd her. when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd ? 
With goddess-like demeanour forth she went ; 
Not unattended, for on her as queen so 

A pomp of winning graces waited still, 
And from about her shot darts of desire 
Info all eyes to wisli her still in sight. 
And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos'd 
Beneyolent and facile thus replied. «s 

To ask or search I blame thee not,|for heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wondroas works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years. 
This to attain, whether heaven move or earth to 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scann'd by them who ought 
Eather admire ; or if they list to try 7s 

E5 srfM] 'Sio ait, ac mediis interserit oscula rerbia. 

Oci-l Mel. s. 559. 
and Epist. Kiii. TSr. 119, ed. Buna. Tol. i. p. 180. 
' QalB mihi dum referes, qunmvls audire juvabitj 
Malta tamen cupies oscula, multit dabis. 
Semper in his apte nnrrantlii verba resistant. 
Promtiof est duloi lingua retanta mora.' 
MiiiK] SeeGreene'sNevertonlate, P. aot2. (1616.) 
' Hla bow of Steele, daiis of ilre 
He sM amongst them sweet deiire.' 
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ConjectHre, lie his fabric of the heavens 
Hath left to their disputes/ perhaps to move 
Ilis laughter at their quaint opinioDS wide 
Hereafte^ when they come to model heaven 
And calculate the stars, how they will wield eo 
The mighty frame, how huild, unhuild, contrive, 
To save appearances; how gird the sphere 
"With centric and eccentric scribhied o'er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb. 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess, m 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposest, 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor heaven such journeys run, 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit. Consider first, that great «o 

Or bright infers not excellence : the earth 
Though, in comparison of heaven, so small. 
Nor glistering, may of solid good contain 
More plenty than the sun, that barren shines, 
"Whose virtue on itself works no effect, m 

But in the fruitful earth : there first receiv'd 

" kScti] Manllii Astr. iv. 158. 

' layeiiiuiit et in nstra vies, munerisque modisque 

Consnmmimt otbeia,' 

!» ecteairic] See Dekker'a If this be not a good Piny the 
Devil Is in It, p. 13. 'In gibberish no man nndorstands of 
quacHleB, aspeots, centricall, ecoeiilrioal, cosmial, acroni- 
call,' &c.i and LisIe'S Da Bactas, 1T4. ' CoQoentrike, escen- 
tricke, epicycle, apogee.' Sylvester's Du Bartas, p. 140 — 
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His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to earth are those bright luminaries 
Officious, but to thee earth's habitant. 
And for the heavens wide circuit, let it speak wo 
The Maker'a high magnificence, who built 
So spacious, and his line stretch'd out so far ; 
Tliat man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg*!! in a small partition, and the rest im 

Ordain'd for uses to Lis Lord best known. 
The swiftness of those circles attribute, 
Though numberless, to his omnipotence. 
That to corporeal substances could add 
Speed almost spiritual: me thou think'st not 
slow, lis 

"WTio since the morning hour set out from heaven 
Where God resides, and ere mid day arriv'd 
In Eden, distance inexpressible 
, By numbers that have name. But this I urge. 
Admitting motion in the heavens, to show 1:3 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd ; 
Not that 1 so affirm, though so it seem 
To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth. 
God, to remove Ms ways from human sense, 
Plae'd heaven from earth so far, that earthly sight, 
If it presume, might err in things too high. 
And no advantage gain. What if the sun 
Be center to the world, and other stars. 
By his attractive virtue and their own 
Incited, dance about him various rounds ? '^ 
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Their ■wand'ring course now high, now low, then 

liid, 
Progressive, retrograde, or standing still, 
In six thou seest ; and wliat if seventh to these 
The planet earth, so steadfast though she seem, 
Insensibly three different motions move ? m 

Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe, 
Mov'd contrary with tliwart obliquities, 
Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb suppos'd, 
Invisible else above all stars, the wheel las 

Of day and night ; which needs not thy belief, 
If earth industrious of herself fetch day 
Travelling east, and with her part averse 
From the sun's beam meet night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if tliat light, "o 
Sent from her through the wide tnmspicuous air, 
To the terrestrial moon be as a star 
Enlight'ning her by day, as she by night 
This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 
Fields and inhabitants ; her spots thou seest im 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and i-aiu produce 
Fruits in her soii«n'd soil, for some to eat 
Allotted there; and other suns perhaps 
"With their attendant moons thou wilt descry, 
Communicating male and female light, iso 

"Which two great sexes animate the world, 
Stor'd in each orb perhaps with some that live. 
For swch vast room in nature unpossess'd 
By living soul, desert and desolate, 
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Only fo shine, yet scarce to contribute iss 

Each orb a glimpse of light, convey'd so far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. 
But whether thus these things, or whether not, 
Whether the sun predominant in heaven leo 

Rise on the earth, or earth rise on the sim, 
He from the east hia flaming road begin, 
Or she from west her silent course advance 
With inoffensive pace, that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle, while she paces ev'n, iw 

And bears thee soft with the smooth air along. 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 
Leave them to God above, him serve and fear : 
Of other creatures, as him pleases best, 
Wherever plac'd, let him dispose ; j^ thou i™ 
In wliat he gives to thee, this paradise 
And thy fair Eve; heaven is for thee too high 
To know what passes there ! be lowly wise : 
Tliink only what concerns thee and thy being ; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 
Live, in what state, condition, or degree, i" 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of earth only, but of highest heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply'd. 

oantaatiOQ in May's Edw. 

' Must cdntribule to Philip's overtiirow.' Todd. 
i^famiag] Perhaps Milton liail in mind tho uvToTihs 
^/iwrof iiunTTijldc m tiie Prometheus of £schylus, versfl 
B16. A.S!ice. 
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How fully hast thou satisfj'd me, pure leo 

Intelligence of heaTen, angel serene, 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live 
Tlie easiest way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, ibs 
And not molest us, unless we our selves [vain. 
Seek them with wand'ring tlioughts, and notions 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end ; 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, she learn, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom ; what is more, is fume. 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence, las 

And TcaUcra us in things that most concern 
Unpractis'd, unprepai-'d, and still to seek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us descend 
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 
Useful, whence haply mention may arise soo 

Of something not unseasonable to ask 
By sufferance, and thy wonted favour deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 
My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard ; sk 
And day is not yet spent ; tili then thou scest 
How subtly to detain thee I devise. 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 
Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 
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For while I sit with thee, I seem in heaven, 21a 
Ajid sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 
Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantest fo thirst 
And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 
Of sweet repast : they satiate, and soon fill, 
Thoagh pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divine 
Imbu'd, bring to their sweetness no satiety. sib 
To whom thus Raphael answer'd heavenly meek. 
Nor are tliy lips ungraceful, sire of men, 
Kor tongue ineloquent; for GOD on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath also pour'd mi 

Inward and outward both, his image fair : 
Speaking or mute all comehness and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms. 
Nor less think we in heaven of thee on earth, 
Than of our fellow servant, and inquire w 

Gladly into the ways of God with man : 
For God we see hath honour'd thee, and set 
On man his equal love. Say therefore on ; 
For I that day was absent, as befell. 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, sa* 

Far on excuiBion toward the gates of hell, 
Squar'd in full legion, such command we had, 

211 aeeeter] Stillingfleet refers to Homer's Od. iv. BM, and 
Kewton to Vicg. Eel. v. 46. 
2ifl bring] See Dante II Pnrgator. c. sxxi. v. 128. 
' L' anima mia gnstava di quel cibo, 
Che EBzinndo dl ee di se nsseta.' 
^9 F<ir I\ How tlisn could he relate the creation ? Send, 
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To see that none thence issu'd forth a spy, 
Or enemy, while God was in. hia work. 
Lest he, incens'd at such eruption bold, s35 

Destruction with creation miglit have mix'd. 
Not that they durst without his leave attempt, 
But us he sends upon his high hehests 
For state, as Sov'reign King, and to enure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut 
The dismal gates, and barricado'd strong ; mi 

But long ere our approaching heard witliin 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we retum'd np to the coast of light s« 

Ere sabbath ev'ning : so we had in charge. 
But Ihy relation now ; for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thy words, no less than (hou with mine. 
So spake the godlike power, and thus our sire. 
For man to tell how human life began sso 

Is hard ; for who himself beginning knew ? 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
Induc'd me. As new wak'd froni soundest sleep 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid, 
In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun ass 
Soon dry'd, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward heaven my wond'ring eyes I tum'd, 
And gaz'd awhile the ample sky, till rais'd 
By quick instinctive motion up I sprung. 
As thitherward endeavouring, and upright s« 

Stood on my feet : about me round I saw 

2SS omp?.'] at til' nzure. SeailMS. 
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Hil], dale, and sLydy woods, and sunny plains, 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams ; by these 
Creatures that liv'd, and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew ; 
Birds on the branches warbling; all things smil'd, 
"With fr^rance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
My self I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran. 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, s™ 
lincw not : to speak I try'd, and forthwith spake ; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
"WLate'er I saw. Thou sun, said 1, fair light. 
And thou enlighten'd earlh, so fresh and gay, 
Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains, 
And ye tliat live and move, fiiir creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here ? m 
Not of my self, by some great Maker then. 
In goodness and in power preeminent : 

2M liquid lapie] ' Prope fontis adlapaum.' v. Apulei Metam. 
T. p. lil. ed. Delph. 

SBC intifd\ Tonsou's ed. 172!r, prints the passage thns, 

' nil things emil'd 

With fragrance; and with joy my heart o'erflow'd.' 
BeatJey's edition and others followed the same pnnctuation: 
bnt Milton's own editjon doea not Eupport it. 

2S3 OS] iha second edition reads ' and lively,' which Kawton 
conceives to be an error of the press. 

SK name] Warborlon has pointed out a contradiction be- 
tween this passage and ver. 3Ci2. In the lirst, Adam saja he 
conld name what he saw before he got into Paradise ; in the 
latter, that God gave him the ability when the beasts came 
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Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, iso 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know. 
While dius I call'd, and stray'd I knew not whither. 
From wliere I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light, when answer none rctum'd, ss 
On a green shady hank profuse of fiow'rs 
Pensive I sat ine down ; there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seiz'd 
My droused sense, untroubled, though I tiiought 
I then was passing to my former state sso 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve ; 
"When suddenly stood at my head a dream, 
"Whose inward apparition gently mov'd 
My fancy to believe I yet had being, aE4 

And liv'd : one came, methought, of ehape divine. 
And eaid. Thy mansion wants thee, Adam, rise. 
First man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
First father, call'd by thee, I come thy guide 
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepar'd. 
So saying, by the hand he took me rais'd, a™ 

And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth sliding without st«p, last led me up 
A woody mountain ; whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodliest trees sm 
Planted, with walks, and bowers, that what I saw 
Of earth before scarce pleasant seem'd. Each tree 
Loaden with fairest fruit, that hung to the eye 
Tempting, stirr'd in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I wak'd, and found 
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Had lively eliadow'd : here had new begun 
My wand'ring, had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appear'd. 
Presence Divine. Rejoicing, but with awe, 
in adoration at his feet I fell ^'^ 

Submiss : He rear'd me, and, whom thou sought'st 

I am, 
Said mildly, author of all this thou seest 
Above, or round about tliee, or beneath. 
This paradise I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : aai 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 
Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 
But of the Tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy f^th »8 
Amid the garden by the Tree of Life, 
Remember what I warn thee, shon to taste. 
And shun the bitter consequence : for know, 
The day thou eat'st thereof, my sole command 
Transgrest, inevitably thou shalt die ; sm 

From that day mortal, and tliis happy state 
Shalt lose, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and sorrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 
The rigid interdiction, which resounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 33s 
Not to incur, ; but soon his clear aspect 
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Eetum'd and gracious purpose thus renew'd. 
Not only these fair bouiida, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein live, '» 

Or live in sea, or air, beast, fish, and fowl. 
In sign whereof each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection; understand the same sw 
Of flsh within their wat'ry residence, 
Not hither summon'd since they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he spate, each bird and beast behold an 
Approaching two and two ; these cowering low 
With blandishment, each bird stoop'd on bis wing. 
I nam'd them, as they pass'd, and understood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God indu'd 
My sudden apprehension : but in these 
I found not wliat me thought I wanted slill; ks 
And to heavenly vision thus presum'd. 

by what name, for thou above all these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpasses far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Auliior of this universe, sao 

And all this good to man, for whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal, 
Thou hast provided all things ? but with me 
I see not who partakes. In soUtude 
What happiness, who can enjoy alone, sm 

Or all enjoying what contentment find? 
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TIius I presumptuous ; and the vision bright, 
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus reply'd. 

Wlat caU'st thou solitude ? Is not the earth 
With various living creatures and the air a™ 

Eeplenish'd, and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know'st thou 

Their language and their ways ? They also know, 

And reason not contemptibly; with these 

Find pastime, and bear rule ; thy realm is large, sra 

So spake the universal Iiord, and seem'd 
So ordering, I, with leave of speech implor'd. 
And humble deprecation, thus reply'd. 

Let not my words offend thee, heavenly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. »» 

Hast thou not made me here thy substitute, 
And these inferior far beneath me set ? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort, what harmooy, or true delight ? 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due, ass 

Giv'n and receiv'd; but in disparity. 
The one intense, the other still remiss. 
Cannot well suit with either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate asn 

All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort; they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion witit lioness ; 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combin'd ; 
Much less can bird with beast, or &sh v/ith fowl, tm 
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So well converse, nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of all. 
"Wliereto th' Almighty answer'd, not displeas'd. 
A nice and subtile happiness I see 
Thou to thyself proposesl^ in the choice «' 

Of thy associates, Adam, and "wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think'st thou then of me, and this my state ? 
Seem I to thee sufficiently possest 
Of happiness, or not ? who am alone ^oa 

From aD eternity ; for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much less. 
How have I then with whom to hold converse, 
Save with the creatures which I made, and those 
To me inferior, infinite descents tw 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas'd, I lowly answer'd. To attsun 
The highfh and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come short. Supreme of things ; 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 'is 

Is no deficienee found r not so is man, 
But in degree, the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help, 
Or solace his defects. No need that thou 
Should'st propagate, already uifinite, «o 

And through all numbers absolute, though one. 
But man by number is to manifest 
His single imperfection, and beget 

*!' Sectm^ Hor. Od. i. xii. 18. 

' Sec yiget qnidquam simile, aat Becnndmn.' Neu-iuti. 
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Like of his like, liia image mukiply'd, 

In unity defective, wliich requires «• 

Collateral love, and dearest amity. 

Thou in thy secrecy allhough alone, 

Best with thy self accompany'd, seek'st not 

Social communication ; yet so pleas'd 

Canst raise thy creature to what highth thou wilt «» 

Of union or communion, deiiy'd ; 

I by conversing cannot these erect 

From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 

Thus I embolden'd spake, and freedom ua'd 

Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gain'd <3s 

This answer from the gmcious Voice Divine. 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas'd, 
And find thee knowing not of beasts alone, 
"Which thou hast rightly nam'd, hut of thy self, 
Espressuig well the spirit within thee free, «o 
My image, not imparted to the brute ; 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely should'st dislike, 
And he so minded still : I, ere thou spak'st, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone, ta 

And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee, for trial only brought, 
To see how thou could'st judge of fit and meet. 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assur'd, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self, mb 

Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desii-e. 

He ended, or I heard no more ; for now 
My earthly by his heavenly ovcrpower'd, 
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^Tiich it kid long stood under, sti'ala'd to the highlli 
In th^ celestial colloquy sublime, «5 

As with an object that excels the sense, 
Da^zledj and spent, sunk down, and sought repair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell (so 

Of fancy my internal sight, by which 
Abstract as in a trance me thought I saw, 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
Still glorious before whom awake I stood ; 
Who stooping open'd my left side, and took <b3 
From thence a lib, with cordial spirits warm. 
And life-hlood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound, 
But suddenly with flesh flll'd up and heal'd. 
The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands a creature grew t'f 

Manlike, but diiferent sex, so lovely fair, 
That what seem'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 
Mean, or in her summ'd up, in her contain'd 
And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 
Sweetness into my heart, unfelt before, ivs 

And into all things from her air inspir'd 
The spirit of love and amorous delight. 
She disappear'd, and left me dark, I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever lo deplore 

4M the ihapei the same, Benll MS. 
*re rnifik] Fairfax's Tasso, sis. 94. 
'A sweetness strniige from that swoet voke's sound 
Pierceil my heart.' Soick. 
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Her loss, and otlicr pleasures all abjure. lao 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adom'd 

With what all earth or heaven eould bestow 

To make her amiable : on she came, 

Led by her heavenly Maker, though unseen, las 

And guided by his voice, nor uuinform'd 

Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites : 

Grace waa in all her steps, heaven in her eye, 

In every gesture dignity and love. 

I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. ^m 

This turn hath made amends ; thou hast fulfill'd 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things feir but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts, nor enviesf. I cow see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, my self «9s 
Before me ; woman is her name, of man 
Extracted ; for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere ; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely bi-ought. 
Yet innocence and virgin modesty, sa 

Her virtue and the conscience of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not unsought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retir'd, 

its hewen ] Fletcher's Philaster, act iii. ecene 1. 

' How Beamn la in jonr fyet,' Ibdd. 

^"^ ronidencei For conscionaness. So Cio. de Senectuta; 
' Omacimtia bene aoise vitie jucundissiraa est,' and in the 
Englisli version of tlie Bible, H<!b. x. 2. ' Should have no 
US.' PtiN-ce. 
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The more desirable, or, fo say all, i05 

Nature hereelf, though pure of sinful thought, 
Wrought ia her so, that seeiDg me she turn'd ; 
I foUow'd her, she what was honour knew. 
And with obsequious majesty approv'd 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower sm 
I led her blushing lite the mom : all heaven. 
And happy constellations on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence ; the earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs su 
Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rose, Hung odours fi'om the spicy shrub. 
Disporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the ev'niiig star 
On his hill top to light the bridal lamp. kh 

Thus I have told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss. 
Which I enjoy, and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As, us'd or not, works in the mind no change, bs» 
Nor vehement desire ; these delicacies [flowers, 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and 
"Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwise, transported I behold. 
Transported touch 5 here passion first I felt, 5311 

611 Uutliing] Fletcher's F. Shepherd, act. i. scene 1. 

■ — ' O yon arc fuirer far 

Than the chaste blusJiin;/ mom.' TodJ. 
Wi lirds\ Herds. Beaa. MS. 
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Commotion strange, in all enjoyments else 
Superior and unmov'd, here only weak 
Against the charm of heauty's powerful glance. 
Or nature fail'd in me, and left some part 
Hot proof enough sucli object to sustain, m< 

Or from my side suhducting took perhaps 
More than enough ; at least on her bestow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
Elaborate, of inward less exact. 
For well I understand in the prime end mo 

Of nature her Hi' inferior, in the mind 
And inward faiiulties, which most excel ; 
In outward also her resembling less 
His image who made both, and less expressing 
The character of that dominion giyen mj 

O'er other creatures : yet when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say 
Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best: »o 
All liigher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded, wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanc'd, and like foHy shows : 
Authority and reason on her wait, 
As one intended first, not after made ess 

Occasionally; and, to consummate all, 
Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guai'd angelic plac'd. 

ic'(/] 'Looks diBCOiicertcd.' BenS. MS. 



=db, Google 



BOOK VIII, 123 

To whom the angel witk contracted, brow, mo 
Accuse not nature, she hath clone her part ; 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wisdom; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most tliou need'st her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things «s 

Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'st. 
For what admir'st thou, what transports thee so ? 
An outside ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, tliy honouring, and thy love. 
Not thy subjection : weigli with her thyself; ero 
Then value : oft times nothing, profits more 
Than self esteem, grounded on just and right 
Well manag'd : of that skill the more thou know'st, 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her shows ; sts 

Made so adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou may'st lore 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise. 
But if the sense of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated seem such dear delight a* 

Beyond all otlier, think the same vouchsaTd 
To cattel and each beast ; which would not be 

w conlraclal brmoj 

' To whom the acgel, whose severer brow 

Sent forth a frown.' 

See Qnarles' Dmne Poame, p. 250; lind Shepherd's Oracle, 
p. 60. 
"a adorn] v. Spens. F. Qa. iii. xii. 20. 

' Without aifocne of gold, or silver livight.' Burie. 
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To them made common and divulg'd, if aught 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him move. ek 

What higher in her society thou flnd'st 
Attractive, human, rational, love still: 
In loving f hou dost well, in passion not. 
Wherein true love consists not ; love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges ; hath his seat 
In reason, and is judicious ; is the scale «' 

By which to heavenly love thou maj'st ascend. 
Not sunk in carnal pleasure ; for which cause 
Among the beasts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half ahash'd Adam reply'd, ssi 
Neither her outside form'd so f^ir, nor aught 
In procreation common lo all kinds, 
Though higher of the genial bed by far 
And with mysterious reverence I deem, 
So much delights me; as those graceful acts, ™> 
Those thousand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, niix'd with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in ua both one soul; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair <» 

More grateful than harmonious sound to the ear. 
Yet these subject not ; I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd, 
Who meet with various objects, from the sense 

MS genial bed} ' Genialia Lcctoli.' Amob. lib. iv. c. 20. 
Apuleius lie Asino. ' Ftcdus thori genialis. v. Oi-ellium ad 
Amob. ToL ii, p. 219. 
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Variously representing; yet still free eio 

Approve the best, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blam'st me not, for love thou sa/st 
Leads up fo heaven, is both the way and guide ; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask : 
Love not the heavenly spirits, and how their love 
Express they? by looks only? or do they mis sis 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the angel with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red, love's proper hue, 
Answer'd. Let it suffice thee that thou know'st 
TJa happy, and without love no happiness. ki 

"Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'st, 
And pure thou wert created, we enjoy 
In eminence, and obstacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive bars : ea 
Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desiring ; nor restrain'd conveyance need 
As flesh to mix: with flesh, or soul with soul. 
But I can now no more ; the parfing sun em 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and Verdant Isles, 
Hesperean sets, my signal to depart. 
Be strong, live happy, and love, but first of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command ; take heed lest passion sway 
Thy judgment to do aught, which else free will oas 

«ii greeii, Gipe\ See Lide'a Du BorloB, p. 94. 
' Thrusts out the Cape of Fessc, the grtea Gipe and the 
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Would not admit ; thine and of all tliy sons 

The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware. 

I in thy persevering shall rejoice, 

And all the blest : stand fast ; to stand or fall wo 

Free ia thine own arbitrement it lies ; 

Perfect within, no outward aid require, 

And all temptation to transgress repel. 

So saying, he arose j whom Adam thus 
FoUow'd with benediction. Since to part, f<s 

Go, heavenly guest, ethereal messenger. 
Sent from whose sov'reign goodness I adore. 
Gentle to mc and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honour'd ever 
With grateful memory ; thou to mankind cm 

Be good and friendly still, aud oft return. 

So parted they, the angel up to heaven 
Fmm the thick shade, and Adam to liis bower. 

«S' tufeiiV] Used in the Latin sense, as in Ter. Heant. act v. 
EC. ii. ' Quid ego taiitum soeleris admUi miser ? ' A'eirfun. 
6U /■/££] See Danta II PurgiiL c. ssvii, v, IZ?. 
' Son aspettar mio dir piii, nfe mio oenno. 
Libera, dritto, e saao i tao arbitrio ; 
E fallo fora non fare a sue senno.' 
^3 bower} Compare the parting of Jupiter anJ Thetis io 
Horn. H. i. 632. 

•Eit £?ia aSro jiaSdav air' aly^^yTo^ 'OS.t^jrou, 
ZeCf & &» irpSf iHjia. 2Mi 
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BOOK IX. 



Satak liaviDg compiiEseil the earth, nith meditated guile re- 
turns as a mist by eight into Paradise, and enters into the 
Eerpent sleeping. Adam nnd Eve in the morning go forth, to 
their labonre, which Eva proposes to divide in several places, 
each labonring aparti Adam consents not, ulleging the danger, 
lest that enemy, of whom they were forewarned, should 
attempt her foond alone ; Eve, loih to l>e thought not oircam- 
spect or Arm enough, nrges her gouig npart, the rather desirous 
to muke trial of her strength : Adnrn ut last jields ; the ser- 
pent finds her alone ; hia subtle approach, first gazing, tlien 
speaking, ivith much flattery extolling Eve above all other 
creatures. Eve, wondering to bear the serpent speak, asks 
how he attained to hmnan speech and euch understanding 
not till now! Uie serpent answers, that by taatJugof a oertDin 
tree in the garden he attained both to speech and reason, till 
then void of both ; Eve requires him to bring her to that tree, 
and finds it to be the Tree of Knowledge forbidden; the 
serpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles and arguments 
induces her at length to eat: she, pleased with tbe taste, 
deliberates a. while whether to impart thereof to Adam, or 
not; at last biings him of the fmit, relates what persuaded 
her to eat thereof: Adam at first aroaied, but perceiving her 
lost, resolves, through vehemence of lore, to perish with her, 
and extennating the trespass eals also of Uie fruit ; the effects 
thereof in them both: they seek to cover their nakedness: 
then fall to variance and accneation of one another. 
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No more of talk where God or angel guest 

With man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 

To Bit indulgent, and with him partake 

Enral repast, pennitting him (he while 

Venial discourse unblam'd; I now must change 

Those noles to tragic; foul distrast, and breach 

Disloyal on the part of man, revolt, ' 

And disobedience : on the part of heaven 

Now alienated, distance and distaste. 

Anger, and just rebuke, and judgment given, m 

That brought into this world a world of woe ; 

Sin and her shadow death, and misery 

Death's harbinger: sad task, yet argument 

Not less but more heroic than the wrath 

Of stern Achilles on his foe pursu'd u 

Thrice fugitive about Ti-oy wall ; or rage 

Of Tumus for Lavinia disespous'd, 

Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that so long 

Perplex'd the Greek and Cytherea's son : 

If answerable style I can obtain » 

Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 

Her nightly visitation unimplor'd, 

And dictates to me slumb'ring, or inspires 

11 iBorld] Atterbury proposed reading 

' Tliat brought into this world (a world of woe),' 
but Buoh is not Millon'a mnnner. 
11 a wwid of me] See Dayison's Poetical Ehapsoily, ii, 173. 



a piivote hell, a vory world of w 
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Easy my unpremedifated verse : 
Since first this subject for heroic song 
Pleas'd me, long choosing and beginning lafe ; 
Not sedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only ai^ument 
Heroic deem'd, chief mastery to dissect 
"With long and tedious havock fahled knights 
In battels feign'd ; the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung ; or to describe races and games, 
Or tilting furniture, emblazon'd ehields, 
Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds ; 
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights 
At joust and tournament ; then nnarshal'd feast 
Serv'd up in hall with sewers, and senesbals ; 
The skill of artifice or oflice mean, 
Not that which justly gives heroic name 
To person or to poem. Me of tlieso 
Nor skiU'd nor studious higher argmnent 
Bemtuns, sufficient of itself to rmse 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Chmate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depress'd, and much they may, if all be mine. 
Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 
The sun was sunt, and after him the star 



'As lioly men of humane manners skiWd.' Todd. 
yiars] Grief, want, ivars, clime, or say, yeois. BenlL 
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Of Hespci-us, wtose office is lo bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter so 

Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd the horizon round : 
"When Satan who late fled hefore the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent ss 

On man's destruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless return'd. 
By night he fled, and at midnight return'd 
From compassing the earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel regent of the sun descry'd «o 

His entrance, and forewarn'd the cherubim 
That kept their watch; thence full of anguish 

The space of seven continu'd nights he rode 
With darkness, thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled, four times cross'd the car of night «5 
From pole to pole, traversing each colure ; 
On the eighth return'd, and on the coast averse 
From entrance or cherubic watch by stealth 

Eo arbiter] Sydney, in his Arcadia, calls the sun, aboat the 
tims of ttie Eqiiiucx, 

' Xn indilTerent arbiter between the mgkl caid Sie da;/.' 

A'sirtoa. 
^ ciiii^amag\ Syiv. Da Bart^, p. G9S, of Satan, 
' I come, said he, from walking in, and out, 
And fomposainj ttis earthlie ball about.' Todd, 

«* OT&r<] See Lisle's Dn Bartas, p, 156. 
' The second is, nnd oall'd the nigh eiinall colvre.' 
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Found unsuspected way. There was a place, 
How not^ though sin, not fimo, first wrought the 
change, ™ 

Where Tigris at (he foot of paradise 
Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 
Kose up a fountain by the Tree of Life : 
In with the river sunt, and with it rose 
Satan involv'd in rising mist, then sought is 

Where to lie hid ! sea he had search'd and land 
From Eden over Pontua, and the pool 
Mieotis, up heyond the river Ob ; 
Downward as far Anfarctick ; and in length 
West from Orontes to the ocean barr'd bo 

At Darien ; thence to the land where flows 
Ganges and Indus : thus the orb he roam'd 
With narrow search ; and with inspection deep 
Consider'd every creature, which of all 
Most opportune might serve his wiles, and found as 
The serpent subtlest beast of alt the field. 
Him rfter long debate, irresolute 
Of thoughts revolv'd, his final sentence chose 
Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his daik suggestions hide » 

From sharpest sight : for in tlie wily snake 
Whatever sleights none would suspicious mark. 
As from his wit and native subtilty 
Proceeding, which in other beasts ohserv'd 

^^vast] Horn. II. i. 350, aveSv iroSiiff ilof. ^V i/iix^^, 
imd Hymn Meccar. v. 141. JVeiuton. 
*> Oroates] EapbratGs. Sentl. MS. 
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Doubt might beget of diabolic power w 

Active within beyond the sense of brute. 
Thus he resoh'd, but first from inward grief 
His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O earth, how like to heaven, if not preferr'd 
More justly, seat worlhier of gods, as built i" 
With second thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For what God after better worse would build ? 
Terrestrial heaven, danc'd round by other heavens 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems, "b 
In thee concentring all theii' precious beams 
Of sacred influence. As God in heaven 
Is center, yet extends to all, so thou 
Centring receiv'st from all those orbs : in thee, 
Not in themselves, all their known viri^ue appears 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate witi gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all summ'd up in man. 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in aught, sweet interchange m 

Of hill and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forest erown'd, 
Eocks, dens, and caves ! but I in none of these 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so much more I feel iso 

Torment within me, as from the hateful siege 

« earffi] Consult Heylin's note on this passage; who con- 
eiders Oiat there is an inconsistency between this speech of 
Sutau and b. ili. 666. 
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; all good to me becomes 123 

Eane, and in heaven much worse would be my state. 
But neither here seek I, no nor in heaven 
To dwell, unless by mast'ring heaven's Supreme ; 
Hor hope to be myself less miserable "^t 

By what I seek, but others to male such 
As I, though thereby worse to me redound: 
For only in destroying I find ease 
To my relentless thoughts; andhimdestroy'd, i» 
Or won to what may work his utter loss, 
For whom all tius was made, all this will soon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe ; 
In woe then ; that destruction wide may range. 
To me shall be the glory sole among las 

The infernal powers, in one day to have marr'd 
What he. Almighty styl'd, six nights and days 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 
Not longer than since I in one night freed "o 

From servitude inglorious well nigh half 
Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers. He to be aveng'd, 
And to repair his numbers thus impair'd, 
"Whether such virtue spent of old now fail'd "' 
More angels to create, if they at least 
Are his created, or to spite us more, 
Determin'd to advance into our room 

ISO Mm] Milton sometimes uses the oblique ease for the 
case absolute: so. b. vii.I42,'!is dispossessed:' Sams. Ag. 
463, 'me ovatthrown : ' and see Jortin's note, 312. 
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A creature form'd of eartli, and him endow, 
Exalted from so base original, no 

With heavenly spoils, our spoils : what he decreed 
He effected ; man lio made, and for him built 
Magnificect this world, and earth his seat, 
Him lord pronounc'd, and, O indignity 1 
Subjected to his service angel wings, i^ 

And flaming ministers, to watch and tend 
Their earthy charge. Of these the vi^lance 
I dread, aiid to elude, thus wrapp'd in mist 
Of midnight vapour, glide obscure, and pry 
In every hush and brake, where hap may find leo 
The serpent sleeping, in whose mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul descent! that I, who erst contended 
"With gods to sit the highest, am eow constrain'd 
Into a beast, and mix'd with bestial slime, m 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the higbth of deity aspii-'d ; 
But what will not ambition and revenge 
Descend to ? who aspires must down as low 
As high he soar'd, obnoxious first or last iii 

To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet, 
Bitter ere long back on itself recoils : 
Let it ; I reck not, so it light well aim'd. 
Since higher I fall short, on bim who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite us 

Of Leaven, this man of clay, son of despite, 

151 cltarffe] v, 1 Corintli. 15, BMl. MS. 
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Wliom us the more to spite his maker rais'd 
From dust : spite then with spite is hest repaid. 

So saying, through each thicket dank or dry. 
Like a black mist low creeping, he held on iso 
His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found, 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roU'd, 
His head the midst^ well ator'd with subtil wiles : 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den iss 

Nor nocent yet, but on the grassy herb, 
Fearless unfear'd he slept. In at his mouth. 
The devil enter'd, and hia brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing soon inspir'd 
With act inteUigenlial ; but his sleep iw 

Diaturb'd not, waiting close th' approach of mom. 

How, when as sacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathe 
Their morning incense, when all things that breathe 
From th' earth's great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator, and hia nostrils fill i» 

With grateful smell, forth came the human pair, 
And join'd their vocal worship to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : aco 
Then commune, how that day they best may ply 

ns (piJeJ ^sch. Prom. 94*. 
Oani! i^piieiv tSvc i^^tovrai xp^uv. SMardaon. 

iw jVbr noeeiU] So Iha second acd subsequent editions. In 
thefirstitis'JVDtiiooentyet.' New(m. 

156 grassy kerb] Virg. Eol. y. 26, ' graminis herbani.' 
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Their growing work ; for mucbtlieir work outgrew 
Tlio hands dispatch of two gard'ning so wide. 
Ajid Eve first to her husband thus began. 

Adam, well may we labour still to dress as 
This garden, stiU to tend plant, terb, and flow'r, 
Our pleasant task enjoia'd ; but till more bands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by restraint ; wliat we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, ^11 
One night or two with wanton growth derides, 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise, 
Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present; 
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct ^'^ 
The clasping ivy where to climb, while I 
In yonder spring of roses intermis'd 
Witli myrtle find what to redress till noon : 
For while so near each other thus all day sa« 
Our task we choose, what wonder if so near 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on j which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of supper comes unearn'd. ass 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd. 

^^ hear] ' Or bear ' in tlie second ed. ' Or liear ' in tho 
first. No oUier editions rnry. 
818 ^Bijij 0/ nnei I See HemclL's Poems, p. 393, 
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Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear, 
"Well hast thou motion'd, well tby tbouglits 

employ'd, 
How we might best fulfill tlie work which here rao 
God hath assign'd us, nor of me shall pass 
TJnprais'd ; for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to study household good, 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord impos'd S3s 

Labour, as to debar «s when we need 
Refreshment, whether food, or talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles; for smiles from i-eason flow, 
To brute deny'd, and are of love the' food, s» 

Love not the lowest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to dehght, 
He made us, and dehght to reason join'd. [hands 
These paths and bowers doubt not hut our joint 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 'ns 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Assist us ; but if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield : 
For solitude sometimes is best society. 
And short retirement urges sweet return, sse 

But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 

2M Thfse] So in all the early editions tUl that of Tonson, 
1711, which, reads ' Tlie paths,' a mistake followed by Ticlcell, 
Fenton, and Bentky. Todd. 

Ws Por] This line is an AlcsanJrine. 
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Befall thee sever'd from me ; for thou know'st 
What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 
Envjing our happiness, and of his own 
Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame ara 
By sly assault ; and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wish and best advantage, us asunder, 
Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where each 
To other speedy aid might lend at need ; w 

Whether his first design be lo witlidraw 
Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliss 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more ; 
Or this, or worse, leave not the fiuthful side ws 
That gave thee being, still shades thee and protects. 
The wife, where .danger or dishonour lurks, 
Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 
Who guards her, or with her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, *" 

As one who loves, and some unkindness meetfi 
With sweet austere composure thus reply'd. 

Offspring of heaven and earth, and aU earth's lord, 
That such an enemy wo have, who seeks 
Our ruin, both by thee inform'd I learn, srs 

s™ oirjinj Vii'g. EcL vi. 47, oalla PnslphiiB yirgin, after 
ehe hud three children. Ovid, Hyps, Jas. 133, calls Medea 
' Adnltera tii^.' Rkiardioii. The word ' puella' is nsad 
with the same Intitudc. Oa this expresBioa see Valcktmer 
ad Catulli Epig. Callimach. p. 163, Virgo Intacta, pro 
Muliere vhiim passa, aed Casta. Schrader ad Musaium, p. 
204. Theocr. IdyU. ii 13fi, 
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And from the parting angel overlieai-d, 

As in a shady nook I stood behind, 

Just then relum'd at shut of evening flowers. 

But that thou shouldst my firmness therefore douht 

To God or thee, because we have a foe '^ 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fear'st not, heing auch. 

As we, not capable of death or pain. 

Can either not receive, or can repel. 

His frtuid is then thy fear, which plain infers sm 

Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 

Can by his frawd be shaken or seduc'd ; [breast, 

Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 

Adam, miatiiought of her to thee so dear? 

To wliom with healing words Adam replj'd. 
Daughter of God and man, immortal Eve, 
For such thou art, from sin and blame entire : 
Kot difftdent of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
Th' attempt itself, intended by our foe : ass 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at least asperses 
The tempted with dishonour foul, suppos'd 
Not incorruptible of fmth, not proof 
Against temptation. Thou thyself with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the ofier'd wrong, a™ 
Though ineffectual found : misdeem not then. 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From tliee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare, 
Or daring, first on me th' assault shall light. srs 
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Nor tliou his malice and fiilse gaile contemn j 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels, per thini: superfluous others' aid. 
I from the influence of thy looks receive 
Access in every virtue, in thy sight i' 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength ; while shame, thou looking on. 
Shame to be overcome or over-reaeh'd, 
Would utmost vigour raise, and rais'd unite. 
Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel 
When I am present, and thy trial choose sic 

With me, best witness of thy virtue try'd ? 

So spake domestic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Less attributed to her faith sincere, ssi 

Thus her reply with accent sweet renew'd. 

If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straiten'd by a foe, 
Subtle or violent, we not endu'd 
Single with like defence, wherever met, sa 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm ? 
But harm precedes not sin : only our foe 
Tempting afionfa us with his foul esteem 
Of oar integrity : his foul esteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns sso 
Foul on himself; then wherefore shunn'd or fear'd 
By us? who rather double honour gain 
From his surmise prov'd false, find peace within, 
Favour from heaven, our wtness, from th' event. 
S15 tliij] FciHon reads ' the trial.' 
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And what is faith, love, virtue, u 

Alone, without exterior help sustaia'd ? 

Let us not then suspect our happy slate 

Left so imperfect by the Maker wise, 

As not secure to single or combin'd. 

Frail ia our happiness, if tliis be so, sii 

And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 

To whom thus Adam ferFCntly repiy'd. 
woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them ; his creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left sis 

Of all that he created, much less man, 
Or aught that might his happy stale secure, 
Secure iroin outward force ; within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within liis power : 
Against his will he can receive no harm, mo 

But God left free the will, for what obeys 
Beason is free, and reason he made right j 
But bid her well beware, and still erect, 
Lest by some fair appearing good surpriz'd 
She dictate false, and misinform the will sa 

To do what God expressly hath forbid. 
Not then mistrust, but tender love enjoins, 
That I should mind thee oft, and mind tliou me. 
Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve. 
Since reason not impossibly may meet sso 

Some specious object by the foe subom'd, 
And fall into deception unaware, 
Not keeping strictest watci, as she was warn'd. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
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"Were tetter, imd most likely, if from me xs 

Thofl sever not ; trial will come unsought. 
Wouldat thou approve thy constancy, approve 
First tiiy obedience ; th' other who can linow. 
Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 
But if thou think trial unsought may find sni 

TJs both securer than thus warn'J thou seem'st, 
Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ; 
Go in thy native innocence, rely 
On what thou hast of virtue, summoa all. 
For God towards thee hath done his part, do 
thine. "B 

So spake the patriarch of mankind, but Eve 
Persisted, yet submiss, though last, reply'd. 

With thy permission then, and thus forewam'd. 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
Touch'd only, that our trial, when least sought^ 
May find us both perhaps iar less prepar'd, 3ei 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek ; 
So hent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her 
hand ub 

Soft she withdrew; and like a wood-nymph hght 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves, but Delia's self 
In gait surpass'd and goddess-like deport. 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd 3»o 
But with such gard'ning tools as art, yet rude. 
Guiltless of fire had foi-m'd, or angels brought. 
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To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd Pomona when she fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 39s 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye pursu'd 
Delighted, but desiring more her stay: 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated, she to him as oft engag'd m 

To be retum'd hy noon amid the how'r. 
And all things in best order to invite 
^Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 
much deceiv'd, much failing, hapless Eve, 
Of thy presum'd return ! event perverse ! ms 

Thou never from tJiat hour in paradise 
Found'st either sweet repast, or sound repose ; 

SM Lilcesl] So in Milton's first ed.; in tlie second, by mis- 
take, it is printfld ' Lilteliest.' Newlon. 

*M fed\ Not Tvhen Pomona fled Vertumnus, bnt when stie 
lind lier tooia. Betill. JfS, 

'M lirgin] This expression, ' Vir^n of Troserpina,' how- 
ever violent or uncommon it maj be, is donbtlesa tlmt wliicli 
Milton gase. 1 once conJBclurad that it might have been 
written ' or,' as I do not think Paarca's objeoaon of force. 
Proserpine oertiunlj', as he says, 'had nothing to do with 
husbandry or gardening; ' but, Uke Eve, she was gathering 
flowers, an emplojmant sufGciently similar for a poetical 
comparison; but I think Milton ivonld not have resembled 
Eve lo both the mother and tha danghter; bis active imosi- 
nation, and learned memory, would have supplied him with 
anoilicr name: — and this idiom, though uncommon, is in 
Milton's manner: it ia considered 'noble' by I^rd Mon- 
boddo, and 'elegant' by Warburton; besides, 'Proserpina 
from Jove' wonld be a construction more violent than the 
one admitted. 
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Such ambush hid among sweet flowers and shades 

"Waited with hellish rancor imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee hack 410 

Despoil'd of innocence, of f«th, of bliss. 

For now, and since first break of dawn the fiend, 

Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come, 

And on his quest, where likeliest he might find 

The only two of mankind, but in them *i» 

The whole included race, his purpos'd prey. 

In bow'r and field he sought, where any tuft 

Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendance or plantation for delight, 

By fountain or by shady rivulet mo 

He sought them both, but wish'd his hap might find 

Eve separate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 

Of what so seldom chanc'd, when to his wish. 

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 

Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, ia» 

Half spy'd, so thick the roses bushing round 

About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 

Each flow'r of slender stalk, whose head though gay 

Carnation, purple, azure, or speek'd with gold, 

Hung drooping unsustain'd; them sie upstays 

^M iy] la Tonson'a ed. 1711, it is prinleil 

' Such ambUEli laid,' 

which reading has been followed by Tiokell, Fenton, and 

Bantley. Newton restored the genuine reading ' hid.' Todd, 

*il lepamtei See Beaumont's Psjche, c. vi. et. 215, and 

A. Kams£ei Poem. Sacr. 1, p. 26. 

'Incomitfttaviro, forte uxor sola, per borlnm, 
Kegali incedit gressu.' 
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Gently ivitk myrtle band, mindless the while, 
Her self, though fairest unsupported flower, 
From her hest prop so far, and storm so nigh, 
Wearer he drew, and many a walk travers'd 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm, i^ 

Then voluhle and bold, now hid, now seen 
Among thick-woven arborets and flowers 
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than those gardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd «o 

Alcinous, host of old Laertes' son, 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 
■Much he the place admir'd, the person more. 
As one who long in populous city pent «s 

Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air. 
Forth issuing on a summer's mom to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight. 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, «o 
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ; 
If chance with nymph-like step fair virgin pass. 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more, 
She most, and in her look sums all dehght : 

<S6 aBdboM] Voluble in folds. Beatl MS. 

•Sfl jTiiiorder'd] ' Imborder' is one of those Milfonio words 
ef which Johnson takes no notice in hia dictionary. Ibdi/. 

**5 jwpufoia] See Sylvester's Du Bartas, p. 40. 

«« She most] So Petrarch, de Eemed, Ut. Fortunse. ii. 96. 
'Kon videbis amodo frondosos valles, aereos roontes, flo- 
TOL. II. 10 
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Such pleasure took tlie serpent to behold <™ 

This flowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone ; her heavenly form 
Angelic, but more soft and feminine, 
Her graceful innoceuce, her every air 
Of gesture or least action, over-aw'd «o 

TTi« malice, and with rapine sweet bereav'd 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought. 
That space the evil one abstracted stood 
From his own evil, and for the time remain'd 
Stupidly good, of enmity disarm'd «3 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge ; 
But the hot hell that always in him bums, 
Though in mid heaven, soon ended bis delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasure not for him ordain'd : then soon «" 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites. [sweet 
Thoughts, whither have ye led me 1 with what 
Compulsion thus transported to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate, not love ; nor hope 
Of paradise for hell, hope here to taste "» 

Of pleasure ; but all pleasure to destroy. 
Save what is in destroying; other joy 
To me is lost. Then let me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles ; behold aJone <so 

The woman opportune to all attempts. 
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Her husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
"Whose higher intellectual more I shun, 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of iimb 
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould ; «3 

Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not : so much hath bell debas'd, and pain 
Infeebled me, to what I was in heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for gods, 
Not terrible, though terror be in love, «o 

And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate, 
Hate stronger under show of love well feign'd ; 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So spake the enemy of mankind, enclos'd 
In serpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve fss 

Address'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as since, but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 

<S3 iiUeiididi V. Dionys. Perig. ver. 133. 

AD-jce. 
*M wave] So Arati Phicnomena. 4B. 

'EAelrai, jitya Saifia, dpiumv. 
w on hit rear] See Ovidii Melam. lib. sv. ver. a?3. 
' Fectoribusque teaus media, sublimia in Eeda 
ConslJtit; atque oculoa circnmtuiit igne micantei! ' 
*88 ((MBer'dl Very eimiloi; is the desoriptioa of the Serpent 
ia tlie Adamns Exsnl of Grotius. p. 8S. 

' Oonli ardent duo, 

Adreota cervix snrgit, et maeulis nitet 
Pectus snpBrbia. Cierulis pioU notis 
Sinnatitnr orbes, tortiles spirce micauC 
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Fold above fold a surging maze, his head 
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; s™ 

With bumish'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasing was his shape, 
And lovely, never since of serpent kind 
Lovelier, not those that in lUyria chang'd «» 

Hermione and Cadmus, or the god 
In Epidaurus ; nor to which transform'd 
Ammoniaii Jove or Capitoline was seen. 
He with Olympias, this with her who bore "» 
Scipio the highth of Eome. With tract oblique 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd 
To interrupt, side-long he works his way. 
As when a ship by skilful steersman wrought 
Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where lie wind 
Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail ; bu 
So vary'd he, and of his tortuous train 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath in sight of Eve, 
To- lure her eye ; she busied heard the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as us'd 
To such disport before her through the field, s» 
From every beast, more duteous at her call, 
Than at Circean call the herd disguis'd. 

Auri colotB, Inbrioum longos sinns 
Tendit TolumeD, terga se in gyrus plioont,' 

sa circling] Cojling. Cnrling. 517. Benll 3iS 

K2 h^rd] See Ov. Met. siv. 45. 

' perqne Jerariim 

Agmen adulanl&m media proccdit ob aula,' Tmld. 
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He bolder now uncall'd before her stood ; 
But as in ga^e admiring; oft he bow'd 
His turret crest, and sleek enamel'd neck, 5» 

Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon she trod. 
His gentle dumb espression tum'd at length 
The eye of Eve to mark hia play ; he glad 
Of her attention gain'd, with serpent tongue 
Organic, or impulse of vocal air, ssi 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, sov'reign mistress, if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder, much less arm 
Thy looks, the heav'n of mildness, with disdain, 
Displeas'd that I approach thee thiis, and gaze sss 
Insatiate, I thus single, nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker feir. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 

isi iow'd] Sea Beaumont's Psyche, c. vi. st. 2ST. 
' Thrice did he bow his flatt'ring neck, and thrice 
His silent homage he preaenCed her.' 
So Grolii Adam. Exsnl. p. 38. 

' "Sana se reclinoC flexile in collum cupnt.' 
'2S creal] Sae Dante II Pnrgator. canto viii. t. 99. 
' Tra r erha e i fior venii la mala strisoia, 
Volgendo nd or nd or la testa, a '1 doBBO 
Leccando, come bestla che ei liscla.' 
Ma fiei'd] A. BamBEBl Poem. Sacr. 1. p. 27. 
' Illi adversa feians veBtlgia tortilla anguie, 
Ut mollea adiins, et commoda tempera novi£, 
Ante pedes prono eb vultn atemit heriles 
Adiambensque imas plantas, sic callidna inSt.' 
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By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore mo 

With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld 

Where universally admir'd : but here 

In Ihia eadosure wiid, these beasts among, 

Eeholdei-3 rude, and shallow to discern 

Half what ia thee is fair, one man except wj 

Who sees thee ? and what is one ? who shouldst be 

A goddess among gods, ador'd and serv'd [eeen 

By angels numberless, thy daily train. 

So gloz'd the tempter, and hia pi-oem tun'd ; 
Into the lieai't of Eve hia words made way, ^ 
Though at the voice much marvelling : at length 
Not unamaz'd she thus in answer spake. 
Whatmay this mean? Language of man pronounc'd 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd ? 
The fii'st at least of these I thought deny'd em 
To beasia, whom God on their creallon-day 
Created mute to all articulate sound ; 
The latter I demur, for in their looks 
Much reason, and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, serpent, subtlest beast of all the field ko 
I knew, but not with human voice endu'd; 
Eedouble then this miracle, and say, 
How cam'st thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? sss 

Say, for such wonder claims attention due. 

To whom tlie guileful tempter thus repl/d. 
Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve, 

W3 rei^ilmlenl] Transcendent. Bentl. MS. 
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Easy to me it is to tell thee all [obey'd. 

What thou command'st, and right thou sliouldst be 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 
The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low, 
As was my food, nor aught but food discem'd 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till on a day roving the field, I chaoc'd sw 

A goodly tree far distant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mist, 
Euddy and gold: I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour blown. 
Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my sense mo 
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or fie teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at ev'n, 
Unsnck'd of Iamb or. kid, that tend their play. 
To satisfy the sharp desu-e I had 
Of tasting those fair apples, I resolv'd 535 

Not to defer ; lunger and thirst at once, 
Powerful persuaders, quicken'd at the scent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me so keen. 
About the mossy trunk I wound me soon, 
For high from ground the branches would require 
Thy utmost reach or Adam's : round the tree 
All other beasts that saw with like desire, 
Longing and envying, stood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where .plenty hung 
Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my £11 sk 

'toss Works, i. p. 233. ' That gave him to 
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I spar'd not, for such pleasure till that hour 

At feed or fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reason in my inward powers, and speech sm 

Wanted not long, though to this shape retain'd. 

Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 

I tum'd my thoughts, and with capacious miud 

Conaider'd all things visible in heaven, 

Or earth, or middle, all things fair and good ; «k 

But all that fair aud good in thy divine 

Semhlance and in thy beauty's heav'nly ray 

United I beheld ; no fair to thine 

Equivalent or second, which compell'd 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come »"> 

And gaze, and worship thee of right declar'd 

Sov'reiga of creatures, universal dame. 

So talk'd the spirited sly snake ; and Eve 
Tet more amaz'd unwary thus reply'd. 

Serpent, ihy overpraising leaves in doubt «» 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first prov'd : 
But say, where grows the tree ? from hence how far ? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in such abundance lies our choice, oai 

As leaves a greater store of fruit ualoueh'd. 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provision, and move bands 
Help to disburden nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily adder, bliihe and glad. ks 
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Empreaa, tlio way is ready, aiid not long, 
Beyond a row of myrtles, oa a flat. 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm ; if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither soon. est 
Lead then, said Eve. He leading swifVly roll'd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight, 
To mischief swift : hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest: as wheo a wand'ring fire 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night «« 
Condenses, and the cold environs round. 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
"Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light, ess 

Misleads th' amaz'd night-wanderer from his way 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
There swallow'd up and lost, from succour fai-; 
So glister'd the dire snate, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe : eis 

Wliich wlien slie saw, thus to her guide she spake. 

OM mifrrk and balm] A. Esmsici Poem Sacr. i. 2S. 
' Quid meraorem ZephjTi spiraotisi floraina stncten ? 
Et myrrhie loorymas, stillantes vulnere nmtris?' 
Mf Misleadi] So Mids. H. Dream, ao6 ii. so. 1, 

' Misleads Jiiylil imndereri, laughing at tlieir liarm.' 

ThM. 
"3 Jravd] ' Fraud ' signifiea hurt, damnge. Virg. ^n. 
X. T2. 

' Quia deus in fraudum, quo; dura potentia nosira 
Egit? ' Netvlon. 
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Serpent, we might liave spar'd our coming hitlier, 
Fruitless lo me, though fruit be here to escesB, 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee, 
Wond'rous indeed, if cause of such effects. «» 
But of this tree we may not taste nor touch, 
God so commanded ; and left that command 
Solo daughter of his voice ; the rest, we live 
Law to ourselves ; our reason is our law. 

To whom the tempter guilefully reply'd. sss 
Indeed! hath God then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden trees ye shall not eat, 
Yet lords declar'd of all in earth or air ? 

To whom thus Eve yet sinless. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat, m 

But of the fruit of this fiiir tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die. [bold 

She scarce had said, though brief, when now more 
The tempter, but with show of zeal and love •» 
To man, and indignation at his wi-ong, 
New part puts on, and, as to passion mov'd. 
Fluctuates disturb'd, yet comely, and in act 
Eais'd, as of some great matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator renoma'd "t 

In Athens or free Home, where eloquence [dress'd, 
Flourish'd, since mute, to some great cause ad- 
Stood in himself collected, while each part, 
Motion, each act won audience ere tlie tongue ; 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delay era 

Of preface brooking through his zeal of right : 
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So standing, moving, or to higlitli upgrown, 
The tempter all iinpassion'd thus began. 

sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant. 
Mother of science, now I feel thy power een 

Within me clear, not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents, deem'd however wise. 
Queen of this universe, do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death ; ye shall not die : «ss 
How should ye ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge : by the f hreatener ? look on me. 
Me who have touch'd and tasted, yet both live. 
And life more perfect have attain'd than fate 
Meant me, by vent'ring higher than my lot. "» 
Shall tliat be shut to man, which to the beast 
Is open? or will God incense his ire 
For such a petty trespass, and not praise 
Eather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denoune'd, whatever thing death be, w 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil? 
Of good, how just ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd ? 

686 Hbu] In MilbDQ's own edition tlia passage is thus impro- 
perly poiuted. 

How should ye? bythefmit? it ^voa yoa life 
To knowledge ? by the threatener, look on me. 
Tiokell follows Tonson'a early editions in retaining Uie note 
of interrogation a,ftar knowledge, but in supplj-ing anotliec 
after ' tbreatener.' Fenton corrected tbe en-or, and he baa 
been since followed. Toild. 



=db, Google 



156 PARADISE LOST. 

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just ; ™i 
Not just, not God ; not fear'd then, nor obey'd : 
Tonr foar itself of death removes the fear. 
Why tken was this forbid? Why but to awe, 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 
His worshippers ; he knows that in the day '» 
Te eat thereof, your eyea that seern so dear, 
Tet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye shall be as gods, 
Knowing both good and evil as they know. 
That ye should be aa gods, since I as man, fw 
Internal man, is but proportion meet, 
I, of brute, human ; ye of human, gods. 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on goda ; death to be wish'd, 
Though tlireaten'd, wiiich no worse than this can 
bring. '13 

And what ai-o gods that man may not become 
As they, participating godlike food? 
The goda are first, and tliat advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeda ; 
I question it, for this fair earth I see, jm 

Warm'd by the sun, producing every kind, 
Them nothing : if they all things, who enclos'd 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whoso eats thereof forthwith attains '■« 

Wisdom without their leave? and wherein lies 
Th' offence, that man should thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or tliis ti'ee 
Impart against his will if all be his ? 
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Or is it envy ; and can eniy dweli 
In heavenly breasts ? These, these and many more 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit, tsi 

Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste. 
He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart too easy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd, wMch to behold Jss 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive ivords, impregn'd 
With reason, lo her seeming, and with truth : 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the smell no 

So savoury of that fruit, which with desire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or tasfe, 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing a while, thus to herself slie mus'iL i« 
Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits. 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir'd, 
Whose taste, too long forbom, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
ISE ieAoHl Grotii Adamus Essul, p. 9. 

' Pomi dulois adspectn color, 

Gastas cupido, quod yolo, spondent mihi.' 
'*! frail] T. Baaamont's Peyehe, vi. 252. 
' These cliamis sUU ope tUe door into the heart 
Of careless Eve, and thnist their poison in, 
Btsides the smiling apples plaid tlieJr part, 
And her affcctions with her eye did win.' 
^K Great] So in tha Adamns Exsul of Gcotios, Eve od- 
Tiit, p. 45. 
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Thetonguenotmadefor speech to speak tiypraise: 

Thy praise he also who forbids thy use ^ 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 

Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 

Forbids us then to taste ! but his forbidding 

Commends thee more, while it infers the good 

By thee communicated, and our want : 'as 

For good unknown sure is not had, or had 

And yet unknown is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise? 

Such prohibitions bind not. Bat if death w 

Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 

Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die. 

How dies the serpent? he hath eaten and lives, 

And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns. 

Irrational till then. For us alone iss 

Was death invented ? or to us dcny'd 

This intellectual food, for beasts reserv'd ? 

For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which first 

Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy ™ 

The good befallen him, author unsuspect. 

Friendly fa man, fiir from deceit or guile. 

"VVbat fear I then ? rather what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil. 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? ris 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine. 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste. 

Of virtue to make wise : what hinders then 
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To reach, and feed at once botli body and mind ? 
So saying, her rash hand in evil hour iso 

Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat : 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her seat 
Sighing through all her works gave signs of woe. 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty serpent, and well might, for Eve ^ 
Intent now wholly on her taste naught else 
Eegarded, such delight till then, as seem'd, 
In fruit slie never tasted, whether true 
Or fanc/d so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her thought. 
Greedily she ingorg'd without restraint, tsi 

And knew not eating death; satiate at length, 

'3^ MTOiiuf] See Beaumoat'fl Fsyolie, o. vi. st. 234. 
' Up ■went her desperate hand, and reBch'd away 
All the wocld'a blesse; nhilst ehe the apple took; 
When, lo9, the enrth did more ; the heavGDs did stay, 
Eensta and burds shiver'd ; absent Adam shook.' 
TS2 JVafwel V. the Sarootis of Mascniua on tlie same sub- 
ject, lib. ii. 

' Hatura neliis liorreaoere visa, 
Pondere tam gravium coapit titubare malorum.' 
' Tota anceps Natura stedt.' 
' Tellus iafeota yeneuo 
ObBtapuit.' 
'" siunit] So in the Adaanis Exsol of Grotius, p, 47, after 
Uic success of the temptation, Sathau saye, 

' Ego ad latebras (acltus abrepam meas.' 
"2 l-newnot] A Greek plirase used by the Latins, t. 0pp. 
HaJieut. n. 106. 
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And heighten'il as with wine, joeond and boon, 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began. 

sov'reJgn, virtuous, precious of all trees le 
In paradise .' of operation blest 
To sapience, hitherto obscur'd, infam'd, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created: but henceforth my early care, 
Not without song, each morning, and due praise 
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease m 
Of thy full branches offer'd free to all ; 
Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledge, as tie gods wlio all things know; 
Though others envy what they cannot give ; sos 
For had tlie gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Best guide ; not following thee, I had remain'd 
In ignorance ; thou open'st wisdom's way, 
And giv'st access, though secret she retire. «« 
And I perhaps am secret ; heaven is high. 
High and remote to see from thence distinct 
Eaeh thing on earth : and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbidder, safe with all his spies sis 
About him. But to Adam in what sort 
Shall I appear? shall I to him make known 

'M prtcims] The positii-e for the superlative. As Virgil, 
Md. iv. 67 6. 

'Sequimur to, sancie Deoram.' JUcliardsm. 
801 Eiperience} 'Thee Serpent.' Saitl. MS. 
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Full happiness with me, or rather not, 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my power ^ 

Without copartner? so to add what wanfa 

In female sex, the more to draw his love. 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undesirable, sometime 

Superior ; for inferior who is free ? s^; 

This may be well: but what if God Lave seen, 

And death ensue? then I shall he no more, 

And Adam wedded to another Eve 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct ; 

A death to think. Confirm'd then I resolve, sa 

Adam sliall share with me in biiss or woe : 

So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 

I could endure ; without him live no life. 

So saying, from the tree her step she tum'd, 
But first low reverence done, as to the power sa 
That dwelt within, whose presence had infus'd 
Into the plant sciential sap, deriv'd 

SIB jii,c] Newton ins obsen-eil the beauty of tliis cxprca- 
aion, and traced it throogh the Greek and Latin. Sea Hum 
II, i. IS. Vifg. ^n. i. 65. 79. 522; and before in F. L. i. 738 

' nnd pive to rule, 

Each ill Ills Merarchy, tlie orders bright.' 
And Jii. 243. 
ElB partake] 

' perBnariB gnstus ! O tenero enpor 
Gratns palato I qnatn tuu5 suocas juvat ! 
Quam me beasti ! Kestat boo niinm modo, 
TantI ut maritus pnrticeps fi«t boni,' 

(I'rofii Adam. &si(i. p. 47. 
VOL. 11. 11 
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From neetiir, drink of goils. Adam the wLile, 

Waiting desirous her return, had wove 

Of choicest flowei? a garland to adorn sio 

Her tresses, and her rural labours crown, 

As reapers oft are wont their harvest queen. 

Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 

Solace in her return, so long delay'd ; 

Tet oft his heart, divine of something ill, si; 

Misgave him ; he the falt'ring measure felt ; 

And forth to meet her went, the way slie took 

That mom when first they parted. By the Tree 

Of Knowledge he must pass, there he her met. 

Scarce from the free returning ; in her hand ew 

A bough of fairest fruit that downy smil'd, 

New gather'd, and ambrosial smell diffaa'd. 

To him she hasted, in her face excuse 

Came prologue, and apology too prompt, ki 

"Which with bland woi-ds at will she thus address'd. 

8« divine] See Hor. Od. iii. ssvii. 10. 

'Imbrinm divlna axis immincDtum,' 
and P. L. X. 867. Neakm. 

M6 joii'finj metaare felli "I consider thcso ivocds as ob- 
eenre. They must, I presume, be interpreted as menninfr, 
' That Adam secretly felt some symptoms of the great change 
impressed on Nature by Eve's transgression.' " MS. Diary 
of Thomas Green, Esq. But the dearer explanation, I con- 
sider, is, 'Adam felt the faltering (or imperfect) measure of 
that 'great joy be prorois'd,' and 'solace in her return.' 
Doabts mingling with his hope made the measure of joy 
falter, or be deficient. 

SB* Wo] This is Fenton's emendation; before, in all the 
editions it was ' to prompt,' which Kswton m. 
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Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my stay ? 
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, depriv'd 
T]iy presence, agony of love til! now 
Kot felt, nor shall he twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untry'd I sought, wo 
The pain of absence from thy sight. But strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear: 
This tree is not, as we are iold, a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 
Op'ning the way, hut of divine effect sk 

To open eyes, and make them gods who taste ; 
And hath been tasted such. The serpent wise, 
Or not restrain'd as we, or not obeying, 
Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become 
Not dead, as we arc threaten'd, but thenceforth 
Endu'd with human voice and human sense, "i 
Eeasoning to admiration, and with me 
Persuasively hath bo prevail'd, that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
Th' effects lo correspond ; opener mine eyes, sis 
Dim erst, dilated spirils, ampler heart, 
And growing up to Godhead : which for thee 
Chietly I sought, without thee can despise. 
For bliss, as thou hast part, to me is bhss. 
Tedious, unshar'd with thee, and odious soon, sso 

ecroc of the pcaas, and Todd thinks jaigM liava hcen the 
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Thou therefore also taste, tfaat equal lot 

May join us, equal joy, as equal love ; 

Lest (hou not tasting, different degree 

Diy'oin us, and I then too late renounce 

3>eity for thee, when fate will not permit. sss 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her story told ; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow'd. 
On th' other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eve, amaz'd, 
Asfonied stood and blauk, while hon-or chill sbo 
Ean through his veins, and all his joints relax'd ; 
From his slaclc hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 
Down dropp'd, and all the faded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke. b» 

O fairest of creation, last and best 
Of all God's works, creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form'd. 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet I 
How art thou lost I how on a sudden lost, bw 

s™ horror cliiS} So in GroUi Adamus Essul, p. 4B, 
' Gelidns per artua vadit exoossos tremor ; 
Eisanguls adsto i Crinls ecectus riget. 
Vis. ipse valido epiritns gemitu viaoi 
PrEcupit' 
B3» hlmb] Virg. JEn. ii. 130. 

' Obstupnera animis, gelidus([iie per ima cucurrit 
Ossa tremor.' 
and xii. 961. 'lUi solvnnhir frlgora mcmbta.' Hmm. 

8W dri^'di Mr. Bowie refers to Propert. Ei. iv, S. Mid Pers. 
Sat. iii. 100. 
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Defac'd, dcllower'd, and now to deatli devote ! 
liather how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidd'n I some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil'd thee, yet uiJcnown, sos 
And me with ihee hath niin'd, for with thee 
Certaio my resolution is to die: 
How can I live without thee I how forego 
Thy sweet converse and love so dearly join'dj 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn ! 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 
"Would never fiiDm my heart : no no ! I feel 
The link of nature draw me : flesh of flesh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe. ms 

So having said, as one from sad dismay 
Eecomforted, and after thoughts disturb'd 
Submitting to what seem'd remediless, 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd. »» 

Bold deed thou hast preaura'd, advent'rous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd, who thus hast dar'd 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence. 
Much more to taste it under ban to touch. ws 
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But past who can recal, or done undo ? 

Not God omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 

Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fa«t 

Is not so heinous now, foretasted fruit, 

Profan'd first hy the serpent, by him first »3o 

Made common and unhallow'd ere our taste ; 

Not yet on him found deadly ; he yet livee, 

Lives, as thou said'at, and gains to live as man 

Higher degree of life, inducement strong 

To us, as likely tasting to attain as 

Proportional ascent, which cannot be 

Bat to be gods, or angels demigods. 

Nor can I think that God, creator wise, 

Though threat'ning, will in earnest so destroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignify'd so high, mo 

Set over all his works, which in our fall, 

For us created, needs with us must fail. 

Dependent made ; so God shall uncreate. 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour lose, 

Xot well conceiv'd of God ; who, though his power 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loth 

Us to abolish, leat the adversary 

Triumph and say ; Fickle their state whom God 

Most favours, who can please him long ? Me first 

He ruin'd, now mankind ; whom will he next ? »^ 

Matter of scorn, not to be given the foe. 

However I with thee have fix'd my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom ; if death 

MS paat\ See Pind. Olymp. ii. 23 ; and 

^v6iv TIC <^ Svvaa' OTtiwjroi' ;ro 
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Consort with thee, death is to me as life ; 

So forcible witliin my heart I feel ^ 

The bond of nature draw me to my own, 

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 

Our state cannot be sever'd, we are one, 

One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself. 

So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply'd. scu 

glorious trial of exceeding love, 
Illustrious evidence, example high. 
Engaging me to emulate, but, short 
Of thy perfection, how stall I attain, «« 

Adam ? from whose dear side I boast me sprung. 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak, 
One heart, one soul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day affords, declaring thee resolv'd, 
Rather than death or aught than death more dread 
Shall separate us link'd in love so dear, m 

To undergo with me one guilt, one ciime. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, 
Whose virtue, for of good still good proceeds. 
Direct, or by occasion, liath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else ots 

So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menac'd would ensue 
This my attempt, I would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact seo 

078 alime] Eve Bays in the Adam. Eis. of Gtotlus, p. bi. 

' Omne mat in ine jnfllnra, 

Si qnod futnmni est. Parcat ! parcfit tico I 
"90 olA'ijt] Kewton has obaerved tlie force of 'oblige,' to 
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Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly assur'd 
Eemarkably so late of tiiy so tnie, 
So faithful love unequall'd ; but I feel 
Far otherwise th' event, not death, hut life 
Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, »5 
Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 
Hathtouch'dmy sense,flat seems to tliia and harsh. 
On my experience, Adam, freely taste, 
And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So saying, she embrac'd him, and for joy »» 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his bve 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to incur 
Divine displeasure for her sake, or death. 
Li recompense, for such compliance bad 
Such recompense best merits, from the bough s» 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
With hberal hand : he scrupled not to eat 
Against his better knowledge, not deceiv'd, 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again i«m 
In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan, 

reniier obnoxious to guilt oc punisliment. Cio. pro dnmo 
EuO, viii. ' Cnm populum Romauam scclero uhligasses.' 
Fin. i. Ji. ani Hor. Od. ii. 8. B. 

' sed tu eimul Migdsli 
Perfidmn votis cnpnt.' 
S8S vtinds\ A sort of proverbiul expression. Hor. Od. i. 

Tfodam protorvis in mare Creticum. 
Portare veniii.' Neickai. 

IMI ifoiHra] See Virg. Geoi^. iv, 4B3, and Stat. Theb. si. 410. 
' Ter nigris nvidus regnaUn nb oris 
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Sky lowr'd, and, mutt'ring thunder, some sad drops 

Wept at completing of the mortal sin 

Original ; while Adam took no thought, 

Eating bis fill, nor Eve to iterate mos 

Her former trespass fear'd, the more to soothe 

Him with her lov'd society, that now, 

As with new wine intosicated both. 

They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 

Divinity within them breeding wings mo 

Wherewith to scorn the earth : but that false fruit 

Far other operation first dispiaj'd, 

Carnal desire inflaming ; he on Eve 

Began to cast lascivious eyes, she him 

As wantonly repdd ; in lust they bum : «is 

Til! Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eve, now I see thou art exact of laste, 
And elegant, of sapience no small part, 
Since to each meaning savour we apply. 
And palate call judicious ; I (he praise iib» 

Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purvey'd. 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstain'd 
From this delightiul fruil, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure he 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wish'd, iws 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refresh'd, now let us play, 
As meet is, after such dehcious fare ; 

Intomiit, terque !ma soli oonoussit, et ipsi 
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For never did tliy beauty, since the day 

I saw thee first and wedded thee, adorn'd low 

"With all perfeclions, so inflame my sense 

"With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 

Than ever, bounty of tliia virtuous tree. 

So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well understood m^ 

Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he seiz'd, and to a shady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbower'd, 
He led her notliing loath ; flowers were llie couch, 
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel, iwo 

And hyacinth, earth's freshest softest lap. 
There tliey their fill of love and love's disport 
Took lai^ely, of (heir mutual guilt the seal, 
The solace of their sin, tiO dewy sleep ion 

Oppress'd them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Soon as tlie force of tliat fallacious fruit. 
That Willi exhilarating vapour bland 
About their spirits had play'd, and inmost powers 
Made err, was now exhal'd, and grosser sleep 
Bredof unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams mso 
Encumber'd, now had left them, up they rose 
As from unrest, and, each the other viewing, 

^'<^ dewy sleep] II Penscroso, 146. 'Invite ihe dewy 
feather'd sleep.' and Vat. Flao. iv. 16, ' LiqukliquB potentia 
Bomni.' Lucret. iv. 90S, ' gomnus i^nictem inriget.' AucCor 
Epit. Biados, 120, 

' Ills sopore 

Corpna iamuMam loni prostratns habcbat.' 
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Sc«n found tieir eyes how opeii'd, and their minds 
How darken'd ; innocence, that as a veil 
Had shadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone. 
Just confidence, and native righteousness, 
And honour from about them j naked left 
To guilty shame ; he cover'd, but his robe 
Uneover'd more. So rose the Danite strong 
Herculean Samson from the harlot-lap id« 

Of Philistean Dalilah, and wak'd 
Shorn of his strength ; they destitute and hare 
Of all their virtue : silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they sate, as strucken mute, 
TiU Adam, though not less than Eve abash'd, i«j 
At length gave utterance to these words constrain'd. 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false woi-m, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice, true in our fall, 
False in our promis'd rising ; since our eyes n™ 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and evil, good lost, and evil got, 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void. 
Of innocence, of feith, of purity, w; 

Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and staiu'd, 
And in our faces evident the signs 
Of foul concupiscence ; whence evil store, 

loBB diaiae] After ' siama ' there is no stop even in Milton's 
Own editions, nnd there should hare been a seniicoloii at least. 
' Sliame cocered AAam. and Eve witli his rofe; but this itjie 
of Ms uncovered Item mure.' v, S. Agon. 841. Ntwlm. v. 
Psalm cix. 28. Boide. 
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Even sliame, the last of evils ; of the first 
Be sure then. How shall I behold the face loso 
Henceforth of God or angel, erst with joy 
And rapture so ofl beheld ? those heavenly shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly, with their blaze 
Insufferably bright O might I here 
In solitude live savage, in some glade "*5 

Obscur'd, where highest woods, impenetrable 
To stai- or sun-light, spread their umbrage broad, 
And brown as evening : cover me, ye pines ! 
Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never see them more! imo 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from otter, that seem most 
To sltome obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together 
And girded on our loins, may cover round [sew'd, 
Those middle parts ; that this new eomer, shame, 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counseVd he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose »» 
The figtree, not that kind for fruit rcnown'd. 
But such as at this day to Indians known 

10B8 in^aetraMe] y. Stat. Tlieb. x. 85. 

' nulli penetrcAiSs aslro 

Lucua iners.' A'f utton. 

Knijor] Tiiese lines mi^prfnted in the second edition; 
' Wiiat best mtiyfrom the present servo Ij hiile 
The paria of eacb/or otlier. 
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In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 1103 

Branching so broad and long, that in tte ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd shade 
High overarch'd, and ecboing walks between ; 
There oft the Indian hei-dsnsan shunning heat 
Shelters in cool, aod tends his pasturing herds 
At loopholes cut thro' thickest shade. Those leaves 
They gather'd broad, as Amazonian targe, "u 
And with what skill they had together sew'd, 
To gird their waist, vain covering, if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded shame; Low unlike 
To that first naked glory ! Such of late »» 

Columbus found th' American so girt 
With feather'd cincture, naked else and wild 
Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 
Thus fenc'd, and as they thought, their shame in 
Cover'd, but not at rest or ease of mind, [part 
They sat them down to weep, nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worse within 
Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate. 
Mistrust, suspicion, dbcord, and shook sore 
Their inward slate of mind, calm re^on once ii« 
And fuU of peace, now tost and turbulctit : 



"0" Decmi] The meet celebrated speciman of tliis tree in 
India, is one that entirely covara an island in the Nerbuddn, 
abont twelve miles above Bronch. It is called Knvaer-Bnr. 
See Heber'B Travels in India, iii. 67, and Forbes' Orient, 
Mem. i. 274 iii. 248, 54S. It is two tlionsand feet roiirnl, 
and has tlJrteen hundred and fifty trunks. See pliite, i, 37. 
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For understanding rui'd not, and the will 
Heard not her lore ; both in subjecfJon now 
To sensual appetite, who from, beneath 
Usurping over sov'reign reason clwm'd iiso 

Superior sway : from tbus distemper'd breast 
Adam, estrang'd in look and alter'd style, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd. [sta/d 

Would tbou hadst hearken'd to my worda, and 
With mo, as I besought tliee, when that strange 
Desire of wand'ring this unhappy morn 
I know not whence possess'd thee ; we had then 
Eemain'd still happy, not, as now, despoil'd 
Of all our good, sham'd, naked, miserable. nw 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause to approve 
The faith they owe ; when earnestly they seek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fiul. 

To whom soon mov'd with touch of blame thus 
Eve. 
What words have pass'd thy lips, Adam severe, 
Imput'at thou that to mj default, or will ms 

Of wand'ring, as thou call'st it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happen'd thou being by, 
Or to thyself perhaps : hadst thou been there, 
Or here th' attempt, thou couldst not have discern'd 
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; "a 
No ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm, 

1123 iorft] Fcnton reads 'but in sulijoclioii.' 
1141 wards\ Compare Horn. II. xiv, SS. 

'XTpiuitj, TToiuw OE Eirof ^(Jj-JTJ tpKOf oim'Tuv. Thjcr, 
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Waa I to have never parted from thy side ? 
As good have grown there still a hfeless rih. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou the head iia 
Commaad me absolutely not to go, 
Going into such danger, as thou said'st ? 
Too facil then thou didst not much gainsay, 
Nay, didst permit, appi-ove, and fitir dismiss. 
Hadst tliou been firm and fix'd in thy dissent, ii«i 
Neither had I transgress'd, nor thou with me. 
To whom then first incens'd Adam reply'd. 
Is tliis liie love, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve ! express'd 
Immutable when thou wert lost, not I, ne 

Who might have liv'd and joy'd immortal blisa. 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided, as the cause 
Of thy transgressing, not enough severe. 
It seems, in thy restraint? wliat eould I more? 
I wam'd thee, I admonisli'd thee, foretold "' 

The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait : beyond this had been force. 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, secure "^ 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial; and perliaps 
I also err'd in overmuch admiring 

IJM Immnlabk] Inimitable. Bmtl MS. 

n™ %] 'So in the early editions; in Tonsoii's, 1711, 
is ' in Biy restioinl,' wliieli Tickell, Foiiton, nnil lieutlcy h:\\ 
Improperly followed. 
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What secm'd in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee ; but I rue "m 

That error now, which is become my crime. 
And thou th' accnser. Thus it shall befall 
Him who to worth in women overtrusting 
Lets her will rule ; restraint she will not brook, 
And left to herself, if evil thence ensue, iiss 

She first his weak iodulgence will accuse. 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning, 
And of their vain contest appeaVd no end. 
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BOOK X, 



Mas's transgression known, the guardian angels foi^ake pa^ 
radise, and return up to heaven to approve their vigilance, 
and are approved, GoTi declaring that the entnuice of Satan 
could not be by them prevented. He eenda hU Sou to judge 
the tronBgreBBOrs ; ivho descendE, and g^ves eentence accord- 
ingly; then in pity oloflies them both, and reasceads. Sin 
and Death, sitting till then at the gatee of hell, by wondrous 
BjiDpBtjfy feelmg the Euccess of Satan in this sew vorld, and 
the sin by man ibere committed, resolve to dt no longer 
confined in hell, hnt to follow Satan their Eire up to the 
place of man : to mn^e the way easier from hell to this world 
to and f[o, tliey pave a broad highway, or bridge, over Chaos, 
according to the track that Satan first made ; then, prepanng 
for earth, they meet him, prond of his success, returning to 
hell; their mutual gratulation. Satan anivesat Pandemo- 
ninnt, in fnll assembly relates lirith boasting his success 
against man: instead of applause, is entertained with a ge- 
neral hiss by all his nndience, transformed, with himself also, 
suddenly into serpenta, according to his doom given in para- 
dise; then, deluded with ashow of the forbidden tree spring- 
jng up before them, they greedily reacliing to take of the 
fruit, chew dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings of Sin and 
Death; God foretells the final victory of his Son over them, 
and the renewing of ail filings ; but for the present com- 
mands his angels to make several alterations in the beaveus 
and elements. Adam, more and more perceiving his fallen 
condition, heavily Itewails, rejects the condolement of Eve ; 
TOI.. II, 12 
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she peraists, and at length Appeases hjra: tlien, to evade tie 
curse likely tj> fell on tlieir offipring, proposes to Adam tJo- 
lent ways, which ha approves noti but eonceiying belter 
hope, puts hec in miad of the late promise made them, thaC 
her seed shonld be revenged on the serpent, and eshorta her 
■with hira to seek paaw of the offended Deity, by repentance 
and supplication. 

Measwhile the heinous and deapightful act 

Of Satan done in paradise, and how 

He in the serpent had perverted Eve, 

Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit. 

Was known in heaven ; for what can scape the eye 

Of God all-seeing, or deceive his heart « 

Omniscient, who, in aU things wise and just, 

Hindei-'d not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of man, with strength entire, and freewill arm'd. 

Complete to have discover')! and repuLs'd lo 

Wliatever wiles of foe or seeming friend! 

For still they knew, and ought to have still re- 

member'd 
The high injunction not to taste that fruit, 
Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying 
Incurr'd, what could they less ? the penalty is 
And, manifold in sin, deserv'd to fall. 

Up into heaven from paradise in haste 
Th' angelic guards ascended, mute and sad 
For man ; for of his state by this they knew. 
Much wondering how the subtle fiend liad stol'n so 
Entrance unseen.. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From earth arrived at heaven-gate, displeas'd 
All were wlio heard; dim sadness did not spare 
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That time celestial Tisages, yet miz'd 

With pity, violated not tiieir bliss. ss 

About the new-arriv'd in multitudes 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befell : they towards the throne supreme 

Accountable, made haate to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmost vigilance, m 

And easily approv'd ; when the most high 

Eternal Father from his secret cloud 

Amidst in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 

Assembled angels, and ye powers retum'd 
From unsuccessful charge, be not dismay'd, as 
Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent ; 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass. 
When first this tempter cross'd the gulf from hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail and speed w 

On his bad errand, man should be seduu'd 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
AgMnst hia Maker; no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his iaH, 
Or touch with lightest moment of impulse « 

His fi-ee wiU, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But fallen he is, and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denounc'd that day ? 
Which he presumes already vain and void, ai 
Because not yet inflicted, as he feai^'d, 
By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
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Justice shall not return as bounty scoHi'd. 

But whom sendlto judge them? whom but thee re 

"Vicegerent Son; to thee I have transferr'd 

All judgment, whefter in heaven, or earth, or LelL 

Easy it may be seen that I intend 

Mercy colleague willi justice, sending thee 

Man's friend, his mediator, his design'd « 

Both ransom and redeemer voluntary, 

And destin'd man himself to judge man feUen. 

So spake the Father, and, unfolding briglit 
Toward the right hand his glorj', on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deity ; he iuU k 

Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Express'd, and thus divinely answer'd mild. 

Father eternal, thine is to decree, 
Mine both in heaven and earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd ™ 

May'st ever rest well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors, but thou know'st. 
Whoever judg'd, the worst on me m\ist light, 
When lirao shall be, for so I undertook 
Before thee, and not repenting this obtain ts 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On, me deriv'd ; yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy, as may illustrate most 
Them fully satiafy'd, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd, si 

csninj] 'The second edition, and otlici'?, give 'Easy it mi^hl 
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Those two ; the third best absent is conionm'd, 
ConTict by flight, and rebel to all law ; 
ConTJcfion fo the serpent none belongs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose s; 
Of high collateral glory : him thrones and powers, 
Princedoms and dominations miniatrant 
Accompany'd to hea¥en-gate, from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight; the speed of gods » 
Time counts not, tho' with swiftest minutes wing'd. 
Mow was the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle' airs due at their hour 
To fan the earth now wak'd, and usher in 
The ev'ning cool, when he from wraf h more cool os 
Came, the mild judge and intercessor both, 
To sentence man : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 
Broughttotheirears,whiledaydecliii'd, they heard. 
And from his presence hid themselves among loo 
The thickest trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching thus to Adam call'd aloud. 

"Where art thou Adam, wont with joy fo meet 

96 coMeral] ShukeBp. All's WeU that Ends Well, act i. 



p. 33. 
Pornemus iugeramons, Adam! Adam! i 
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My coming seen fax off? I miss thee here, 
Wot pleas'd, thus entertain'd with solitude, 'm 

Where obyioas duty erewhile appear'd unsought: 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detiiins ? Come forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more lolli, though 
first 
To offend, discountenanc'd boli, and discompoa'd. 
Love was not in their looks, either to Goi> w 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 
And shame, aad perturhation, and despair, 
Anger, and obstinacy, and bate, and guile. 
Whence Adam, falt'ring long, thus answer'd brief. 

I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice "s 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile reply'd. 

My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear'd, 
But still rejoic'di how is it now become i* 

So dreadful to thee ? that thou ait naked, who 
Hath told thee ? hast thou oaten of the dee 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldat not eat ? 

To whom thus Adam sore beset reply'd, 
heaven ! in evil strait this day I stand m 

Before my Judge, either to undergo 

Terranimque ieiient sedes? CommeroJa iioatrn 
Congressnsqoe fugia ? Silvia quid tB abdis opaois ? ' 
1" Iluard] So in GroHi Adamus Essnl, p. 67. 
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Myself tlie total crime, or to accuse 

My other sel^ the partner of my life ; 

Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 

I should conceal, and not expose to blame isi 

By my complaint ; but strict necessity 

Suhdues me, and calamitous constraint, 

Ijest on my head both sin and punishment. 

However insupportable, be all 

Devolv'd ; though should I holdmy peace, yet thou 

"Wbuldst easily detect what I conceal. im 

This woman, whom thou mad'st to be my helj>, 

And gav'st me as thy perfect gifl, so good, 

So fit, so acceptable, so divine, 

That from her hand I could suspect no ill, no 

And wiiat she did, whatever in itself. 

Her doing seem'd to justify the deed; 

She gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

To whom the sov'reign Presence thus veply'd. 
"Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey ns 
Before his voice ? or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherem God set thee above her, made of thee, 
And for thee, whose perfection far escell'd im 

13T 2^ TOwnoB] ' Consortem dederas thalami; 

per te dotale ysnennm 

Hoc ego concepi. Nam quES aahi lege jugali 
JnncU fnit, nostco per te digaata cubili, 
Blanditiis teneris nostris aiuplexibns luercns, 
Feralos optdas, inimicaqac fercula siiasit,' 

J.}iam.F.S.i.-p.Z7. 
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Hers in all real dignity ? adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjeclion; and her gifts 
Were such as under government well seem'd, 
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 155 
And person, hadst thou known thyself aright. 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say, woman, what is this which thou hast done ? 

To whom sad Eve with shame nigh overwhelm'*!. 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge wo 

Bold or loquacious, thus ahash'd reply'd. 
The serpent me heguil'd, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' aceus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transfer im 

The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation; justly then aecurs'd. 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Coneem'd not man, since he no further knew, iro 
Nor alter'd his offence : yet God at last 
To Satan fii-st in sin his doom apply'd, 

IM Hiy part] A pore Latiiiiam, tlie personce dranmUa. So 
Clo. pro Mnr. c. 2. ' Has partea lenitatia et miaerioordjie, 
qnas me Natnra ipsadocuit, Eemparago lihenter: illam vero 
gravJtaHs, severitatjs peraooam non oppetivi.' Sieiardion. 
15T in/ac] So K. Hen. IV. P. ii. act i. a. 1. 

' In fete ; his deaih, whose spirit lent a fire.' 
and Warner's Alb. Engl. 16oa, p. ia. 

•Infew; the wars arc full of woes.' Todd. 
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Though in mysterious terms, judg'd as then best : 
And on the serpent tiius his curse let fall. 

Because thou hast done this, thou art accurs'd 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field j m 

Upon thy belly groveling thou shalt go, 
And dust shalt eai all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed; i» 

Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel. 

So spake this oracle, then verify'd 
When Jesus, son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from heaven. 
Prince of the air ; then rising from his gi'ave las 
Spoil'd principalities and powers, triumph'd 
In open'd show, and with ascension bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan long usurp'd. 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; iso 
Ev'n he who now foretold his iatal bruise ; 
And to the woman thus his sentence turn'd. 

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth, and to thy husband's will las 

Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounc'd. 
Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy 

wife, 
And eaten of the tree concerning which 
I chai^'d thee, saying : Thou shalt not eat (hereof, 
Curs'd is the ground for thy sukc, ihou in sorrow 
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Shalt eat thereof all the days of tliy life ; 
Thorns also and thistles it sliall bring tliee forth 
TJnbid, and Ihou shall eat th' herb of the field ; 
In the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, as 
Till thou return unto iJie ground; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy birth, 
For dust thou art, and shall to dust return. 

So jodg'd he man, both Judge and Saviour sent : 
And th' instant stroke of death denounc'd that day 
Eemov'd far off; then pitying how they stood sn 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume, 
As when he wash'd his servants' feet, so now aw 
As father of his femily he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slmn, 
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to dollic hJs enemies. 
Mor he theii- outward only with the skins sai 

Of beasts, but inward nakedness, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness, 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father's sight. 
To him wilh swift ascent he up returo'd. 
Into his blissful bosom reassum'd ass 

In glory as of old ; to him appeas'd 
All, though all-knowing, what had past with man 
Kecounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and judg'd on 

Within the gates of hell sat Sin and Death, sw 
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In couiitervicw wittin the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outi-ageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the fiend pass'd through, 
Sin opening, who thus dow to Death began, 

son, why sit we here, each other viewing i 
Idly, while Safaa our great author thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us his of&pring dear ? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; if mishap, 
Ere this he had return'd, with fury driv'u "■ 
By hia avengers, since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinka I feel new strength within me rise. 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 2 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force. 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite 
With secret amity things of like kind 
By secretest conveyance. Thou my shade 
Inseparable must with me abng ; s 

For Death from Sin no power can separate- 
But lest the difficulty of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impassable, impervious, let us try 

2Sa belckias] Spens. F. Q. L si. 4J. 

' As burning ^tna fitira his boyling slow 
Doth belch out Jlama.' TbdJ. 

sw shade} ' Sliade' used in the same manner in class, ai 
ihoas. Hor, Siit. il. 8, 22. 

' quos JIaioenas adduxerat umbn^ ! ' jVeitWn. 
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Not unagreeable, to found a path 

Over this main from tell to that new world 

Where Satan now prevails, a monument 

Of merit high to all Ox' infernal host. 

Easing their passage hence, for intercourse, sm 

Or transmigration, as their lot shall lead. 

Nor can I miss the way so strongly drawn 

By this new felt attraction and instinct. 

Whom thus the meagre shadow answer'd soon. 
Go whither fate and inclination strong 205 

Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err, 
The way thou leading, such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The savour of death from all things there that live : 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest wu 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So saying, with delight he snuff'd the smell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 



243 err] Neivton has thns pointed tJie testi 

' I shall not lag behind, nor ere 

The way, thou leading.' 
Well may he oallita i-emarkable espression; bul 
thus be Etopt: 

' I shall not lag behind, nor eir, 

The way then leading.' 
This error is letdned in Mr. Todd'fl edition. It is 
proper to observe, that the punctuation of Milton' 
tiona agrees nitli Hewlon's. 
«3 mameraiilf.] 'Exuberant.' Beral. MS. 
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Against tlie day of battel, to a fieW, srs 

Where armies lie eiicamp'cl, come flying, Inr'd 

"With scent of living carcasses design'd 

For death, the following day, in bloody fight : 

So scented the grim Feature, and uptum'd 

His nostril wide into the murky air, 5s> 

Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 

Then both from out heli-gates into the waste 

"Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 

Flew diverse, and with power, their power was 

Hovering upon the waters ; what they met sa; 
Solid or slimy, as iu raging sea 
Tost up and down, together crowded drove 
From each side shoaling towards the mouth of hell. 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive sso 

Mountains of ice, that stop th' imagin'd way 
Beyond Pelsora eastward, to the rich 
Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry. 
As with a trident smote, and fix'd as firm mb 

As Delos floating once ; the rest his look 
Bound with Grorgonian rigour not to move, 
And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate, 

29* macel So Marlowe and Nash's Trag. of Dido. 1BD4. 
* Whose memory, like pale D&tQt's stony macBj 
Beatea forth my senses.' Ekkardsm. 

*" Gorgotiiaa] Claud. Rufiii. i. 270. 

' J^ffidd omn Gorgane Porsuus ! ' Pearce. 
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Deep to the roots of hell tlie gather'd beach 
They fasten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 
Over the foaming deep high arch'd, a bridge 
Of length prodigious joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceless world 
Forfeit to death ; from hence a passage broad, 
Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to hell. as 

So, if great things to small may be corapar'd, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From Susa his Memnonian palace high 
Came to the sea, and over Hellespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd, 3io 
And scourg'd with many a stroke th' indignant 

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock 

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 

Of Satan, to the self-same place where he sis 



™s iBoffeniice\ Dnobstnicted. Stillingfleet notes tie sama 

' Or Ehe [Earth] from west her silent course advance 
With t'no(?inewe pace.' 
sw ridffe] Briage. BenU. MS. 

318 Of Solon] Newton haa alterei the pointing of the first 
edition, by inserting a comma after Chaos, but I Uiinl; the 
passage would be clear, if Urns read. 

Now had they brought the ivork by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of peDdent rock, 
Over the vex'd abyss [following the track 
Of Saian, to the self-same place whero he 
First lighted &oni his wing, and landed safe 
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First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 
From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 
Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fast, too fast they made 
Aod durable ; and now in little space ^o 

The confines met of empyrean heaven 
And of this world, and on the left hand hell 
With long reach interpos'd ; three several ways 
la sight to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to eartli they had deacry'd, ms 
To paradise first tending, when behold 
Satan in likeness of an angel bright 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering 
His zenith, while the sua in Aries rose : 
Disguis'd he came, but those his children dear sao 
Their parent soon discern'd, though in disguise- 
He, atler Eve seduc'd, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by, and changing sliape 
To observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweefing, seconded s3i 

Upon her husband ; saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures : but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrify'd 
He fled, not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present, fearing guilty what his wrath m 
llight suddenly inflict ; that past, return'd 
By night, and listening' where the hapless pair 

From out of Chaos) to Uie outside bare 
Of this ronnd world. 
The part that relates to Satau's path being parenthetical. 
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Sat in their sad discourse aDd various plaint, 
Thence gather'd hia own doom, which understood 
Not instant, but of future lime, with joy aw 

Ajid tidings fraught, to hell he now retum'd. 
And at die brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 
Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their roeeting, and at sight aso 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiring stood, fill Sin, his fair 
Inchanfing daughter, thus the silence broke. 

parent, these are thy magnifie deeds, 
Thy trophies, which thou view'st as not thine own ; 
Thou art their author and prime architect : bm 
For I no sooner in my heart divin'd. 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves with lliine, join'd in connexion sweet. 
That thou on earth hadstprosperNJ, which thy looks 
Now also evidence, hut straight I felt, sei 

Though distant from thee worlds between, yet felt 
That I must after thee with this thy son, 
Such fatal consequence unites us three. 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, asi 
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast achiev'd our liberty, confin'd 

B« time^ In Milieu's own editions, and all others till 
those of Fenton and BonHej-, a full slop was placed after 
'Not instant, but of future time.' ^'eivlon hus Inserted only 



=db, Google 



BOOK 5. 193 

Within hell-gatea tiU now ; thou us impower'd 
To fortify thus fai', and overlay a™ 

With this portentous bridge the dark abyss. 
Thine now is all this world, thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not, thy wisdom gain'd 
With odds what war hath lost, and fully aveng'd 
Our foil in heav'n ; here thou shalt monarch reign, 
There didst not ; there let him still victor sway, 
As battel hath adjudg'd, from this new world 
Eetiring, by his own doom alienated 
And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Of all things, parted by th' empyreal bounds, sso 
His quadrature, from thy orbicular world, 
Or try thee now more dang'rous to his throne. 

Whom thus the prince of darkness answer'd glad. 
Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both, 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race ses 
Of SaUn, for I glory in tlie name, 
Antagonist of heaven's almighty King, 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Til' infernal empire, that so near heaven's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, a* 

Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one i-ealm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while I 

89" ad] ai'oh. Benll. MS. 

Wi (inej 'one realm, one oonHnent.' This is the gennine 
reading, but Fenton and Bentley read 'our realm," thou;;h 
BeuUey places 'one' in Ihc margin, as his coiijecfore, 

VOL. 11. 13 
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Descend through darkness on your road with ease 
To my associate powers, Ihem to acquaint as 
With these successes, and with them rejqice, 
Tou two this way, among these numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to paradise descend ; 
Ihere dwell and reign iu bliss, thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise and in the air, wu 

Chiefly on man, sole lord of all declar'd ; 
Him first mate sure your thrall, aod lastly kill. 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your jomt vi^r now <ib 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through sin to death expos'd by my exploit 
If your joint power prevail, th' affaii-s of hell 
No detriment need fear ; go and ha strong. «a 

So saying he dismiss'd them ; they with speed 
Their course through tliickest constellations held 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars loot'd wan, 
And planets, planetiStruck, real eclipse 
Then suffer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The causey to hell-gate ; on either side <i* 

Disparted Chaos over built exclaira'd, 
And with rebounding sui^ the bars assail'd, 

S^ these] In the first edition, 'tiiose.' 
l^Sprecoil] In the second edidon, 'prevails.' 
112 start] P. Fletcher's Loonats, p. 58. 

' Heaven shuts 2iia eyes, 

The simres look pah.' Todd. 

"■J reboundingl Virg. Geo. ii. p. 161. 

^ 'LucriuoqQB addita claustra; 

Alquo indignahim magnis stridoribus seiiuor,' NeKloa. 
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That ecom'd his indignation. Through the gate, 

Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd, 

And all about found desolate ; for those ™ 

Appointed to sit there had left their charge. 

Flown to the upper world ; the rest were all 

Far to the inland retir'd, ahout the walls 

Of Paudremonium, city and proud seat 

Of Lucifer, so by allusion call'd, Hi* 

Of that bright star to Satsm paragon'd. 

There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 

In council sat, solicitous what chance 

Might intercept their emperor sent ; so he 

Departing gave command, anA they observ'd. "o 

As when the Tartar from his Eussian foe 

By Astracan over the snowy plains 

Retires, or Bactrian Sophi from the ioms 

Of Turkish crescent leaves all waste beyond 

The realm of Aladule in his retreat ks 

To Tauria or Casheen: so these, the late 

Heaven-banisL'd host, left desert utmost hell 

Many a dark league, reduc'd in careful watch 

Eound their metropolis, and now expecting tn 

Each hour their great adventurer from the search 

Of foreign worlds : he thro' the midst unmark'd, 

In show plebeian angel militant 

Of lowest order, pass'd; and from the door 

Of that Plutonian hall invisible 

Ascended Ms high throne, which, under state jij 
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Of richest texture spread, at tK' uppei' end 
Was plac'd in regal lustre. Down a while 
He sat, and round ahout him saw unseen ; 
At last as from a cloud his fulgent head "» 

And shape star-bright appear'd, or brighter, clad 
With what permissive glory since his fell 
Was left bim, or false glitter. All amau'd 
At that so sudden blaze the Stygian throng *ss 
Bent their aspect, and whom they wish'd beheld, 
Their mighty chief return'd : loud was th' acclaim. 
Forth rush'd in haste the great consulting peers, 
Eaia'd from their dark divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 
Silence, and with these words attention, won. iss 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, poiv- 
For in possession such, not only of right, [ers, 
I call ye and declare ye now, return'd 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 

Me mieen] Tnsso, Fairfax, vii. 36. 

' Within a larras sate on liigh tlia queen, 
And heara, and snio, and kept herself miseeite.' Bmok. 
' Yet in Biicli sorts as they might see UBMen,' Sidney's Ar- 
cadia, vol. i. p. 234, ad. 1726. A. Dyee. 
«9/ufjjenl] T. Vttl. Flncc. v. 402, 46S. 

' Nebulamque erumpit Jason 

Sidecifl ora fereus.' 
Sylvaster's Du Bartas, p. 201. 

'Omiiiiole! whose aWe-ir/j/Ei beaming head.' 
460 sior-irigM] v. Horn. E. vi. ver. 2S5. 
■Tby star-bright eyes,' 
V. Ellis's Spec. ii. 381. (Smith's Chloris, 1590.) 
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Abominable, aeeurs'd, the house of woe, ^ 

And dungeon of our tyrant : now possess, 

As lords, a spaeious world, to our native heaven 

Little inferior, by my adventure hard 

With peril great acliiev'd. Long were to tell 

What I have done, what sufFer'd, with what pain 

Voyag'd th' unreal, vast, unbounded deep m 

Of horrible confusion, over which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd 

To expedite your glorioua march : but I 

Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forc'd to ride ws 

Th' untractable abyss, plung'd in the womb 

Of unorig^al If ight and Chaos wild. 

That jealous of their secrets fiercely oppos'd 

My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 

Protesting fate supreme ; thence how 1 found <» 

The new created world, which fame in heaven 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 

Of absolute perfection, therein man 

Plac'd in a paradise, by our exile 

Made happy : him by fraud I have seduc'd <b5 

From his Creator, and, the more to increase 

Tour wonder, with an apple ; He tliereat 

Offended, worth your laughter ! halh giv'n up 

Both his beloved man and all this world 

To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us, is 

Without our hazard, labour, or alarm, 

^8* exiiej Milton Blirays ncceiitnates this wonl on tlie last 
syllable; Shakespeare uses it both ways; Cbaucer and 
Spenser on tlie lail syllable only. Tod'J. 
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To range in, and to dwell, and. over man 
To rule, as over all lie sliouid have rul'd. 
True js, rae also ho hath judg'd, or rather 
Me not, but the brute serpent, in whose shape 
Man I deceiv'd : that which to me belongs <m 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind ; I am to bruise his heel ; 
His seed, when is not set^ shaU bruise my head. 
A world who would not purchase with a bruise, 
Or much more grievous pdn ? Te have th' account 
Of my performance : what remains, ye gods, 
But up and enter now into full bliss ? 

So having said, a while he stood, expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause s»i 

To fill his ear ; when contrary lie hears 
On all sides, fJTom innumerable tongues, 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn ; he wonder'd, but not long 
Had leisure, wond'ring at himself now more ; on 
Hia visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare. 
His arms clung to his libs, his legs entwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in vain; a greater power sis 

Now rul'd him, punish'd in the shape he sinn'd. 
According to his doom. He would have spoke, 
But hiss for hiss retura'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transform'd 
Alike, to serpents all as accessories s» 

To his bold riot : dreadful was the din 
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Of hissing through, tlio Imll, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and (ail, 
Scorpion, tmd asp, and ampMsbiena dire, 
Ceraslos hom'd, hydrus, and ellops drear, sas 

And dipsas ; not bo thick sivarm'd once the soil 
Bedtopp'd with blood of Goi^on, or the isle 
Ophiusa i but still greatest he the midst, 
Now dragon, groivn larger than whom the sun 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on slime, sso 

Huge Python, and his power no less he seem'd 
Above the rest still to retain. They all 
Him foUow'd issuiag forth to th' open field. 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout 
Heaven-fall'n in station stood or just array, sas 
Sublime with expectation when to see 
In triumph issuing forth their glorious chief: 
They saw, but other sight instead, a crowd 
Of ugly serpents ; horror on them fell. 
And horrid sympathy ; for what they saw, sm 
They felt themselves noW^ changing : down their 

Down fell both spear and shield, down they as fast. 
And the dire hiss renew'd, and the dire form 
Catch'd by contagion, like in punishment. 
As in their crime. Thus was th' applause they meant 
Turn'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame, 

624 nap] T. Hagthorpe's Divine MaditationB, p. 18. 
' TIio aspc, and two-hendcd amiihisbena, 
The hornod Cerastes, Alasanili-ian BCkinke, 
Dipsas fluil Drymas.' 
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Cast on themselves from their own mouths. There 

A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change, 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden wifh &ir fruit, like that mo 

Which grew in paradise, the bait of Eve 

Us'd by the f«mpter : on that prospect strange 

Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them further woe or shame : ssj 

Yet pacch'd with scalding thirst and hunger fierce, 

Though to delude them sent, could not abstain. 

But on tiiey roU'd in heaps, and up the trees 

Climbing aat thicker than the snaky locks 

That curl'd Megiera : greedily they pluck'd m 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd ; 

This more delusive not the touch, but taste. 

De^eiv'd j they, fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit iw 

'*'/(wr] ' Their pennnce laden with /au- fruit, like that.' 
So tJie Terse stood in Hie first ed. i in the second ' fair ' was 
omitled ; other editions read, 

' Thek penance, ladea with fruit, iike to tliat.' 
TouBon'a ed. of ITU, and Tickdi's of 1720, read 'paHem^e ' 
for 'penance,' wliicli Fenton followed. The true reading is 
restored In ed. 1716 of Tonson. 

Msymif] See Soiini FoljhiBt. c. sskt. 'Pomum quod 
gignitnr habaat iicet Specimen maturitatis, mandi tainen non 
potest, nam fuliginem intrinsicns faviliaci amambitio tantum 
eilimie calls cohibet, qnie vel levi pressa taclu fumum es- 
liniat, et fatisoit in vagnni puiverem.' 
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Chew*!! bitter ashes, which th' offended faste 
"With spattering noise rejected: oft they assay'd, 
Hunger and thirst constraining; drugg'd as oft, 
With hatefullest disrelish writh'd their jaws 
With soot and dnderg M'd ; so oft they fell sm 
Into the same illusion, not as man [plagu'd 

Whom they triumph'd once laps'd. Thus were they 
And worn with famine long, and ceaseless hiss, 
Till tlieir lost shape, permitted, they resum'd, 
Yearly enjoin'd, some say, to undergo sis 

This annual humbling certain number'd days, 
To dash their pride and joy for man sedac'd. 
However, some tradition they dispers'd 
Among the heathen of their purcliase got. 
And fabled how the serpent, whom they call'd sw 
Ophion witli Eurynome, the ivide 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus, thenee by Saturn driv'n 
And Ops, ere yet Dictfean Jove was bom. 

Meanwhile in paradise the hellish pair ms 

Too soon arriv'd ; Sin there in power before, 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her Death 

"2 laps'd] The meaning of this passage Eeems to be— The 
serpents often Jetl into the mistake of eating the frnit that was 
fair to the oje, but hitler to the taatej whereas man, over 
wtiora thoy trininphed, only (race lupied. 

^^ long] Milton's ediUon places a comma after famine, 
bnt Kewtoa has improved the line by proposing it should be 
thus reiid, 

And worn with famine long, and ceaseless liiss. 
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Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse ; to whom Sin thus began, sso 

Second of Satan sprung, all conquering Death, 
What think'st thou of our empire now, tho' earn'd 
With travail difficult, not better far 
Than still athell'sdai'kthreshold to Lave sate watch 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyself half starv'd ? fss 

Whom thus the sin-horn monster answer'd soon. 
To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is hell, or paradise, or heaven. 
There best, where most with ravin I may meet ; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little seems 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bound corps. 

To whom the incestuous mother thus reply'd. 
Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed first, on each beast next, and fish, and fowl, 
No homely morsels, and whatever thing «05 

The scythe of Time mows down, devour unspar'd, 
Till I in man residing through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect; 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey. 

This said, they both betook them several ways. 
Both to destroy, or unimmortal make en 

All kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which th' Almighty seeing, 



Illas nt summo yidit pater ^Itua Olympo 
Inceslare diem, trepidumque Hyperionis oi 
Bnffnndi maculis, torvo sic inchoat ore. 
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From his transcendent seat the saints among, 
To those bright orders utter'd llius ]us voice, eis 
See with what heat these dogs of hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created, and had still 
Kept in that state, liad not the folly of man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute «» 

Folly lo me ; so doth the prince of hell 
And his adherents, that with so much ease 
I suffer them to enter and possess 
A place so heavenly, and conniving seem 
To gratify xny scornful enemies, ™ 

That laugh, as if, transported with some fit 
Of passion, I to them had quitted all, 
At random yielded up to their misrule ; 
And know not that I call'd and drew them thither 
My hell-hounds, to lick up the draif and filth, bmi 
Which man's polluting sin with faint hath shed 
On what was pure ! till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh 
With suck'd and glutted offal, at one sling [burst 
Of thy victorious arm, well-pleasing Son, om 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave, at last 
Through Chaos hurl'd, obstruct the mouth of hell 
For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 

910 dogs] See Ap. Ehod. Arg. iv. 1666, 

Qv/uijSopinic, AiAio floiJc Kvva;, ai ^epl jrooQv 
'Hspo Sivd'ovaai k-Ki iaiiniv uyoPTac TixM. 

' Sty^osque cunes.' Lnc. Pilars, vi. t33. A. Dgce. 
Ml MSi sSed] Fenton reads after Tickoll, ' had shed.' 
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Then heaven and earth renew'dsliall be made pure 
To sanctity that shall receive no stiun : 
Till then the curse pronounc'd on both precedes. 
He ended, and the heavenly audience loud «« 
Sung Hallelujah, aa the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung : Just are Thy ways, 
Eighteous are Thy decrees on all Thy works ; 
"Who can extenuate Thee ? Next, to the Son, eu 
Destin'd restorer of mankind, by whom 
New heavea and earth shall to the ages rise. 
Or down from heaven descend. Suchwas their song, 
"While the Creator calling forth by name 
His mighty angels gave them several charge, eso 
As sorted best with present things. The sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine. 
As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable, and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the south to bring m 

Solstitial summer's heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prescrib'd, to th' other five 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In Sextile, Square, and Trine, and Opposite, 

1 Boamount and 

' Ikcreidi WinUr hang upon my ahonlders.' JVeirfon. 
«M Naac moon] Virg. ^n. vii. S. ' Candida' Inna. Canzon. 
de Ginstin. 1620, p. 12. 

' E Wanco Gnlia In negro ciel parea.' TodS 
M9 Sex/He] See Lisle's Du Bartas, p. 156. 

' In tryimel' in quadrangle, or in aexlile agglance.' 
and 'Wishart'9 Eminuel, p. 22, 52. 
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Of noxious efficacy, and when fo join eso 

In synod uDbenign ; and taught tlie flx'd 
Their influence malignant when to shower, 
Which of them rising with the sun, or falhng, 
Should prove tempestuous. To the winds they set 
Their comers, when with bluster to confound «8s 
Sea, air, and shore ; the thunder when to roll 
"With terror through the dark aereal hall. 
Some say, he bid his angels turn askance 
The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the sun's axle ; they with labour push'd ora 
ObUque the centric globe : some say, the sun 
Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial x(mA 
Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 
Atlantic Sistere, and the Spartan Twins, 
Up ia the Tropic Crab ; thence down amain ws 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of seasons lo each clime ; else had the spring 
Perpetual smil'd on earth with vemant flowers, 
Equal in days and nights, except to those eso 

Beyond (be polar circles ; to them day 
Had unbenighted shone, while fie low sun 
To i-ecompense his distance in their sight 
Had rounded still th' horizon, and not known 
Or east or west, which had forbid the snow sss 
From cold Esfotiland, and south as far 
Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit 
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The sun, as from Thyestean banquet, tum'd 
His course intended ; else how had Ihe world 
Inhabited, though sinless, more than now osu 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat ? [duc'd 
These changes in the heavens, though slow, pro- 
Like cliaJige on sea and land, sideral blast, 
Vapour, and mist, ajid exhalation hot. 
Corrupt and pestilent. Kow from tlie north ere 
Of Norumbega and the Samoed store. 
Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice, 
And snow, and h^l, and stormy gust and flaw 
Boreas, and Ciecias, and Argestes loud ssa 

And Thrascias rend the woods, and "ea ujfurn 
With adverse blast upturns them from the south 
Notus, and Afer black with thund rous clo ids 
From Serraliona; thwart of the e -w iie te 
Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent v< mds, 
Eurus and Zephyr with their lateral noise, ™s 
Sirocco and Libecchio. Thns began 
Outrage from lifeless things ; but Discord first. 
Daughter of Sin, among th' irrational 
Death introduc'd through fierce antipathy : na 
Beast now with beast gan war, and fowl with fowl, 

»" arm'd] Claud, de Rap. Pros. i. 69. 

' Cen turbiDO rauco 
Cum gravis ansatar Boreal, glacieque nlvali.' 

Sithardioit. 

803 gvst] Shakcsp. Venus and Adonis. 
'Like a red mom that CTCryet betoken'd 
Glut, and foul fiaics to herdsmen, and to herds.' 
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And fish with flsh ; to graze the hei'b all leavmg 
Devour'd eaab otter ; nor stood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or with count'nance grim 
Glar'd on him passing. These were from without 
The growing miseries, which Adam saw »i« 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiest shade. 
To sorrow abandon'd, but worse felt within, 
AniJ, in a troubled sea of passion tost, 
Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint. 

O miserable of happy ! is this the end ™i 

Of this new glorious world, and me so late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd of blessed ? Hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happiness ; yet well, if here would end tje 
The misery, I deserv'd it, and would bear 
My own deservings ; but this will not serve ; 
All that I eat, or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse. voice once heard 
Delightfully, ' Encrease and multiply,' "o 

Now death to hear! for what can I encrease 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all ages to succeed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curse 
My head ? HI fare our ancestor impure, rai 

For this we may thank Adam ; hut his thanks 
Shall be the execration ; so besides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound. 
On me, as on their natural center, light ™ 
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Heavy, though in their place. O tieeting joys 
Of paradise, dear bought with lasting woes ! 
Did I request thee, Maker, from my clay, 
To mould me man ? Did I solicit thee 
From darkness to promote me, or here place '« 
In this delicious garden ? As my will 
Concurr'd not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my'dust, 
Desirous to resign, and render back 
All I receiv'd, unable to perform to 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I sought not To the loss of that, 
Suflicient penalty, why hast thou added 
The sense of endless woes ? Inexplicable 
Thy justice seems ; yet, to say truth, too late 'm 
I thus contest : then should have been refus'd 
Those terms, whatever, when they were propos'd. 
Thou didst accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the good, 
Then cavil the conditions ? and though God 
Made Ihee without tliy leave, what if thy son to 
Prove disobedient, and reprov'd retort. 
Wherefore didst thou beget me ? I sought it not : 
TTouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuse ? yet him not thy election, 
But natural necessity begot. iss 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To serve him, thy reward was of his grace, 
Thy punishment then justly is at his will. 
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Be it so, for I submit, his doom is fair, 
That dust I am, and shall to dust return : ' 

O welcome hour whenever I why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day ? why do I overlive ? 
"Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd oi 
To deathless psun ? how gladly would 1 meet ' 
Moi-tality my sentence, and be earth 
Insensible ! how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap ! there I should rest 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of worse ' 
To mc and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 
Lest that pure breath of life, tbe spirit of man 
Which God inspir'd, cannot together perish i 



"S BiffiJ So in the Adamns Essnl of Grotina, p. 60. 

' Tellus, ooncavos aperi sinus 1 

StiT non deMscis ? aiit in Actiernntia plflgom 
Te, nosqae mergjs ? Gemina oompages soli 
Fatmt revulEal Qnnque Etamus nosii, 
Opaca tellus coqioni abaorbat duo ! ' 
"S mother's ijij ' In ipso gremio tertie maMs.' Apuiei 
Apolog. vol. i. p. 640, ea. Delph, See Liv. Hist. i. 66. 
Grid. Fast ii. 71S, Metam. iii. B5, 

' Sanguinefira txepido plangebont pectore matrem.' 
'ES oij] MacK Prom. Vinot. 1061. 

miiiruf l/dy ob ^avaTuaa. 
and Hor. Od. ili. ssk. B. ' Non oninis moriar.' 

Kewttm. Todd. 
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With this corporeal clod ; then in the grave, 

Or in some other dismal place, who knows 

But I shall die a Lving death ? O thought 

Horrid, if true ! yet why ? it was hut breath 

Of Ufe that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life w 

And sin ? the body properly hath neither. 

All of me then shall die ; let this appease 

The doubt, since human reach no further knows. 

For though the Lord of all be infinite. 

Is his wrath also ? be it, man is not so, ws 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise 

Wrath without end on man whom death must end ? 

Can he make deathless death ? that were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held, as argument ew 

Of weakness, not of power. ■ Will he draw out, 

For anger's sake, finite to iafinite 

In puuish'd man, to satisfy his rigour 

Satisfy'd never ? that were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and nature's law, ws 

By Which all causes else according still 

To the reception of their matter act, 

Not to th' extent of their own sphere. But say, 

That death be not one stroke, as I suppos'd. 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery eio 

From this day onward, which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and so last 

To perpetuity. Ay me! that fear 

Comes thund'ring back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenceless head ; both death and I sis 
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Are found eternal, and incorporate Ixith ; 

Kor I on my part single, in me all 

Posterity stands curs'd. Fair patrimony 

That I must leave ye, sons ; were I able 

To waste it ail myself, and leave ye none I sm 

So disiaberited, how would ye bless 

Me, now your curse ! Ah I why should all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltless be condemn'd, 

If guiltless ? But from me what can proceed, 

But ail corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd, »» 

Kot to do only, but to will the same 

With me ? how can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him aflcr all disputes 

Forc'd I absolve : all my evasions vain 

And reasonings, tho' through mazes, lead me still 

But to my own conviction : first and la^t 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, ail the blame hghts due ; 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish I couldst thou 

support 
That burden heavier than the earth to bear, sa 
Than all the world much heavier, though divided 
With that bad woman ? Thus what thou deair'st, 
Ajid what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope 
Of refuge, and eoadudes thee miserable 
Beyond all past example and future, mo 

*>* Art] This is Bentley's conjectnte, now received into 
file text ; all the editions previously read ' Am.' 
MOyirfiire] T. Fairfax's Tasao, csvii. 88. 

'But not by art, or skill, of things futilre 
Can the plaine troath revealed be, and told.' NeMin. 



=db, Google 



212 PARADISE LOST. 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

Conscience, into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driv'n me, out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd ! 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud ssi 

Through the stiU night, not now, as ere man fell, 
Wholesome, and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Accompany'd, with damps and dreadful gloom, 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
All things with double terror. On tie ground mo 
Outstretch'd he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs'd his crealion, death as oft accus'd 
Of tardy execution, since denounc'd 
The day of his offence. Why comes not death, 
Said he, with one thrice acceptable stroke ^ 

To end me ? Shall truth fail to keep her word. 
Justice divine not hasten to be just? 
But death comes not at call, justice divine 
Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cries. 
O woods, fountains, hillocks, dales, and bowers, 
With other echo late I taught jour shades sei 



Ml cold groand] v. Sp. F. Qacen. iii. iv. 53. 
' The cold earlh was Lis couch,' 

and vi. iv. 40. 
' On the cold grrntad maugre himself he threw.' IWi 
ew deaOii So Sophocl. Philoctetes. 793. 
•it 'Savart, -diivaTC, jruf acl KoSou/itrof 
OvTW K^T S/iop, oi ivv/ laAdr ttots. Nemloil. 
8B» MBicfo] Fenton proposes to read ' hills, rocks.' 
Ml shades] ' Caves.' Bentl MS. iv. 257, 
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To answer, and resound far other song. 
■Whom thu3 afflicted when sad Eve beheld, 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce passion she asaay'd ; «» 
But her with stem regard he thus repeU'd. 

Out of my sight, thou serpent! that name best 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thyself as fa2se 
And hateful; nothing wants, hut that thy shape, 
Like his, and colour serpentine may sliow wo 
Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures from thee 
HencefortJi ; lest that too heavenly form, pre- 
tended 
To hellish falsehood, snare them. But for thee 
I had persisted happy, had not thy pride 
And wand'ring vanity, when least was safe, ws 
Rejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 
Not to be trusted, longing to be seen 
Though by the devil himself, him overweening 
To over-reach ; but with the serpent meeting, 
Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, bm 
To trust thee from my side, imagin'd wise, 
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults, 
And understood not all was but a show 
Kather than solid virtue, all but a rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, ess 

More to the part sinister from me drawn. 
Well if thrown out, as supernumerary 

872 prelenM] As in the Latin Torgne, EigiiiSes ' placed 
before.' Virs- Gsorg. i. 270. ' Segeti pnelemkre sepem. 
Bud Mn. vi. 60. Pearce. 
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To my just number found. Oh ! why did God, 
Creator wise, that peopled highest heaven 
With spirits masculine, create at last sw 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men as angels without feminine, 
Or find some other way to generate 
Mankind? This misehiefhad not then hefall'n, sji 
And more that shall befall, innumerable 
Disturbances on earth through female snares, 
And straight conjunction with this sex ; for either 
He never shall find out fit mate, but sucii 
As some misfortune brings him, or mistake, too 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her perverseness ; but shall see her 

By a far worse ; or if she love, withheld 

By parents, or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound «>j 

To a fell adversary, his hate or shame ; 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 

To human life, and household peace confound. 

He added not, and from her tum'd ; but Eve 
Not so repuls'd, with tears that ceas'd not flowing. 
And Ireasea all disorder'd, at his feet s" 

Fell humble, and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

EE3 G(nJ\ 
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Forsate me not thus, Adam ! witness heaven 
What love sincere and reverence in my heart bis 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceiv'd ; thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees ; bereave me not 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counsel in this uttermost distress, w 

My only strength and stay ; forlorn of thee. 
Whither shall I betake me, whero subsist? 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps. 
Between ws two let there be peace, both joining. 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity aa 

Against a foe by doom express assign'd us, 
That cruel serpent. On me exercise not 
Thy hatred for this misery befallen, 
On me already lost, me than thyself 

SM JbTMiBuiemrf] So in the Adamua EsbuI of Grotlos, 
p. 6i, Ev3 aara, 

'Per EBncta tliBlanii sacrE, per ju8 nominis 
Quodcimque nostri, sire ma natani voeas, 
Ex te creaiam, sive tonimunj Patre 
Ortam, sorotem, aive potius coDjugem, 
Ne me relinquas. Sana tuo auxilio eat opus. 
Cum versa sora est. Unicum lapsse mihi 
Fiimamen ; nnam spem gcavi adfiictoe mdo.' 
<et/OT-fo™]Oy.Met.i. 358. 

' Quid tibi, si sine me fatis erepta fuisses, 
Nunc animi, iniseraQda, foret ? quo sola titnorem 
Ferre modo pOBses ! quo consol^le doleres '/ 
Namque ego, crede mihi, si te modo pontus haberet 
Te seqoerer, conjus.' 
OM one eamilii] Bentley reads 'in emiiitj',' wliicli reading 
Hewton tUnks not improbnbli!. 
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More miserable ; both have sinn'd, but thou bso 
Against God only; I against God and thee. 
And to the place of judgment will return, 
There with my cries importune heaven, that all 
The sentence, from thy head remov'd, may light 
On me, sole cause to thee of aJl this woe, s^ 

Me, me only just object of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Atlam. wrought 
Commiseration ; soon his heart relented wo 

Towards her, his life so late and sole delight, 
Now at his feet submissive in distress, 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel, whom she had displeas'd, his ^d ; 
As one disarm'd, his anger all he lost, ms 

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soon. 

Unwary and too desirous as before. 
So now of what thou know'st not, who desir'st 
The punishment all on thyself; alas, 
Bear thine own first, Ul able to sustain ax 

His iiill wrath, whose thou feel'st as yet least pari, 
And my displeasure bear'st so Ul, If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be visited, ^^ 

Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiv'n. 
To me committed, and by mc expos'd. 

SSI lagainst] So Grotli Adamus Exsnl. p. 65. 

' Ego dnplex feci nefas, 

Cum fallor et cum fiillo.' 



=db, Google 



BOOK X, 217 

But rise, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elsewhere, hut strive 
In offices of love how we may lighten sm 

Each other's burden in our shai-e of woe ; 
Since this day's death denounc'd, if aught I see, 
"Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd evil, 
A long day's dying to augment our pain. 
And to our seed, hapless seed ! deriv'd. oss 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply'd. 
Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weigiit my words with thee can llnd, 
Found so erroneous; thence by just event 
Found so unfortunate ; nevertheless, mi 

Ecstor'd by fhee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
living or dying, from thco I wOl not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are ris'n, ws 
Tending to some relief of our extremes, 
Or end, though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 
As in our evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Which must be born to certain woe, devour'd sso 
By Death at last, and miserable it is 
To he to others cause of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woful race. 
That after wretched life must be at last ks 
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Food for so foui a monster, iii tliy power 
It lies, yet ere conception fo prevent 
The race unblest, to being yet unbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain ; so Death 
Shall be deceiv'd hia glut^ and with us two w 
Be forc'd to satisfy hia rav'nous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Conversing, looking, bving, to abstain 
From love's due rights, nuptial embraces sweet, 
And with desire fo languii-h without Lope, «» 

Before the present object languisiiing 
"With like desire, which ivould be misery, 
And torment less than none of what we dread. 
Then both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make short, to* 
Let us seek Death, or, he not found, sujipiy 
"With our own hands his office on ourselves : 



SB' fimcfpti(m\ ' 'Why not conception already, since lie lias 
menfioned copulation twice? ' Beatl. MS. 

*S3 In Milton'3 own ediUons, and in otlieis, tbis and the 
following line are ttras printed 

Childless Uioa art, childless remain, 

So death shall be deceived his glnt, and with us two, Sx. 

This error went through both Milton's editions; and it was 
one that when the poem was read to him, his ear akme could 
□ot detect; but the continunnce of it does not speak much in 
favour of the knowledge or attention of those who read to him. 

^*il svj^y] So in the Adamua Essul of Grotjns, p. 61. 

' Quidmihi exseq^uias nego? 

Qnidpereo-vivna? quid meos manes moror? 
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Why stand we longer shivering under fears, 
That show no end but death, and have the power, 
Of many ways to die the shortest choosing, i«b 
Destruction with destruction to destroy ? 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had cntertain'd, aa dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with such counsel nothing sway'd, loio 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Labouring had rais'd, and thus to Eve reply'd. 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; i™ 
But self-destruction therefore sought refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overlov'd. 
Or if thou covet death, as utmost end icao 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd, doubt not hut God 
Hath wiselier arm'd his vengeful ire tlian so 
To be forestall'd ; much more I fear lest death 
So snatch'd will not exempt us from (he pain i«s 
"We are by doom to pay : rather such acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live : then let m seek 

impaU] Virg. jEn. iv. 499. 

' Hffio effata silet; pallor simiil oooupat ora.' Joriia, 
Compfiro Ma. iv. 641. Lacaii, vii. 130. Biaae. 
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Some safer resolution, which methinka 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed neo 
Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpent's head : piteous amends, unless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe 
Satan, who in the serpent hath eonfriY'iI 
Against us this deceit. To crush his head loas 
"Would be revenge indeed ; which will be lost 
By death brought on our selves, or childless days 
Eesolv'd, as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall scape his punishment ordain'd, and we 
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. i«« 
No more be mention'd then of violence 
Against our selves, and wilful barrenness, 
That cuts us off from hope, and savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite, 
Kelucfance against God and his just yoke ims 
Liud on our necks. Remember wilh what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrath or reviling ; we expected 
Immediate dissolution, which we thought 
"Was meant by death that day, when, lo ! to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, losi 

And bringing forth ; soon recompens'd with joy, 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curse aslope 
Glanc'd on the ground ; with labour I must earn 
My bread ; what harm ? idleness had been worse ; 
My labour will sustain me ; and lest cold mm 

Or heat should injure us, his tiraely care 
Hath unbesought provided, and his hands 
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Clott'd us unworthy, pitying while he judg'd. 
How mucii more, if. we pray him, will his car imo 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline, 
And teach us further by what means to shun 
Th' inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow, 
"Which now the sky with various face begins 
To show us in this mountain, while the winds i«s 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 
Of these ftur spreading trees, which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 
Our limbs bcnnmb'd, ere this diurnal star 
Leave cold the night, how we his gather'd beams 
Eeflected may with matter sere foment, iwi 

Or by collision of two bodies grind 
The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds 
Justling or push'd with winds rode in their shock 
Tine the slant lightning, whose thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine, [down 
And sends a comfortable heat from far, 
TYTiich might supply the sun. Such fire to use, 
And what may else be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought. 
He will instruct us praying, and of grace icsi 



MTl /«»!;»!] Virg. fin. i. ITS. 

' Sn!ceyitque ignem foliis, atqne aiida eircum 
Nuiximenta dedit, rapuitquB m/inniie flammam.' 

lOTS fire] 'Be tired Tiilh ifily fire.' Qnades' Emblems, 
p. 293. 
M'8 orpine] Fenton and Bcntley read ' nri pmc' 
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Beseeching liitn, so as we ceed not fear 
To pass commodioasly this life, sustaiu'd 
By him v/ith many comforts, till we end 
In duat^ our final rest and native home. "^ 

What better can we do, than, to the place 
Eepmring where he judg'd us, prostrate fall 
Before him reYerent, and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon heg, with tears 
Wa.tering the ground, and with our sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow unfeign'd and humiliation meek ? 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his displeasure, in whose look serene, 
"When angry most he seem'd and most severe, iok 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy shone ? 

So spake our father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they forthwith to the place 
Eepairing where he judg'd them prostrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confess'd um 

Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow unfeign'd and humiliation meek. 

mi Fi-e^enllng] Teinpeitiiig. BenH. MS. so in line 1103. 
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The Son of God presents to his Father the prayers of our 
first parents now repenting, and intercedes for them: God 
accepts them, bnt declares that they must no longer abide in 
paradise ; sends Miclia«1 wth a hand of chembim to dis- 
possess ihem; but first to reyeal to Adam future things; 
Michael's coming down. Adam shows to Eve certdn omi- 
nous signs; he discerns Jliclmel's approach; goes out to 
meet him: the angel denounces theu: departure. Eve's 
lamentaUon. Adam pleads, hut suhmiCs: the angel leads 
him up to a high hill ; sets before him in vision what shall 
happen Cih the flood. 

Thus tbey in lowliest pliglit repcHfant stood 
Praying, for from the mercy^eat above 
Prevenient grace descending had remov'd 
The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow instead, that sighs bow breath'd 
Unutterable, which the spirit of prayer 
Inapir'd, and wing'd for heaven 'nith speedier flight 
Than loudest oratory : yet their port 
Not of mean suitors, nor important less 
Seem'd their petition, than when tli' ancient pair i" 
In febles old, less ancient yet than these, 
II lafabUi oW] Fables told this. Benll. MB. 
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Deucalion and chaste Fyrrlia fo restore 
The race of maakiad dvown'd before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To heav'n their prayerd 
Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond or frustrate : in they pass'd 
Dimensionless through heav'niy doors ; then clad 
With incense, where the golden altar fum'd, 
By their great Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Father's throne ; them the glad Son 20 
Presenting thus to intercede began. 

See, Father, what first fruitson earth are sprung 
From thy implanted grace in man, these sighs 
And prayers, which, in this golden censer mix'd 
With incense, I thy priest before thee bring, as 
Fruits of more pleasing savour from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
"Which hia own hand manuring all the trees 
Of paradise could have produc'd, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Kow therefore bend thine ear so 
To supplication, hear his sighs though mute ; 
Unstiliiil with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him, me his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on mo 
Good or not good ingraft, my merit those » 

Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 
Accept me, and in me from these receive 
The smell of peace toward mankind, let him live 

16 emvoHs] Ov. Met. x. 642. 

Bctolit tram preoes ad me non imula blandas. 
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Before thee reconcil'd, at least his days 
Knmber'd,thougli sad, till death. Ilia doom, which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse, 
To better life shall yield him, where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliss : 
Made one with m.e as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene, i' 
All thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain, all thy requ^t was my decree : 
But longer in that paradise to dwell 
The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Those pure immortal elements, that know so 

No gross, no unliarmonious mixture foul, 
Eject him tainted now, and purge him off 
As a distemper, gross to air as gross. 
And mortal food, as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin, tliat first b 

Distemper'd all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at first with two fair gifts 
Created him endow'd, with happiness 
And immortality : that fondly lost, 
This other serv'd but to eternize woe, bo 

Till I provided death ; bo death becomes 
His final remedy, and after life 
Try'd in sharp tribulation, and refln'd 
By faith and faithful works, to second life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the just, k 

E«signs him up with heaven and earlh renew'd. 
But let us call to synod aU the blest [hide 

Thro' heaven's wide bounds ; from tlicm I will not 

VOL. ir. 15 
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My judgmenis, how with maukiinl I proceed, 
As how with peccant angels late they saw ; f 
And in their state, tho' firm, stood more confii-m'd. 

He ended, and the Son gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watcli'd ; he blew 
His frumpel, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more >s 
To sound at general doom. Th' angelic blast 
Fiird all the regions ; from their bhssful bow'rs 
Of Amarantin shade, fountain or spring, 
By the waters of life, where ere they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the sons of light m 

Hasted, resorting to the summons high, 
And took their seats ; till from his throne supreme 
Th' Almighty fh«s pronounc'd his sov'reign will. 

Sons, like one of us man is become 
To know both good and evil, since his taste sj 
Of that defended fruit; hut let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got ; 
Happier, had it suffic'd him to have known 
Good by it self, and evil not at aJl. 
He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite, «o 
My motions in him, longer than they move, 
His heart I know how variable and vain 
Self-left. Lest therefore his now holder hand 
Keach also of the Tree of Life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at least to live bs 

For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And send him from tlie garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil. 
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Michael, this my hehest have thou ia charge, 

Take to thee from among the cherubim im 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the fiend. 

Or in behalf of man, or to invade 

Vacant possession, some new trouhle raise : 

Haste thee, and from the paradise of God 

Without remorse drive out the sinful pair, los 

From hallow'd ground fh' unholy, and denounce 

To them and to their progeny from thence 

Perpetual banishment. Yet lest they faint 

At the sad sentence rigorously urg'd. 

For I behold them soften'd and with tears no 

Bewailing their excess, all terror hide. 

If patiendy thy bidding they obey. 

Dismiss them not disconsolate ; reveal 

To Adam what shall come in future days, 

As I shall thee enlighten ; intermix na 

My cov'nant in the woman's seed renew'd; 

So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace : 

And on the east side of the garden place, 

Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs, 

■"S ^ive oat] See Adnmus Exsnl of Grotii, p. 73. 
'Voa ergo/Chanibi Cielites! mihi quos ego 
Leg^ Ministros, ite I et horh) pellite 
Par istnd hominmn ! Sacra deli ciis Iocs 
Miseri relinqnimt 1 ulla tdlnris so!a 
Glebasque quosrant, et pareatem e:teraaant ! ' 

m exceia} Eta's intomperance. Spens. ii. 12. £eiill MS. 

us jiKd on the easi] See A<lajiiu8 Essul of Groliua, p. 73. 
' Vos Etate in aditn nemoris, ortiTam nd plugam, 
Et impedlte fiammoo versutilis 
Mucione teli, ne quia infigat pedem I ' 



=db, Google 



228 PARADISE LOST, 

Cherubic watch, and of a sword the flame '» 

"Wide waving, all approach far off to friglit, 
And guard all passage to the Tree of Life ; 
Lest paradise a receptacle prove 
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 
With whose stol'n fruit man once more to delude. 

He ceas'd ; and th' archangelic pow'r prepar'd 
For swift descent, with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful cherubim ; four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus ; all their shape 
Spangled with eyes more numerous than those i3o 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drouze, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean while, 
To resalute the world with sacred light 
Leucothea wak'd, and with iJesh dews imbalm'd 
The earth, when Adam and first matron Eve 
Had ended now their oiisons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to spring 
Out of despair, joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd. "o 

Eve, easily may feilh admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy from heaven descends ; 
But that from us aught should ascend to heaven 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bless'd, or to incline his will, ik 

Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer, 
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 
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Even to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By prayer th' offended Deity lo appease, 
Kjieel'd and before him humbled all my heart, ho 
Methonght I saw him placable and mild, 
Bending his ear : persuasion in me grow 
That I was heard with favour ; peace return'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, tliat thy seed shall bruise our foe ; i» 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past^ and we shall live. Whence hail to thee. 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things living, since by thee ™ 

Man is to live, and all things live for man. 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek. 
HI worthy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor, who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare : to me reproach i« 
Eather belongs, distrust, and all dispraise : 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am grac'd 
The source of life ; nest favourable thou, 
AVho highly thus to entitle me vouchsaf'st, m 
Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us now with sweat impos'd, 
Though after sleepless night ; for see, the morn, 
AJl unconcem'd with our unrest^ begins 

m iegim] Shukfsp. Hen. IV. p. i. act iii. sc. 1. 

' The hetivenly-liarness'd teem 

Beyins his golden piwjrisa in the east.' 

Ntabm. 
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Her rosy progress smiling ; let us forth, ira 

I never from thy side lienceforth to stray, 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilsome ia these pleasant walks ? 
Here let us live, though in fail'n state, content, m 

So spake, so wish'd much-humbled Eve ; but fate 
Subscrib'd not ; nature first gave signs, impress'd 
On bird, beasi, air, air suddenly eclips'd 
After short blush of mom : nigh in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd from his aery tower, i^ 
Two birds of gayest plume before him drove : 
Down from a hilt the beast tliat reigns in woods, 
Fii^t hunter then, pursu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodliest of all the forest, liart and hind ; 
Direct to th' eastern gate was bent their flight. i» 
Adam observ'd, and, with his eye the chase 
Pursuing, not umnov'd to Eve thus spake. 

O Eve, some further change awaits us nigh. 
Which heaven by these mute signs in nature shows 
Forerunners of bis purpose, or to warn is 

Us haply too secure of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death releas'd 
Some days ; how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or more than this, that wc are dust, 
And thither must return and be no more ? suo 

Why else this double object in our sight 

192 SaismS'd] Shakespeare's Meas. for Meas. act ii. sc. i. 
'Admit no other way to save his life, 
As / suJacriie not that,' tjiton. 
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Of flight pursu'd in th' air, and o'er fLe ground, 
One way tie selfsame hour? Wliy in tlie east 
Darkness ere day's mid-course, and morning light 
More orient in. yon western doud, that draws sie 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant wliite, 
And slow descends, with something heavenly 
fraught ? 
He err'd not, for by this Ihe heavenly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In paradise, and on a hill made Jialt, 'lo 

A glorious apparition, liad not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the angels met 
Jaeoh in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright ; ais 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dothan, eover'd with a camp of fire, 



SM mormng Uglii] So in the Adtimns Essul of Grotins, p. ' 
Eve Bays, 

' QniB EnbiCns ardor lets ? quiE lus emicat? 
Cornpuit hortum flomma, et escelsfc arborea 
Ardent sine igne^ forvidumqae iucendinm 
Trepide YHgatnr; qnalibus ocelum iiitet 
Illustre facibns, integrum flsgmt ocmos. 
Fugiamvis festns ! ista diyinai manna 
Stmt opera, quEe noa ire in exsilinm jul>et.' 
SMAthcs] SoD.Heinsius; 

'Huboro ctclum pKOvio Aurora imbuit, 
Priraamqua parE purpuram miliea trahunV 

Herodei, p. 220. 
21B paciUim'd] Sbakesp. Heniy V. act i. EC. 2. 

'And ^e parilioii'd in the fields of France.' Somle. 
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Against tLe Syrian king, who fo surprise 

One man assassin-like had lev/d war, 

"War unprodaim'd. The princely hierarch sai 

In fheir bright stand there left hia powers to seize 

Possession of the garden ; he alone. 

To find where Adam shelfer'd, took his way, 

Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 

While the great visitant approach'd, thus spake. 

Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to he ohserv'd ; for I descry 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill, 
One of the heavenly host, and by his gait tx 

None of the meanest, some great potentate, 
Or of the thrones above, such majesty 
Invests him coming ; yet not terrible, 
That I should fear, nor sociably mild. 
As Raphael, that I should much confide, sas 

But solemn and sublime, whom not to offend 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. 

He ended ; and th' archangel soon drew nigh, 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms mo 

A military vest of purple flow'd, 
Livelier than Melihcean, op the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 

2S3 Or] Lord of the Thrones oborc. Sefill. MS. 
2>2 JMeiiiffion] Virg. Mn. V. 2al. 

'Purpura maiandco duplici Mdibaa cncurrit.' 
and Georg. ii. 506. 'Sarrano indormiat ostro.' Mime. 
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In time of truce ; Iris had dipp'd the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled show'd liim prime mj 
In manhood where youth ended ; by his side 
Aa in a glistering zodiac hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low ; he kingly from his state 
Inclin'd not, hut his coming thus declar'd, s» 

Adam, heaven's high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard, and death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seisure many days sm 

Given thee of grace, wherein thou may'st repent, 
Aud one bad act with many deeds well done 
May'st cover : weO may then thy Lord appeaa'd 
Redeem thee quite from death's rapacious claim ; 
But longer in this paradise to dwell 
Permits not: to remove thee I am come, sso 

And send thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou wast taken, litter soil. 

He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood, 
That all his senses bound; Eve, who unseen ms 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Discover'd soon the place of her retire. 

nnespected stroke, worse thiui of death I 

£»> ]«am'd] See Spens. F. Qu. V. is. 34. 

' To whom she eke iadi/miig her witliall.' 
and Fairfax'B Tasso, ii. 60. Sowle. 

'61 gripe] Browne's Brit. Pus. B. i. s. iii. 

Tree from the gripes of sorrow every one,' Todd, 
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Must I thus leave thee, paradise ? thus leave sss 
Thee, native soil, these happy walks and shades, 
Fit haunt of gods ? where I had hope to spend. 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us bofli. flowers, 
That never will in other climate grow, 
My early visitation, and my last sra 

At even, which I bred up witli t«nder hand 
From the first op'ning bud, and gave ye names, 
"Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th' ambrosial fount ? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower, by me adom'd '-m 

"With what to sight or smell was sweet ; from thee 
How shall I part, and whiiher wander down 
Info a lower world, to fJtis obscure 
And wild? how shall we breathe in other air 
Less pure, accustom'd to immortal fruits ? ss* 

"Whom thus the angel interrupted mild. 
Lament not, Eve, but patiently resign 
AVtat justly thou hast lost; nor set thy heart. 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine : 
Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes m 

™ Ofioieers] Sea Ovlilii Metam. y, 399, of Prcsarpiae. 
' Collecti flores tuuicis ceciilera romissis : 
TantRfine simplicitas puerilibus ndfiut Bjmis, 
HJEc quoque virgineum movit joctnta dolotem.' 
SB» tivpliatl Compare Euripldis Alcestis, v. 247. 
TaZa re, Koi /lelaSpuv <nh/ai 
tiviii>i£tat 71 Koira: 
Horpio; 'Iu;.Not. Told. 
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Thy husband, him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native soil. 
Adam, by this from the cold sudden damp 
Eecovering, and his scatter'd spirits retum'd. 
To Michael thus his humble words addcess'd, sss 
Celestial, whether among the thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the highest, for such of shape may seem 
Prince abo^e princes, gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else iii telling ■wound, 
And in performing end us ; what besides sou 

Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair. 
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Kecess, and only consolation left 
Familiar to our eyes, all places else ao; 

Inhospitable appear and desolate, 
Nor knowmg us nor known ; and if by prayer 
Incessant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous cries. am 

But prayer against his absolute decree 
!No more avails than breath gainst the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that departing hence sis 

As from bis face I shall be hid, depriv'd 
His blessed count'nance ; here I could frequent, 
With worship, place by place, where he Touchsaf 'd 

aio laeafj] So Ilor. 0(1. i. ii. 2G, ' Treot qua Migeut.' 
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Presence divine, and to my sons relate, 

' On this mount he appear'd, under this tree sso 

Stood visible, among these pines his voice 

I heard, here with him at this fountain talk'd : ' 

So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of lustre from the brook, in memory, ^ 

Or monument to ^es, and thereon 

Offer sweet smelling gums, and fruits, and flowers : 

In yonder nether world where shall I seek 

His bright appearances, or footstep trace ? 

For though I fled him angry, yet, recall'd "m 

To life prolong'd and promia'd race, I now 

Gladly behold though bnt his utmost skiria 

Of glory, and far off his steps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know'st heaven his, and all the 

Not this rock only ; his omnipresence fills 
Ijand, sea, and air, and every kind that lives. 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm'd : 
All th' earth he gave thee to possess and rale, 
No despicable ^ft ; surmise not then mo 

His presence to these narrow bounds confin'd 
Of paradise or Eden: this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 

B23 nwiTWrj;] So Beauui. and Fletch. D. JlaiTiaga, net ii. 
* The metnoiy and ntGnvments of good men 
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All goncrations, and liad liither come 
From all the ends of th' earth, to celebrate ws 
And reverence thee their great progenitor. 
But this preeminence thou hast lost, brought doivn 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons ; 
Tet doubt not but in valley and in plaui 
God is as here, and will be found alike sa 

Present, and of his presence many a sign 
Still following thee, sfill compassing thee round 
With goodness and paternal love, his face 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. 
Which that thou mayst believe, and be coniirm'd 
Ere thou from hence depart, know, I am sent sse 
To show thee what shaU come in future days 
To thee and to thy offspring ; good with bad 
Expect to hear, supernal grace contending 
With sinfulness of men ; thereby to learn ssa 

True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious sorrow, equally inur'd 
By moderation either state to bear, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepar'd endure xs 

Thy mortal passage when it comes. Ascend 
This hill, let Eve, for I have drench'd her eyes. 
Here sleep below, while thou to foresight wak'st. 
As once thou slept'st, while she to life was form'd. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd, s'o 
Ascend, I follow thee, safe guide, the path 

i»' kitJier] So the first ed. reaJ,— [Aiyier most of the later. 
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Thou lead'st me, and to the hand of heaven submit, 

However chast'ning, fo the evil turn 

My obvious breast, arming to overcome 

By suffering, and earn rest from labour won, 37s 

If so I may atttun. So both ascend 

In the visions of God. It was a hiU 

Of paiadise the highest, from whose top 

The hemisphere of earth in elearest ken 

Stretch'd out to the amplest reach of prospect lay. 

Not higher that hill nor wider looking round, ssi 

Wliereon for different cause the tempter set 

Our second Adam in the wilderness. 

To show him all earth's kingdoms and their glory. 

His eye might there command wherever stood aai 

City of old or modem fame, the seat 

Of mightiest empire, fi'om the destin'd walls 

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Osus, Temir's throne, 

To Paquin of Sintean kings, and thence "w 

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul, 

Down to the golden Chersonese, or where 

The Persian in Ecbafan sat, or since 

In Hispahan, or where the Eussian Czar 

In Mosco, or tlie Sultan in Bizance, ssa 

Turchesfan-bom ; nor could his eye not ken 

Wi animg] Aimiug. Bent!. 3fS. 
S16 jB/mnjJ Virg. Ma. V. flO, 
' Quidqnid ciit, superanda omnis fortuna fcrendo est.' 
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Th' empire of Negus to his utmost port 

Ercoco, and the less maritime kings 

Mombaza, and Quiloa, aad Melind, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm fflo 

Of Congo, and Angola farthest south ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez, and Sus, 

Moi-occo, and Alters, and Tremisen ; 

Or Europe tlience, and where Rome was to sway 

The world : in spirit perhaps he also saw 

Eich Mexico the seat of Motezume, 

And Casco in Peru, the richer seat 

Of Atabalipa, and yet unspoii'd 

Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons ™ 

Call El Dorado : but to nobler sights 

Miehaol from Adam's eyes the film remov'd, 

Which that false fruit that promis'd clearer sight 

Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy and rue 

The visual nerve, for he had much lo see ; «s 

And from the well of life three di-ops instiU'd. 

So deep the power of these ingredients pierc'd, 

Ev'n to the inmost seat of mental sight, 

*9T Negw] See Liale'a Du Bartas, p. 115. 
"» Sofida] See Benlleii Epist. ed. Bumeii, p. 105, and 
BrnoB'a Trayels, toL ii. p, 862. 
aia/Sn] See Dante II Pni^t i. 96. 

' Va' dunque, e fa', che tn oostni licinga 
D' nn giunoo sohietto, e che gli lavi '1 viao, 
SI ch' ogni EucJdume quindt eliiiga.' 
118 mental lightl Pulci, o. xsv. St. SOS. 

' Ora all' occhio mmtak i concedato 
Di rivetler oio che tu Lai vedato.' Boaie. 
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That Adam, now enforc'd to close bis eyes, 
Sunk down, and all his spirits became inlranc'd : 
But liira the gentle angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and hia attention thus recall'd. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and first behold 
Th' effects which thy original crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee, who never touch'd ™ 
Th' excepted tree, nor with ihe snake conspir'd, 
!Nor sinu'd thy sin; yet from that sin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves «» 
New reap'djthe other part sheep-walks and folds: 
r th' midst an altar as the land-mark stood, 
Rustic, of grassy sord ; thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as came to hand; a shepherd next 
More meek came with the firstlings of hia flock 
Choicest and best ; then sacrificing laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incense strew'd, 
On the cleil wood, and all due rites perform'd. <<» 
His off'ring soon propitious fire from heaven 
Consum'd with nimble glance, and grateful steam ; 
The other's not, for his was not sincere : 

4M em^ So in Shakesp. Winter's Tale. (ed. folio. 1623, 
p. 292.) 'Ran on Uis greene-sord.' Fflnton prints 'sod;' 
which all sHcceeding editions adopted, till Newton restored 
the original word; except that Benlley printed it (very af- 
fectedly, Bays Kawton) swerS. Todd. 

*^ ffreea} Brown. Beiill, IIS, 
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Whereat lie inly rag'd, and, as tKey talk'd, 
Smote liim into the midriff with a stone w 

That heat out life ; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his soul with gushing blood effas'd. 
Much at that sight was Adam in his heart 
Dismay'd, and thus ia haste to th' angel cry'd, 

teacher, some great mischief hath befall'n iso 
To that meek man, who well had saerific'd ; 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid? 

T" whom Michael thus, lie also mov'd, reply'd- 
These two are brethren, Adam, and lo come 
Out of thy loina ; th' unjust the just hath slain, tss 
For envy that his brother's ofiering found 
From heaven acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
"Will he aveng'd, and th' other's faith approv'd 
Lose no reward, though here thou see him die. 
Rolling in dust and gore. To which our sire. ™ 

Alas, both for the deed and for the cause ! 
But have I now seen Death ? is this the way 
1 must return to native dust ? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! «! 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou hast seen 
In his first shape on man; hut many shapes 

^6' ninny Aapes] Compare A. Eamsaii Poem. Sacr. vol. i. 

p. 01. ' quot millia mittent 

Eupis inacoessie prcerupCa ciicnmimL Letbo.' 
and the follotdng lin^a. 
167 jnonj] Seneca Fiiten. I, 161. 

' Ubique mors esf , 

Jlillo ad hauo aditus patent.' Neaiait. 

VOL. n. 16 
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Of Death, and many are the Tvays that lead 
To his grim ca¥e, all dismal ; yet to sense 
More terrible at th' entrance than wiliin, ^-|' 

Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall die, 
By fire, flood, famine, fay intemperance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shaU appear; that thou raay'st know 
What misery fh' inabstinence of Eve ■i™ 

ShaU bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd, sad, noisome, dark, 
A lazar-house it seem'd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseas'd, all maladies «« 

Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of hearl>sick agony, all feverous kinds. 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic pangs, 
Dfemoniac frenzy, moping melancholy, «i 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking riieums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans, despair 
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couch ; iw 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay 'd to strike, though oft invok'd 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold? Adam could not, but wept, 4m 

*a2yVu(rrHis] Hor. Od. I. iii. 30, ' Febrium cohors.' 
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Though not of woman born ; compassion quell'd 
His hest of man, and gave him up to f eara 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrain'd excess, 
And scarce reeovering words hia plaint renew'd. 

O miserable mankind, to what fall a» 

Degraded, to what wretched state reserv'd! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life giv'n 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather ivby 
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept a* 

Life ofTer'd, or soon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be so dismiss'd in peace. Can thus 
Th' image of God in man, created once 
So goodly and erect, though feulty since. 
To sueh unsightly sufferings be debas'd sm 

Under inhuman pains ? Why sbould not man, 
B«taining still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free, 
And for his Maker's image sake exempt? 

Their Maker's image, answer'd Michael, then 
Forsook them, when them selves they vilify'd «« 
To serve ungovem'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they serv'd, a brutish vic«, 
Inductive mainly to the sia of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment, sm 

Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own, 
Or if his likeness, by them selves defec'd, 
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While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness, worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves, 5» 

I yield it just, said Adam, and submit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may eome 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust? 

There is, said Michael, if tiou well observe sm 
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught 
In what thou eat'standdrink'stjseekingfrom thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonons delight, 
Tin many years over thy head return : 
So may'st thon live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease sx 

Gather'd, not harshly pluck'd, for death mature. 
This is old age ; but then thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will 

change 
To wither'd, weak, and gray: thy senses then «o 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego 
To what thon hast, and for the air of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume ms 
The balm of life. To whom our ancestor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 

687 maiare] v. Cic. de Senectutc. xix. ' Et quasi poma ex 
arboribus, citida si siiit, vi aYOlluntor ; si malara, et tutta, 
dscidimt.' JVeBiton. 
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Fairest and easiest of this cumbrous charge, 
Which I must keep till my appointed day eso 

Of rend'ring up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. Michael repiy'd. 

Nor loTe thy life, nor Late ; hut what thou liv'st 
Live well, how long or short permit to heaven : 
And now prepare thee for another sight. "^ 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle grazing : others, whence the sound 
Of instruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and who mov'd 
Their stops and chords was seen : his volant touch 
Instinct through all proportions low and high 
Fled and pursu'd transverse the resonant fugue. 
In other part stood one who, at the forge 
Labouring, two massy clods of iron and brass sss 
Had melted, whether found where casual lire 
Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 

SSI aUex/l] In the 6rst ed[tion ; 

' Which I mnet keep till my appoinied day 
Of rendering np. MkUacl to him replied,' Nmloa. 
S5» hiitel Martial, lib. x. 

' Snmmnm nee metnas diem, nee optes.' JVcMiton. 
65* perodtl Permitte Divis. Hor. Od. i. is. 9. Neietm. 
MS clods] From Lncretina, V. 1240. 
' Quod superest, ms, atque nnram, fermmque rcpertum eat, 
Et simul orgenti pondra, plumbique, potestas. 
Ignis nbl ingenteis sylvas ardore ctemfirat 
Montibua in magnis.' Jurtla. 
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Down fo the veins of earth, thence gliding hot 
To some cave's mouth, or whether wash'd by stream 
From underground; the liquid ore he di-ain'd bm 
Into fit moulds prepar'd ; from which he form'd 
Fir st his own tools ; then, what might else be wrought 
Fusil or grav'n in metal. After these. 
But on the hither side, a different sort 
From the high neighbouring liills, which was their 

Down to the plain descended: by their guise 
Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor those things last, which might preserve 
Freedom and peace to men : they on the plain 
Long had not walk'd, when from the tents behold 
A bevy of fair women, richly gay ssi 

In gems and wanton dress ; to the harp they sung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 
The men, tho' grave, ey'd them, and let their eyes 
Eove without rein, till, in the amorous net «« 

Fast caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chose : 
And now of love they treat, till the evening star. 
Love's harbinger, appear'd; then all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke sm 

682 Jtrjl ' A dancing bevy of fiiir lights.' Sir G- Sber- 
bume's Poema, p. 87, 

68a omoroiw] So Ariosto Orl. Fur. 1. 13. 

' Ch' air anama rete il tenea involto.' Bowk. 

WT Fasl] So in Milton's o>vn cd. In Tonson's enrlj ed. 
' First caught,' nMcli Tickcll and Fenlon followed. Todd. 
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Hymen, then first fo marriage riles invok'd ; 

With feast and music ail the tents resound. 

Such happy interview and fair event 

Of love and youtli not lost, songs, garlands, flowers, 

And charming symphonies attach'd the heart «e 

Of Adam, soon inclin'd fo admit delight, 

The bent of nature, which he thus express'd. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime angel bleas'd. 
Much better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past ; 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse, 
Here nature seems fulflll'd in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet. 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end sta 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents, tliou saw'st so pleasant, were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother; studious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rave, siu 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his spirit 
Taught Ihem, but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Tet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, sis 

Tet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise; 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance, 
To dress, and troul the tongue, and roll the eye. 
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To tliese that sober race of men, wliose lives 

Religious titled tiiem the sous of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 

Ignobly, to tho trains and to the smiles 

Of these fair atheists ; and now swim in joy, sw 

Erelong to swim at large ; and laugL, for which 

The world erelong a world of tears must weep. 

To whom thus Adam of short joy bereft. 
pity and sliame, Ihat they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread mo 

Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint 1 
But still I see the tenor of man's woo 
Holds on the same, from woman to begin. 

From man's effeminate slackness it begins, 
Said 111' angel, who should better hold his place 
By wisdom and superior gifts receiv'd. bm 

But now prepare thee for another scene- 
He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between. 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, »» 
Concourse in arms, fierce faces threat'ning war, 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprise; 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed, 
Single, or in array of battle raug'd 

8M lavgli] Milton's own pointing of this passage wns thna, 

(Erelong to sivim at large) and laugh; for which 
The world ereloDg a world of taars mnst weep.' 

Ifewlpa. 
«M bold emprise] Spens. F. Qn. ii. iii. 35. 
* Is far renown'd Ihrough many a bold emprise.' Todd. 
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Both horse and foot, nor idly miist'ring stood : «5 
One way a hand select from forage drives 
A herd of heeres, fair oxen and fair kinc, 
From a fat meadow ground ; or fleecy flock, 
Eivea and their bleating Iambs, over the plain, 
Their booty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly, 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray. wi 
With cruel tournament the squadrons joia ; 
Where cattle pastur'd late, now scatter'd Ilea 
With carcasses and arms th' ensanguin'd field, 
Deserted, Others to a city strong s^ 

Lay siege, encamp'd, by battery, scale, and mine. 
Assaulting; others from the wall defend 
With dart and javelin, stones and sulphurous fire ; 
On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the scepter'd heralds call «» 

To council in the city gates : anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd. 
Assemble, and harangues are heard ; but soon 
In factious opposition ; till at last 
Of middle age one rising, eminent sfs 

In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong, 
Of justice, of reli^on, truth and peace. 
And judgment from above ; him old and young 

*Si inntcj] So altered In the second edition. It was ' taoka 
abloodytVaj' intheErst. ifwrfon. 

8M fterairi] Neitton has pointed ont aoTBtal pnsaages in 
Homer's description of tlie sliield of Achilles, wliieli Milton 
had in his mind, Iliad sviii. S&O, £:c. 687, &c. 491, &c. 6a7, 
&C. E09, Sec. 603, &c. 
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Exploded, and had seiz'd with violent hands, 
Had not a cloud descending snatch'd him thence 
Unseen amid the throng : so violence cti 

Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law, 
Tlirough all the plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to Ms guide 
Lamenting tum'd full sad ; ! what are these. 
Death's ministers, not men, who thus deal death 
Inliumanlj to men, and multiply m 

Ten thonsaad-fold the sin of him who slew 
His brother ; for of whom such massacre 
Make they but of their brethren, men of men? 
But who was that just man, whom had notJieaven 
E«scu*d, had injiis righteousness been lost? 

To whom thus Michael, These are the product 
Of those ill mated marriages thou saw'st ; 
Where good with had were match'd, who of them- 
Abhor to join ; and by imprudence mis'd [selves 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. 
Such were these ^ants, men of high reno^vn; 
For in those days might only shall be admir'd. 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd: «» 

To overcome in battel, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoib with infinite 
Manslaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory, and for g^ory done 

610 DeaOt's] ' Death's progeny, not mine." Benll MS. 

801 done] This is considered a very difficult pnssriRe. B«nC- 
ley changed ^done' into 'won,^ and *of triumph,^ into *or 
triumph.' I undurstiind it thus ; ' To overcome in battle, and 



=db, Google 



BOOK xr. 251 

Of triumph to bo styl'd gre;it conquerors, fi» 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and sons of gods, 
Destroyers rightJier call'd and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achiev'd, renown on earth. 
And what most merits fame m silence hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou bcheld'st 
The only righteous in a world perverse, mi 

And therefore haled, therefore so beset 
With foes for daring single to be just. 
And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his saints ; him the most High 
Wrapt in a balmy cloud with winged steeds mt 
Did, as thou saw'st, receive, to walk with God 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 
Exempt from dealh: to show thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the rest what punishment : no 
Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold : 

He look'd, andsaw the face of things quite chang'd. 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar ; 
All now was turn'd to jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance, 'is 

Marrying or prostituting as befell, 
Bape or adultery, where passing fair 

bring liome spils, shall ho held fhe highest pitch of glory ; 
and for the glory obtained, it shall be highest pitch of triumph 
to he styled conqnerors, &c.; but the distinctiou between 
' glory ' and ' triumph ' does not seem suffiolently strong, and 
' ki do glory ' is a harsh expression. 

'n Which] The syntax is remarkable, * which ' governed 
not by the verb uest following, but by the last in the sentonoe. 

' Whkh, now direct Ihine eyes, and soon behold.' 2f&cloii, 
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Allur'd tliem; tlieiicc from cups to civil broils. 
At length a reverend sire among tlietn came, 
And of their doings great dislike declar'd, wo 

And testify'd against their ways; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, where so met, 
Triumphs, or festivals, and to them preach'd 
Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
In prison under judgments imminent: «s 

But all in vain : which when he saw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his tents far off: 
Then from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk, 
Measur'd by cubit, length, and breadth, and hightb, 
Smear'd round with pitch, and in the side a door 
Contriv'd, and of provisions laid in large 
For man and beast ; when lo, a wonder strange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small, 
Came sevens, and pairs, and entcr'd in, as taught 
Their order : last the sire and his three eons ra 
With their four wives; and God made fast the door. 
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and, with black 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove [wings 
From under heaven ; the hills to their supply '» 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist, 
Sent up amain : and now the thicken'd sky 
Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush'd the rain 

"» are] See Bmithwait's Honest Ghost, p. 128, 'A grave 
reverend sire.' 

128 IHany^s] Ecvels, 713, ISO, 788. Bentl. MS. 

"needling] Drammond in his Shadow of Judgment. 
' The cieliag of the crystal ronnd above,' Todd. 
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Impetuous, and continii'd till tlie earth 
Ko more was seen ; the floating vessel swum ris 
TJplifted ! and secure with beaked prow 
Eode tilting o'er the waves, all dwelliaga else 
Flood overwhelni'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
Sea without shore, and in their palaces, "o 

Where luxury late reign'd, sea-monsters whelp'd 
And Btahled ; of mankind, so numerous late, 
All left in one small bottom swum imhark'd. 
How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, 'as 

Depopulation ! Ihee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drown'd, 
And sunk thee as thy sons ; till gently rear'd 
By th' angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last, 
Though comfortless, aa when a father mourns 'm 
His children, all in view destroy'd at once ; 
And searce to fli' angel utter'dst thus thy plaint. 

visions ill foreseen I better had I 
Liv'd ignorant of future, so had home 
My part of evil only, eaeh day's lot to 

Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispens'd 

'•^^ stabled] Seo Lisle'a Du Barlae, p. 169, 'Nor stablest 
once thy team,' nnd Casimiri Sarb. Carm. Lib. iv. 0. ssvij. 
' Quiea, modo liberf, 
Festo cboreas agmino plausimuB, 
De!pbmes insnltant pUteie, 
Et vacnas spaciosa cete, 
Lndunt per miliis, ac Ihalamos pigraj 
PresBere phocoj.' 
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The burden of many ages, on me light 

At once, hy my foreknowledge gaioiog birth 

Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 

"With thought that ihey must be. Let no man seek 

Henceforth to be foretold what shall befall iri 

Him or his children ; evil he may be sure, 

"Which neither his foreknowiog can prevent. 

And he the future evil ehall no less 

In apprehension than in substance feel, irs 

Grievous to bear : but that care now is past, 

Man is not whom to warn ; those few escap'd 

Famine and anguish will at last consume 

Wand'ring that wat'ry desert. I had hope, 

"Wbeo violence was ceas'd, and war on earth, ibo 

All would have then gone well ; peace would have 

'With length of happy days the race of man ; 
But I was far deceiv'd ; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial guide, '85 
And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus Michael. Those whom last thou 
In triumph and liixurious wealth, are they [saw'st 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great esploits, but of true virtue void ; tm 
"Who having spill'd much blood, and done much 

TS Famine] So Ovid Het. i. Sll. 
' Maslmus para nnda ropilur, quibuB un<Ia pepercit 
Elos louga doiuant iaopi jejnnia victu.' Nticlim. 
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SuMuing nations, and achiev'd thereby 
Fame in the world, high tides, and rich prey, 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, and 

sloth, 
Surfeit, and lust, till wantonness and pride us 
Baise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace, 
The conquer'd also and enslav'd by war 
Shall with their freedom lost all Tirtue lose 
And fear of God, from whoiii their piety feign'd 
In sharp contest of battel found no aid soo 

Against invaders ; therefore cool'd in zeal 
Thenceforth shall practise how to Uyc secure, 
Worldly, or dissolute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy, for th' earth shall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be try'd : 
So all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd. 
Justice and temperance, truth and faith forgot ; 
One man except^ the only son of light 
In a dark age, against example good, 
Against allurement, custom, and a world em 

(Mended ; fearless of reproach and scorn, 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonish, and before them set 
The paths of righteousness, how much more safe 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come sis 
On their impenitence ; and shall return 
Of them derided, but of God observ'd 
The one just man alive ; by his command 

i'l ddscrv'd] Observations honouied. C. J. 



=db, Google 



256 TAKADISE LOST. 

Shall build a wondroua ark, as thou beheld'st, 
To save himself and household from amidst sw 
A world devote to universal wreclc. 
Ho sooner lie with them of man and heast 
Select for life shall in the ark he lodg'd, 
And shelter'd round, hut all the cataracts 
Of hearen set open on the earth shall pour sss 
Bain daj and night, all fountains of the deep 
Broke tip sliall heare the ocean to usurp 
Beyond all hounds, till inundation rise 
Above the highest hills : then shall (his mount 
Of paradise by might of waves he mov'd »" 

Out of his place, push'd by the homed flood, 
"With all his verdure spoil'd, and trees adrift, 
Down the great river to the op'ning gulf. 
And there take root, an island salt and bare, 
The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews' clang ; 



83! iM'iieil] See Browne's Britnn. I'asl- ii. p. ISO. 
'And now the homed jlood bore to oar isle.' 
Hor. Od. IT. li. 25. 

' Sic tanriformis volvitur AuSdus-' 
and Tn^. Geo. ir. E71. ^n. viji. TT. 

8» ioKjd] Virg. ^a. V. 128. 'Aprieia Etatio gratissima 
mergis.' Horo. Hymn. Apoll. 77. 

HovXiiroiei S hi ifioi ^dKii/iac ^ai re //eAoo'cu, 
Olda iroi^ovTOi iiaiSea. 
m cJoBj] Horn. n. iii. 8. Stat Theb. v. 15, sii. 515. 

' Gmea Aqnilone fugat^ 

Cam videre Phacon; tunc ajthera latins implent 
Tunc hilaii clansore sonant.' 
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To teacli thee that God attributes to pkcc 
Ko sanctity, if rone be thither brought 
By mea who tliere frequent, or therein dwclh 
And now what further shall ensue, behold. m 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood, 
Which now abated, for tlio clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay'd; 
And the clear sun on his wide wat'ry glass 
Gaz'd hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, ws 
Aa after thirst, which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the deep, who now had 

stopp'd 
His sluices, aa the heaven his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground 
Fast OQ the top of some high mountain flx'd. 
And now the tops of hills aa rocks appear ; »a 

s*> 1ail\ V. Donne's Poema, p. 816. xxxi. 'A great ship 
oveirset, or without aaile huUiiiij.' Queen Elizabeth's Tear, 
by C. Lerer, 1607, ito. F. 2. ' Snl!itig upon the livet wliera 
she In;.' Sandy's Fsahns, p. ISl. ' The ship hvSa, as the 
billows flow.' 

Ml (rijjpinj] Drayton applies this word to the flow oC 
rivers : Polyolb. Song ziii. ' The Avon (ripa along.' ly. 
' The Isis from her source comes trij^ng with delight; ' and 
3xyi. ' Darwin from her fount comes tripping down towards 
Trent.' To^. 

8« lofifoot] See Drakenborch's Note on Sil. Ilolicus, yL 
140. p. 2D8. Lucret. v. 274. 'Liquido pade,' with 'Wake- 
field's Note, and Jcr. Taylor's Sennon on Ludy Ciirbery, 
toL p. 169. 

M2 tape] Backs, vii. 206. Benil MS. 
TOL. n. 17 
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With clamour thence the rapid currents drive 
Towards the retreating sea their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, kb 

And after him, the surer messenger, 
A dove, sent forth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground whereon hia foot may light ; 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific sign : »» 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient sire descends with all his train ; 
Then with uplifled hands, and eyes devout. 
Grateful to heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow fss 

Conspicuous with three listed colours gay, 
Befok'ning peace from God, and cov'nant nevi-. 
"Whereat the heart of Adam erst so sad 
Greatly rejoic'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

thou, who future things canst represent sro 
As present, heav'nly instructor, I revive 
At this last sight, assur'd that man shall live 
With all the creatures, and their seed preserve- 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroj'd, than I rejoice sis 

For one man found so perfect and so just, 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But say, what mean those colour'd streaks in heav'n. 
Distended as the brow of God appeas'd ? bsi 

Or serve they as aflow'ry verge to bind 

650 broai] Fanton proposed to read ' Tlio bow of God.' 
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The fluid skirls of that same wat'iy cloud, 
Lest it ag^n dissolve and sliow'r the earth ? 

To whom th' archsmgel. Destrouslj thou aim'at j 
So willingly doth God remit Hs ire, ste 

Though late repenting him of man doprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth fiU'd with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way ; yet, those remov'd, 
Such grace shall one just man find in his sight, 
That he relents, not to hlot out mankind, bk 

And makes a covenant never to destroy 
Tlie earth again by flood, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds, nor rain to di-own the world 
"With man therein or heast ; but when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein set sm 

His triple-coloup'd bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind his cov'nant : day and night, 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 
Shall hold their course, till fire purge all things new. 
Both heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dwelL 

S83 lale] Fenton placed a 
removed it, and gave the 
editions. 
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BQOK XII. 



The angel Michael continues from the Hood to relate what 
Bhall succeed; then, in the mention of AbmhaniT cornea by 
degrees to esplain, who that eeod of the woman shall be, 
irhioh was promised Adum and Eve in the fall ; his incar- 
nation, death, reanrrectJon, and ascension ; the state of the 
cbnrch till his second coming. Adiiin, greatly satisfied, 
and recomforted by thOBe relations and promises, descends 
the hill witb Mchael; wakens Eve, who all this while hnd 
slept, but with gentle dreams composed to quietness of mind 
and snbmissian. Micliael jn eitlier hand leads them ont of 
paradise, the fiery sword waving behind them, and the Che- 
rtibiia taking l^ir stations to guard the place. 

As one who in his journey bates at noon, 
Though bent on speed, so here th' archangel paus'd 
Betwist the worid destroy'd and world restor'd, 
If Adam aught perhaps might interpose j 
Then with transition sweet new speech resumes, s 
Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
And man as from a second stock proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceive 
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Tb.y morlal sight to fail : objects divine 
Must needs impair and weary human sense : lo 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate, 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This second source of men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, » 

With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace. 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Com, wine, and oil ; and from the herd, or flock. 
Oft sacrificing buUock, lamb, or kid, so 

With lai^e wine-ofieriogs pour'd, aiid sacred feast, 
Shall spend their days in joy unblam'd, and dwell 
Long time in peaee by families and tribes 
Under paternal rule ; till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not conient ^ 
With fair equality, fraternal state, 
Will arrogate dominion undeserv'd 
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and law of nature from the earth ; 
Hunting, and men not beasts shall be his game, » 
With war and hostile snare such as refuse 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous. 
A mighty hunter thence he shall be styl'd 
Before the Lord, as in despite of heaven. 
Or from heav'n claiming second sov'reignty ; » 
And from rebellion shall derive his name. 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
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With him or under hiui to tyrannize, ss 

Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find 
The plain, wherein a hlack bitumiiious gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell: 
Of brick and of that stuff fhey cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to heaven, 
And get themselvea a name, lest far disperet u 
In foreign lands their memory be lost, 
Eegardless -whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, m 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct heaven-lowers, and in derision sets 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 
Quite out their native language, and uistead 
To sow a jangling noise of words unknown. sa 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud 
Among the builders, each to olher calls 
Kot understood, till hoarse, and aU in rage, 
As mock'd they storm ; great laughter was in heav'n, 
And looking down to see the hubbub strange so 

IS BiOBft] Type. j. iOE. £e«fl. MS. In this twelftU book, 
Eentlej- says, the adilor has seldom mixed hia pebbles among 
the author's diamonds. 
*s B«mft ofheU] Vicg. Georg. iv. 46T. 

' TiBnariaa etiam fauces, alta ostia Dids.' jVeictoB. 
M Obtlrucf] Approach the clouds. Eeoil. JUS. 
w hiMub] V. P. Queen, iii. x. 43. 

' And fluieking hibdubs them appfoadiing iiere.' 

Baich. 
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And liear the din : thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confusion nain'd. 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly displeas'd. 
O es.ecrable son ! so to aspire 
Above his brethren, to himself assuming es 

Authority usurp'd from God not given. 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not lord ; such title to himself n 

Eeserving, human left from humaa free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ; to God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither to sustain ra 

Himself and his rash army, where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And famish him. of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael. Justly thou abhon'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men ki 

Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue 
Eational liberty; yet know withal, 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : si 
Reason in man obscur'd, or not ohey'd, 

w Ealimali National. Besll 3fS. 
s' %] So in MilWin's own edition. In Fenton's, Bsiitley's, 
and others, it is ' Since by original lapse.' A'euVora. 
^ Tumn'd] Some editions read 'twLa'd.' Ifenilm. 
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And upstart passions catch tlie government 

From reason, and to servitude reduce 

Miui till then free. Therefore, since he permits » 

Within himself unworthy powers to reign 

Over free reason, God in judgment just 

Subjects him from without to violent lords 

"Who oft as undeservedly enthral 

His outward freedom. Tyranny must be, s 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 

Tet sometimes nations will decline so low 

From virtue, which is reason, that no wron^ 

But justice, and some fatal curse annex'd. 

Deprives them of their outward Hberty, lo 

Their inward lost : witness th' irreverent son 

Of him who built the ark, who for the shame 

Done to his father, heard this heavy curse, 

Servant of servants, on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, m 

Still tend from bad to worse, till God at last, 

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their polluted ways ; " 

And one peculiM- nation to select 

Fi-om all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 

A nation from one faithful man to spring : 

i"3 th!s] So in Milton's owned.; but in others, ' fii'i heat, 
cnrse.' The corruptiou first occurs in Tonson's ed. 171] 
and is followed by Tiekell, Fenton, and BcDtJey. 
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Him on tliis side Euphrates yet residing 

Bred up in idol-worsLip ; that men, u3 

Canst thou believe ? should be so stupid grown, 

"While yet the patriarch liv'd, who scap'd (he flood, 

As to forsake the living God, and 6,1] 

To worship their own work in wood and stone 

For gods ! yet him God the most high vouchsafes 

To call by vision from his father's house, is' 

His kindred, and felse gods, into a land 

"Which he will show him, and from him will raise 

A mighty nation, and upon him shower 

His benediction so, that in his seed '■'^ 

All nations shall be blesa'dj he straight obeys, 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 

I see him, but thou canst not, with what Mth 

He leaves his gods, his friends, and native soil 

Ur of ChsddEpa, passing now the ford i» 

To Haran, after him a cumbrous train 

Of herds, and flocks, and numei-ous servitude ; 

Not wand'ring poor, but trusting all his wealth 

"With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown, 

Canaan he now attains, I see his tents is 

Pitch'd about Sechem, and the neighbouring plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land ; 

From Hamath northward to the desert south. 

Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'd. 

From llermon east to the great western sea, hi 

Mount llermon, yonder sea, each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ; on the shore 
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Mount Carmel ; Iiere the dotible-founted stream 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons its 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall ia his seed be blessed ; by that seed 

Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 

The serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon i» 

Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch bless'd. 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 

A son, and of his son a grandchild, leaves. 

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown. 

The grandchild with twelve sons increas'd departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd us 

^gypt, divided by the river Kile ; 

See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea. To sojourn in that land 

He comes, invited by a younger son wo 

In time of dearth ; a son, whoso worthy deeds 

Eaise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks ws 

To stop tlieir overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them 

Inhospitably, and kills their infant males : [slaves 

Till by two brethren, those two brethren call 

Moses a^id Aaron, sent from God to claim ito 

His people from enthi'almcnt, they return 

W5 increas'd] A Latinisra, as Pkut. Tmcul. ii. m. 3i. 

' Cuiaque es oucta liberis.' Rkhaiilson. 
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"With glory and spoil back to their promia'd land. 
But first the lawless tyrant^ who denies 
To know tiicir God, or messfige to regard, 
Must he compell'd by signs and judgmenta dire ; 
To blood unshed the rivers must be tum'd ; I's 
Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion, and fiD all the land ; 
His cattle must of rot and murraJn die ; 
Botches and bl^na must all bis flesb imfaoaa, iso 
And all his people ; thunder mix'd with bail, 
H^ mix'd with fire, must rend tb' Egyptian sky, 
And wheel on tb' eartb, devouring where it rolls ; 
What it devours not, Herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down ik 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ; 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 
Last with one midnight stroke all the first-bom 
Of jEgypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
This river-dragon tam'd at length submits isi 

To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart ; but still as ice 



irifii] Spoil. BenilMS. 

18" imioss] Shakesp. K. Lcsr, act iv. sc. 11. 

' Thon art a boil, 

A pkgnc-BOre, on endMssed carbuncle.' Todd. 
138 Faljmile] ' dorknesa palpable.' Marston's Sat. ii. 
131 This Tiver-dragm] So in the first edition ; in the Eccoiid 
it is altered to ' Tlie river-dragon.' Fearce. 
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More hardeu'd after thaw, till, in his rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismiss'd, the sea im 

Swallows him with his host, but them lets pass 
As on dry land between two crystal walls, 
Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand 
Divided, till his reseu'd gfun their shore : 
Such wondrous power God to his saint will lend, 
Though present in his angel, who shall go 201 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire, 
By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire. 
To guide them in tiieir journey, and remove 
Beliind them, while th' obdurate ting pursues : =« 
All night he will pursue, but his approach 
Darkness defends betiT^een till morning watch ; 
Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 
God looking forth will trouble all his host, ™i 
And craze their chariot-wheels : when by command 
Moses once more his potent rod extends 
Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys ; 
On their imbattel'd ranks the waves return. 
And overwhelm their war. The race elect 
Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance sia 
Through the wild desert, not the readiest way. 
Lest ent'ring on the Canaanite alarm'd 
War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

161 erytlal VKiBt] In Sjlrester's Du Battas, p. 363, the Eed 
Sea is described with 'walls of crjslall.' IMi 

an definds] i. e. forbids, keeps offi so b. xi. B6. ' That 
defended fruit;' nnd Spens. F. Q. iv. 3. 32, 

' Himself to save and daunger to defeTid.' Todd. 
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Inglorious life with servitude ; for life s» 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrain'd in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness, there they sliall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose 

Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws oi'dain'd. 

God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, lightning, and'loud trumpets sound 

Ordain them laws ; part, such as appertain sai 

To civil justice; part, reli^ous rites 

Of sacrifice, informing them by types 

And shadows of tliat destin'd seed to bruise 

The serpent, by what means he shall achieve 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God sss 

To mortal ear is dreadful : they beseech 

That Moses might report to them his will. 

And terror cease; he grants what they besought, 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Without mediator, whose high office now s™ 

Moses in figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretell, 

And all the prophets in their age the times 

Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus laws and rites 

Eatahhsh'd, such delight hath God in men 2« 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 
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g tliem to set up liis tabernacle, 
The Holy One with mortal men to dwell. 
By his prescript a sanctuary is ixam'd 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold, therein «o 

Aa ark, and in the ark his testimony, 
The records of his covenant ; over these 
A mercy-seat of gold between the wings 
Of two bright cherubim ; before bit" bum 
Seven lamps, as in a zodiac representing «» 

The heavenly fires; over the tent a cloud 
Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night, 
Save when they journey, and at length they come 
Conducted by his angel to the land 
Promis'd to Abraham and his seed. The rest 200 
Were long to tell, how many battels fought, 
How many kings destroy'd, and kingdoms won ; 
Or how the sun shall in mid heaven stand still 
A day entire, and night's due course adjourn, 
Man's voice conmianding, ' Sun in Gibeon stand, 
And thou moon in the vale of Aialon, m» 

TOl Israel overcome ; ' so call the third 
From Abraham, son of Isaac, and from him 
His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win. 
Here Adam interpos'd. sent from heaven, 
Enhght'ner of my darkness, gracious things tn 
Thou hast reveal'd, those chiefly which concern 
Just Abraham aod his seed : now first I find 
Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much eas'd, 
Erewhilo pcrplex'd with thoughts what would be- 
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Of me and aU mankind ; but now I see sis 

His day, in wliom all nations shall be tiless'il, 

Favour unmerited by me, who sought 

Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 

This yet I apprehend not, why to those mo 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 

So many and so various laws are given ; 

So many laws argue SO many sins 

Among them ; how can God with such reside ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not hut that sin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; sm 

And therefore was law given them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up 
Sin against law to fight ; that when they see 
Law can discover sin, but not remove, seo 

Save by those shadowy expiations weak. 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious must be ptud for man, 
Just for unjust, that in such righteousi^ess 
To them by faith imputed they may find as 

Justification towards God, and peace 
Of conscience, which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appease, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not perfonning cannot hve. 
So law appears imperfect, and but given sia 

With purpose to resign them in full time 
Up to a better covenant, disciplin'd 
From shadowy types to truth, from flesh to spirit. 
From imposition of strict laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from servile fear a» 
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To filial, works of law to works of faith. 

And therefore shall not Moses, though of God 

Highly belov'd, being but the minister 

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call, sio 

His name and ofB.ce bearing, who shall quell 

The adversary serpent, and bring back 

Through the world's wilderness long wander'd man 

Safe to eternal paradise of rest. sn 

Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 

Long time shall dwell and prosper, but when sina 

National interrupt their public peace, 

Provoking God to raise them enemies, 

Fi-om whom as oft he saves them penitent, 

By judges first, then under kings ; of whom ko 

The second, both for piety renown'd 

And puissant deeds, a promise shall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever shall endure ; the like shall sing 

All prophecy, that of the royal stock sss 

Of David, so I name this king, shall rise 

A son, the woman's seed to thee foretold, 

Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall ti'ust 

All nations, and fo kings foretold, of kings 

The last, for of his reign shall be no end. s» 

But fii-st a long succession must ensue, 

And his nest son, for wealth and wisdom fam'd. 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

Wand'ring, shall in a glorious temple enshrine. 

Such follow him, as shall be register'd 3» 
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Part good, pai-t bad, of bad tlie longer scroll ; 
"Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap'd to the popular sum, will so incense 
God, as to leave them, and expose their land, 
Their city, his temple, and his Jioly ark, wo 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 
To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'st 
Left in confusion, Babylon llience call'd. 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
Thespaceof seventy years, then brings them back, 
Eememh'ring mercy and his covenant sworn 
To David stablish'd as the days of heaven. 
Eetum'd from Babylon by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God diapos'd, the house of God 
They first re-edify, and for a while s^o 

In mean estate live moderate, till grown 
In wealth and multitude, factious they grow; 
But first among the priests dissension springs. 
Men who attend the altar, and should most 
Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings ^ 
Upon the temple it self: at last they seize 
Tiie scepter, and regard not David's sons ; 
Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 
Anointed king Messiah might be bom 
Barr'd of his right ; yet at his birth a star sm 
Unseen before in heaven proclaims him come j 
And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 
His place, to offer incense, myn-h, and gold: 
His place of birth a solemn angel tells 
To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 3« 

VOL. II. 18 
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Tlioy gladly thither haste, and by a choir 

Of equadron'd angels hear his carol sung. 

A Virgin is his mother, hut his sire 

The power of the Most High; he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign sm 

"With earth's wide bounds, his glory with the heavens. 

He ceas'd, discerning Adam with such joy 
Surcharg'd, as Lad like grief been dew'd in tears, 
Without the vent of words, which these he breath'd. 

prophet of glad tidings, finisher sb 

Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have search'd in 
Why our great expectation should he caU'd [vain, 
The seed of woman ; Virgin Mother, hail. 
High in the love of heaven, yet from my loins sao 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Soa 
Of 'God most high ; so God with man unites. 
Needs must the serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain: say where and when 
Their fightjWhatstrokeshaUbruisethe victor's heel. 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel: not therefore joins the Son 
Maahood to Godhead, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy; nor so is overcome sao 

Satan, whose fall from heaven, a deadlier bruise. 
Disabled not to give thee thy death's wound; 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure, 

Si" 6oEfliif| Hnme and Newton cit« Virg. ^n. i. 287. 
' Imperinm Oceano, famam qui temiinet astria.' 
UplOQ roftrs to Psalm ii. 8. Isaiali is. T. Zectariah is. 9. 
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Not by destroying Salan, but his works 

In thee and in thy seed ; nor can this be, 3b 

But by fulfilling that which thou didst want. 

Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 

On penalty of death, and sufl^ering death, 

The penalty to thy transgression due, 

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 

So only can high justice rest appaid. loi 

The law of God exact he shall fulfil, 

Both by obedience and by love, though love 

Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 

He shall endure by coming in the flesh im 

To a reproachful life and cursed death. 

Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 

In his redemption, and that his obedience 

Imputed becomes theirs by fiuth, his merits 

To save them, not their own, though legal, works. 

For this he shall live hated, be blasphem'd, iii 

Seiz'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn'd 

A shameful and accurs'd, nail'd to the cross 

*>1 agpaiiTI J. e. 'satisfied! ' the language of Chancer and 
Spenser. See Urrj'B Gloss. Chaucer. ToiM. 

*w jnerils] Peatce, Newton, and the other critics, acknow- 
ledge the difficult; of this passage. Mr. Todd spealcs of an 
isigemOHi writer, who rends ' merit's,' with an elision. Bent- 
ley prefeiB ' Do sare them,' which is jnstly objwfed to by 
Pearee. I propoae to read 

' and that bjs obedience 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 
Bo save them, not their own, though. legal works.' 
This reading appears to me to render the passage clear, with- 
out any further alteration of the text than the substitution of 
S for T. 
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By his own nation, slain for bringing life ; 

But to the cross ho nails tliy enemies, in 

Tlie law that is against thee, and the sins 

Of all mankind, with him. there crucify'd, 

Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 

In this his satisfaction; so he dies, 

But soon revives, death over him no power «o 

Sliall long usurp ; ere the Uiird dawning light 

Return, the stars of mom sliall see him rise 

Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light, 

Tliy ransom paid, which man from death redeems. 

His death for man, as many as offer'd life «s 

Neglect not, and the heueflt emhrace 

By faith not void of works. This godlike act 

Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have 

In sin for ever lost from life; this act [dy'd, 

Shall hruise the head of Satan, crush his strength, 

Defeating sin and death, his two main arms, 

And fix far deeper in his head their stings, 

Than temporal death shall hruise the victor's heel, 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death, like sleep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. «» 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 

Longer on earth than certain times to appear 

To his disciples, mcQ who in his life 

Slill folbw'd him; to them shall leave in charge 

*^ 3% rojisom] The two first editioaa have 'Thy,' the 
later ones ' The.' Pearce. 

^*dealh, lliie skep\ Feiiton haa printBd ' dealh-like ; ' and 
Johnson has quoted this passage jn hia diotionarj- to illustrate 
' deatt-like j ' but Milton's editions do not autliorize snoh a 
reading. 
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To teach all nations ivliat of him they learn'd "p 
And. hia salvation ; them who shall believe 
Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 
Of washing tbem from guilt of sin to life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if so befell, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. «s 
All nations tiey shall teach ; for from that day 
Not only to the eons of Ahraham's loins 
Salvation shall be preach'd, but to the sons 
Of Ahraham's faith where-ever through the world : 
So in his seed all nations shall be bless'd, 4m 

Then to the heaven of heavens he shall ascend 
With victory, tiinmpiiing through the air 
Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise 
Tlie serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 
Through all his realm, and there confounded leave ; 
Then enter into glory, and resume 
His seat at God's right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in heaven ; and thence shall come. 
When this world's dissolution shall be ripe, »' 
With glory and power to judge both quick and dead, 
To judge th' unfaithful dead, but to reward 
His faithful, and receive them into bliss. 
Whether in heaven or earth; for then the earth 
Shall all be paradise, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days. im 

So spake th' archangel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period; and our sire 

w this morld^i} In the later editions we have ' Sie wovlds,' 
but the two first hava ' this.' Tearce. 

«ijudgi\ Damn. Benll. .MS. 
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Replete witii joy and wonder thai replj'd. 
O goodness infinite, goodness immense! 
Tliat all this good of eyil shall produce, m 

And evil tuni to good ; more wonderful 
Than that which by creation first brought forth 
Light out of darkness ! full of doubt 1 stand. 
Whether I should repent me now of sia 
By me done and oecasion'd, or rejoice [spring. 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall 
To God more glory, more good will to men 
From God, and over wralh grace shall abound. 
But say, if our deliverer up to heaven 
Must rcaseend, what will betide the few <m 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd. 
The enemies of truth ? who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt? 
Be sure they will, said th' angel ; but from heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will send, «s 

The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love upon their hearts shall write, 
To guide them in all truth, and also arm iso 

With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaulls, and quench his fiery darts, 
WTiat man can do against them, not afraid, 
Though to the death, against such cruelties 
With inward consolations recompens'd, as 

And oft supported so as shall amaze 
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Their proudest persecutors : for the Spirit 

Pour'd first on his apostles, whom he sends 

To evangelize the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd, shall them with wondrous gifts indue, mo 

To speat all tongues, and do all miracles, 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Gi-eat numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from heaven : at length 

Their ministry perform'd, and race well run, bm 

Their doctrine and theii- story written left. 

They die ; but in their room, as they forewarn^ 

"Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves, 

Who all the sacred mysteries of heaven 

To their own vile advantages shall turn sm 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint, 

Left only in those written records pure. 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. =» 

Then shall they seek to avail themselves of names. 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular power, though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves appropriating 

The Spirit of God, promis'd alike and ^ven 

To alt believers ; and from that pretence 6m 

Spiritual laws by carnal powers shall force 

On every conscience ; laws which none shall find 

Left them inroll'd, or what the Spirit within 

Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 

6H Spirit] I da not think tliat Wilton, In bJI his writings, 
ever gave a slrongar proof of liis enthusmstjca! spirit ttian in 
this line. iPmhaioa. 
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But force the Spirit of Grace itself, and l)ind sas 
His consort liberty ? what, but unbuild 
His living temples, built by faith to stand, 
Their own faith, not another's ? for on earth 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible ? yet many will presume ; sx 

"Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
On all who in the worship pej-severe 
Of spirit and truth : the rest, far greater part. 
Will deem in outward rites and specious forms 
Religion satisfied ; truth shall retire ^ 

Bestuck with slanderous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found : so shall the world go on. 
To good malignant, to bad men benign. 
Under her own weight groaning till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just, sm 

And Tengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him so lately promis'd to thy aid, 
The woman's seed, obscurely then foretold. 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Last in the clouds from heaven to be reveal'd eis 
In glory of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world, then raise 
From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refln'd. 
New heav'ns, new earth, ages of endless date 

'^ Will deem} In the second edition it was printed by 
mistake 'Well deem;' but this reading, absurd lis it is, haa 
bean followed in ^itlieedidons, till Fenton'3 and Bentley's, 
except Tiokell's. 

^^ Jiisolsel An espression borrowed from ScriptDre, 2 Pet. 
iii. II. ' Seeing then that nil these tilings shall be diisdeed.' 
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Founded in righteousness, and peaee, and lo¥e, 
To bring forth fi-uifs joy and eternal hhss. 

He ended ; and thus Adam last reply'd. 
How soon hath tliy prediction, Seer bless'd, 
Measur'd this transient world, the raee of time, 
Till time stand fix'd ? heyond is all abyss, sas 

Eternity, whose end no eye can reach : 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart. 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, ivhat tliis vessel can contain ; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. see 

Henceforth I learn tliat to obey is best. 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his presence, ever to observe 
His providence, and on him sole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good ses 

Still overcoming evil ; and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deem'd weak 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek ; that suffering for truth's saie 
Is fortitude to highest victory, sto 

And to the faithful death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Eedeemer ever bless'd. 

To whom thus also th' angel last reply'd. sn 
This having learn'd, thou hast attain'd the sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou knew'st by name, and all th' ethereal powers, 
All secrets of the deep, all nature's works. 
Or works of God in heaven, air, eartli, or sea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dst, sso 
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And all the rule, one empire ; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge answeiuble, add faitli, 

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 

By Dame to come call'd charity, the soul 

Of all the rest j then wilt thou not be loath sss 

To leave this paradise, but shalt possess 

A paradise within thee, happier far. 

Let us descend now therefore from this top 

Of speculation ; for the Lour precise «bs 

Exacts our parting hence ; and see the guards, 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion, at whose front a flaming sword. 

In signal of remove, waves fiercely round ; 

We may no longer stay : go, waken Eve ; 

Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 3» 

Portending good, and all her spirits compos'd 

To meek submission : thou at season fit 

let her with thee partake what tiou hast heard. 

Chiefly what may concern her feith to know. 

The great deliverance hy her seed to come, 6o» 

For by the woman's seed, on all mankind : 

That ye may live, which will be many days, 

Uotii in one faith unanimous, though sad 

With cause for evils past ; yet much more cheer'd 

With meditation on the happy end. bos 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; 
Descended, Adam to the bower, where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before, but found her wak'd; 
And thus with words not sad she him receiv'd. 
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Wliencc tbou return'st, and whither weiit'st, I 

For God is also in sleep, and dreams advise, 

Which lie liatli sent propitious, some great good 

Presaging, since wili. sorrow and heart's distress 

Wearied I fell asleep : but now lead on ; 

In me is no delays with tliee to go eii 

Is to stay here ; without thee here to stay 

Is to go hence nnwiUing; thou to me 

Art all things under heaven, all places thou, 

Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence. 

This further consolation yet secure sm 

I carry hence ; though all by me is lost, 

Such favour I unworthy am vouchsaf'd, 

By me the promis'd seed shall all restore. 

So spake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but answei-'d not ; for now too nigh 
Th' archangel stood, and from the other hill 
To their fix'd station all in hright array 
The cheruhim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as ev'ning mist 
Bis'n from a river o'er the marish glides, «3o 

And gathers round fast at the lahourer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd 
The hrandish'd sword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat, 



15 M mei Virg. Eclog. ii 

< la me mom m 

WfffirfeB] See Dante nP 

' Vflpori accBsi noi 

Di primii notte m 

N6 BOl callmdo Id 



m erit uUa.' Newton. 
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And vapour as tlie Libyan air adust, ejs 

Began to parcb that temperate elime : whereat 
In either hand th' hast'ning angel caught 
Our ling'ring parents, and to the eastern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the suhjected plmn ; then disappear'd. em 

They looking back all th' eastern side beheld 
Of paradise, so late their happy seat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms : 
Some natural teai's they dropp'd, but wip'd Ihem 
soon ; E<5 

The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide. 
They, hand in hand ivilh waud'nng steps and slow, 
Through Eden took their solitary way, 

** TOpow] Hor. Epod. iii. IE. 

' N«e tantua nnquam siderum inse Jit rojjiw 
Siticulosa! Apuliie.' Ekhanlaoii. 

MS air adusl] Tasso Giar. Lib. vii. B2. 

Qaal con le chiome aanguInoBe hoii'eDde 
Splandoc tomela suol per 1' aria adu^a,' Book. 
M3 Smn^ Sword. Gen. i. 24. Bifida, xi. 120. SeiUl. MS. 
MO mirM] Shnkesp. Kich. H. act. J. sc. 3. 

' all the world's my way,' Jokiisai. 

'A Email but artful paradise they waik'd, 
And hand in hand sad gentle things they talk'd.' 
See Cowley'a Davideis, p. 20. 
OM jctauPriru/] Weariert. Careful. Social. BenU. MS. 
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BOOK I. 

I, WHO ere-while the happy garden sung, 
By one man's disobedience lost, dow aing 
Recover'd paradise to all mankind. 
By one man's firm obedienc* fully try'd 
Through all temptation, and the tempter foil'd s 
In all his wiles, defeated, and repiils'd, 
And Eden rais'd in the waste wilcleriiess. 

Thon Spirit, who led'st this glorious Eremite 
Into the desert, his victorious field. 
Against the spiritual foe, and brought'st him thence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God, inspire, n 
As thou art wont, my prompted song, else mute. 
And bear tkro' highth or depth of nature's bounds 
With prosperous wing full summ'd to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in secret done, is 

And unrecorded left through many an age. 
Worthy t' have not remaia'd so long unsung, 

Now had the great Proelaimer, with a voice 

7 laate] Spens. Fairy Queen, i. i. 82. 

' Far hence, quoth he, m toatlefiil inUdemess.' Danskr. 
li wmm'dl Drayton's Polyolbiou. Song si. 
'Tha miise from Cambria comes, vlthprnms lamm'd and 
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More awful than the sound of trumpet, cry'd 
Eepentance, and heaven's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all baptiz'd : to his great baptism flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with them came 
From Nazareth the Son of Joseph deem'd, 
To the flood Jordan ; came, as then obscure, 
Unmark't, unknown ; but him the Baptist soon » 
Descj-j'd, divinely wam'd, and witness bore 
As to his worthier, and would have resign'd 
To him his heavenly office, nor was long 
His witness unconfirm'd : on him baptiz'd 
Heaven open'd, and in likeness of a, dove ao 

The Spirit descended, while the Father's voice 
From heaven pronoune'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the adversary, who, roving still 
About the world, at that assembly fam'd 
Would not be last, and, with the voice divine as 
Wigh thunder-struck, tli' exalted man, to whom 
Such high attest was giv'n, a while survey'd 
With wonder ; then, ivith envy fraught and rage, 
Flies to his place, nor rests, but in mid air 
To council summons all his mighty peers, * 

Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd, 
A gloomy consistory ; and them amidst 
With looks aghast and sad he thus hespake. 
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ancient Powers of air and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention air, « 
This our old conquest, than rememher hell. 

Our hated habitation ; well ye kaow 

How many ages, as the years of men, 

This universe we have possest, and rul'il 

In manner at our will th' affairs of earth, so 

Since Adam and his facil consort Eve 

Lost paradise deceiv'd by me, though since 

■With dread attending when that fatal wound 

Shall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 

Upon my head ; long the decrees of heaven b5 

Delay, for bngest time to him is short ; 

And now too soon for us the cii-cling hours 

This dreaded time have compast, wherein we 

Must bide tlie stroke of that long threaten'd wound, 

At least if so we can, and by the head «o 

Broken be not intended all our power 

To be infring'd, our freedom, and our being. 

In this fair empire won of earth and air : 

For this ill news I bring, the woman's seed, 

Destin'd to this, is late of woman born ; a 

His birth to our just fear gave no small cause, 

But his growtli now to youth's full flow'r, displaying 

All virtue, grace, and wisdom to achieve 

61 circUng] So P. L. vi. 3. vii. 342, ' Circling vears.' 
Dmsla: 

01 ymOk't fan Jloic'r] Horn. II, iv. 484, S/jli/s iv3a^. 
Lncret. i. 6B6, sev'i oontingere florem. iii. ffl, atatis taagere 
florem. Sil. ItaL svi. 406, primtevie flore jmenlK. 

TOL. U. 19 



=db, Google 



290 PARADISE KEGAISED. 

Things highest, greatest, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a great prophet to proclaim xi 

Hia conjing is sent Larbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the consecrated stream 
Pretends to wash off sin, and lit them so 
Furif/d to receive him pure, or rather 
To do him honour as their king : all come, ra 
And he himself among them was baptia'd, 
Not thence to be more pure, hut to receive 
The testimony of heaven, that who he is 
Thenceforth the nations may not douht. 1 saw 
The prophet do him reverence ; on him rising so 
Out of the water, heaven above the clouds 
Unfold her crystal doors, thence on his head 
A perfect dove descend, whate'er it meant, 
And out of heav'n the sovereign voice I heard, 
' TMs is my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd.' » 
His motlier then is mortal, hut his sire 
He who obtains the monarchy of heaven; 
And what will he not do to advance his Son? 
His first-begot we know, and sore have felt, 
Wlien his fierce thunder drove us to the deep ; bo 
Who this is we must leain, for man he seems 
In all his lineaments, though in his face 

S2 crj/stali 'Crystal' was a faTOtirlt« fspression amoiig 
onr elder poets for 'briglit.' It occurs nearly twenty Omea 
in Milton. It is often used, wten no iilluaion to ' crystal ' 
HB a substance is meant, as in Shakeep. Hen. VI. p. i. luit 1. 
EC. 1 : ' Brandish yonc cryslal Irenes in tlie sky.' Dek- 
ker's Salironmstix, Sig- K. 4, eS, 1602, ' Bow their i:r>/siai 
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The glimpses of liis father's glory shine. 

Ye see our danger on the utmost edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, s 

But must with something sudden he oppoa'd, 

Not force, but well-couch'd fraud, well-woven 

Ere in. the head of nations he appear [snares 

Their king, their leader, and supreme on earth. 

I, when no other durst, sole undertook lo 

The dismal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and the exploit perform'd 

Successfully; a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me ; and the way found prosp'rous onc< 

Induces hest to hope of like success. lo 

He ended, and his words impression left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Distracted and surpria'd with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings ; hut no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief, "i 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dictator, whose attempt 
At first against mankind so well had thriv'd 



M edge] Shakesp. AU's Well, &o. Act. iii. se. 3. 
' We'll strive to bear it for yonr wortliy sake 
To the ertraae edffe ofhaiard.' W 

" v!eU-wotim] Sil. Ital. iii, 233. 

'Dooilis/olfendietnecfcre tectos 
Arts dolos.' l>is 

I" loq/i] P. L. u. lOil. 

' Now with ease, 
Wajii m Ihe calmer wacf.' Dk 
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In Adam's overthrow, and led their march i:j 

From hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in hghf. 

Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea gods 

Of many a pleasant realm and provmce wide. 

So to the coast of Jordan he directs 

His easy steps, girded with snaky wiles, iso 

Where lie might likeliest find this new-deolar'd. 

This man of men, attested Son of God, 

Temptation and all gaile on him to try ; 

So to subvert whom lie suspected rais'd 

To end his reign on earth so long enjoy'd : '^ 

But contrary nnweeting he fulflU'd 

The purpos'd coiinsel pre-ordain'd and lixt 

Of the most High, who, in full frequence bright 

Of angels, thus to Gabriel smiling spake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou shalt behold, i3" 
Thou and all angels conversant on earth 
With man or men's affairs, how I begin 
To verity that solemn message late, 
On which I sent thee to the virgin pure 
In Galilee, that she should bear a son iss 

Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God ; 
Then told'st her doubting how these things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghost, and the Power of the Highest 
O'er-shadow her : this man bom, and now up-grown. 
To show him worthy of his birth divine 
And high prediction, henceforth 1 expose 

i*! told'st] The sense ' Thoa told'st her.' The language 
obscuie, &om being comprest aad latinised, ' dixisti.' 

Ihimter. 
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To Satan ; let him tempt and now assay 
His utmost subtlety, because he boasts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apostasy ; he might have leamt 
Less overweening, since he fail'd in Job, 
Whose constant perseverance overcame 
Whate'er his cruel malice could invent. 
He now shall know I can produce a man 
Of female seed, fat abler to resist 
All his solicitations, and at lengfh 
All his vast force, and drive him back to hell. 
Winning by conquest what the first man lost 
By fallacy snrpriz'd. But first I mean 
To esei'ciae liit" in the wilderness ; 
There he shall first lay down the rudiments 
Of his great warfare, ere I send him forth 
To conquer sin and death, the two grand foes. 
By humiliation and strong sufferance. 
Hb weakness shall o'ercome satanie strength, 
And all the world, and mass of sinful flesh ; 
That all the angels and tethereal powers, 
They now, and men hereafter, may discern, 
From what consummate sirtue I have chose 
This perfect man, by merit'CaJl'd my Son, 
To earn salvation for the sons of men. 

So spake th' eternal Father, and all heaven 
Admiring stood a space, then into hymns 
Burst forth, and in celestial measures mov'd, 

161 iroJinifntsO Virg. Mn. si. 166. 
' Bellique propiiigui 
Dara rHdimeNte.' Ihmstir. 
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Circling the throne and singing, while the hanci 
Sling with the voice, and this the argument. 

Victory and triumph to the Son of God, 
Ifoir ent'ring his great duel, not of arms. 
But to vanquish hy wiidom helhsh miles. its 

The Father knows thf. Son, theiefore secure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Against whate'er may tempt, whate er seduce, 
Allure, or terrify, or undtimme 
Be frustrate all ye stratagems ef hell, i™ 

And devilish machinations come to nought ! 

So they in heaven their odes and vigils tun'd; 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet some days 
Bodg'd in Bethahara where John baptiz'd, 
Musing and much revolving ia his breast, isi 

How best the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way first 
Publish his god-hke office now mature. 
One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading, 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converse no 
"With solitude, till far from track of men, 
Thought foUowing thought, and step by step led on. 
He enter'd now the bordering desert wild, 
And, with dark shades and rocks cnviron'd round, 
His holy meditations thus pursu'd. no 

"1 haadsimg] Tibull. EL iil. t. «. 

' Digili cum vooa lucntj.' Gdron. 
lit vrnigviih] Accent on the last syllable, so Shake?p. 
Heii. VI. Part I. act iii. so. S. 

'Jam vBnqnisli'd. These haughty words of hers,' &c. TvtM. 
I8t Teoolmngi Virg. Ma. x. 890. 

' Multa motens animo.' Dmster. 
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what a multitude of tliouglits at onoe 
Awaken'd in me swarm, while I consider 
WLat from within I feel my self, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
111 sorting with my present state compar'd ! am 
When I was yet a child, no childish play 
To me was pleasing, all my mind was set 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good ; my self I thought 
Boru to that end, bom to promote all truth, as 
All righteous things ; therefore, above my years, 
The law of God I read, and found it sweet, 
Made it my whole dehght, and in it grew 
To such perfection, Ihaf, ere yet my age 
Had measur'd twice six years, at our great feast 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propose 
What might improve my knowledge or their own, 
And was admir'd by all ; yet this not all 
To which my spirit aspir'd, victorious deeds iis 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 
To rescue Israel from the Koman yoke, 
Then to subdue and quell o'er all the earth 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic pow'r, 
TOl truth were freed, and equity reslor'd : ?* 

Yet held it more humane, more heav'nly, first 
By winning words to conquer willing hearls, 
And make persuasion do the work of fear ; 

232 miliriyl Tirs- Georg. iv. BGl. 

' VlotoPiue ivlentcs 
Per /wjKitos dat jura.' Jortiii. 
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At least to try, and teadi the erring soul, 
Not wilfully misdoing, but unaware «= 

Misled ; the stubborn only to subdue, 
These growing thoughts niy mother soon perceiving 
By w^ords at times cast forth, inly rejoic'd, 
And said to me apart. High are thy thoughts 
O son, hut nourish them, and let them soar ao 
To what highth sacred virtue and true worth 
Can raise them, though above example high ; 
By matchless deeds express thy matchless Sire, 
for know, thou art no son of mortal man, 
Though men esteem thee low of parentage, '^ 
Thy father is the eternal King who rules 
All heaven and earth, angels and sons of men ; 
A messenger from God foretold thy birth 
Conceiv'd in me a virgin; he foretold 
Thou shouldst be great, and sit on David's throne, 
And of thy "kmgdom there should be no end. mi 
At thy nativity a glorious quire 
Of angels in the fields of Bethlehem sung 
To shepherds watchmg at liieir folds by night, 
And told them the Messiah now was bom, la 
Where they might see him ; and to thee they eame. 
Directed to the manger where thou lay'st, 
For in the inn was left no better room. 

^w saMiel All the editione, eioept Tonson's, 1747, read 
'destroy;' but in the errata of the first edition, the reader U 
desired to read ' subdnc' JVeuiton. 

SSS espress} So P. L. viii. 440. 

' Ecprema^ well the Spuit within thee free' Iliinsier. 

s*i duraid] Tiokell and Fentoo, after Tonson, read ' shalL' 
Sewton restored the right reading. Todd. 
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A star, not seen before, in heaven appearing 
Guided the wise men thither from the east, wo 
To honour thee with incense, myrrh, and gold, 
By whose bright course led on they found the place, 
Affirming it thy star new grav'n in heaven. 
By which they knew the king of Israel born. 
Just Simeon and prophetick Anna, wam'd s» 
By vision, found thee in the temple, and spake, 
Before the altar and the vested Priest, 
Like things of thee to all that preseilt stood. 
This having heard, straight 1 again revolv'd 
The law and prophets, seaiohing what was writ 
Concerning the Messiah, to onr scribes wi 

Known partly, and soon found of whom they spake 
I am; thischiefly, that my way must lie 
Through many a hard assay, even to the death. 
Ere I the promis'd kingdom can attain, ssj 

Or work redemption for mankind, whose sins 
Full weight must be transferr'd upon my head. 
Tet, neither thus dishearten'd or dismay'd, 
The time prefixt I waited, when, behold ! 
The Baptist, of whose bii-fh I oft had heard, ^o 
Not knew by sight, now come, who was to come 
Before Messiah and his way prepare, 
I, f^ all others, to his baptism came, 
Which I believ'd was from above ; but he 

"^T i-es/ed] "\1rg. Jin. sii. 169. 'Fata^ae in teiic sacerdos.' 

m knew] Hence all the piolurcs of Raphael and t!ie great 
Itali^m pointers, represeutiiig the infant Jesus and J-iha, aie 
MstorioaUy fklse. 
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Straight knewme, and with loudest voice proclaiiii'd 
Me liim, for it was shown Lim so from Iieaven, s" 
Me him whose harbinger he was ; and first 
Eeftis'd on me his baptism to confer, 
As mucli his greater, and was hardly won ; 
But as I rose out of the laving stream, sbo 

Heaven open'd her eternal doors, fi-om whence 
The Spirit descended on me like a dove ; 
And last, the sum of aU, my Father's voice. 
Audibly heard from heaven, pronoanc'd me Lis, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone ms 

He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no more should live obscure, 
But openly begin, as best becomes 
The aulhority which I deriv'd from heaven. 
And now by some strong motion I am led irao 

Into this wilderness, to what intent 
1 learn not yet, perhaps, I need not know ; 
For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 
So spake our Morning Star, then in his rise. 
And looking round on every side beheld 2k 

A pathless desert, dusk with horrid shades ; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human steps untrod; 
And he still on was led, but with such thoughts 
Accompanied of things past and to come wo 

Lodg'd in his breast^ as well might recommend 
Such solitude before choicest society. 
Full forty days he pass'd, whether on hill 



=db, Google 



BOOK I. 299 

Sometimes, anon in sliady vale, each night 
Under the covert of some ancient oak in 

Or c«dar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd; 
Nor tasted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till those days ended, hunger'd then at last 
Among wild beasts : they at his sight grew miid, aio 
Nor sleeping >ii'm nor waking haria'd; his walk 
The fiery serpent fled and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weeds, a" 

FoLowing, as seem'd, the quest of some stray ewe. 
Or wither'd sticks to gather, which might serve 
Against a winter's day, when winds blow keen, 
To wann him wet retum'd fixim field at eve, 

*l" ieails] Giles Fletcher, in liis CliniC$ Vktime and Tri- 
un^, ed. 1632, p. 27, saj'a tliut wlien tlie benalE, ia Uie ivil- 
demess, 

' snw tlieir Lord's briglit cognizance 
Sliine in his faca, Eooii did they dlsadvance, 
And some unto him Itneel, and some alioiit him dunce.' 

813 glar'd] Jul. den, act i. iv. ' I met a XioB 

Who glar'd upon me, and iiKiil juj-Zj ij.' Duwskr. 
81* weeds] Spens. F. Q. i. i. 39. 

'An ajEd Tunn in iong black ice«Zj yclad.' Dimater, 
Compare Giles Fletcher's Chnsfs Viclorie and Tnumph, ed. 
1632,p. 30. 32: 

'At length OMHjedsjrefarre off iesnm 

Conie slowly footing 

Thus on Ihey wandred, hnt those holy Keeds 
A monstrous serpent, and no man did cover.' 
In Bale's Christ'i Temptation, 1538, Satan joins oar Saviour 
in the disguise of a hermit. A. Ifgce. 
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He saw approach, who first with curious eye su 
Perus'd him, then wilh words thus utter'd spake. 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who pass 
In troop or caravan ? for single none 
Durst ever, who retum'd, and dropt not here 
His carcass, pin'd with hunger and witli drought. 
I ask the rather, and the more admire, ist 

For that to me thou seem'st the man, whom late 
Our new haptizing prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan honour'd so, and call'd thee Son 
Of God; I saw and heard, for we sometimes, lao 
Who dwell this wild, constrain'd by want, come 
To town or village nigh, nighest is far, [forth 
Where aught we hear, and curious are to hear, 
What happens new ; fame also finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither 
Will bring me hence ! no other guide I seek, ssa 

By miracle lie may, reply'd the swain, 
What other way I see not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and stubs, to thirst inur'd 
More than the camel, and to drink go far, s« 

Men to much misery and hardship born. 
But if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out_QLthese hard stones be made theeJiiead^ 
So shalt thou save Ihy selTand us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched seldom taste. 

aaoperuj-d] P. L. viii. 267. 'Jfj-selC I then peniB'd;' 
and Hamlet (act ii. EC. 1.), ' He fiiUs to eucli perusal of my 
face.' Da»»ter, 

B8B slubs] Tbyer proposes ' shmbs,' ■very improperly. 
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He eudeU, and the Son of God reply'd. 
Think'st thon such force in bread ? is it not writtCD, 
For I discern thee other than thou seem'st, 
Man lives not by bread only, but eaeh word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed a« 
Our fathers here with manna? in the mount 
Moses was forty days, nor eat, nor drank j 
And forty days Elijah without food 
Wander'd this barren Waste, the same I now. 
Why dost thou then suggest to me distrust, ass 
Knoiving who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus aoswei'd th' arch fiend now undis- 
'Tis true, I am that spirit unfortunate, [guis'd. 
Who, leagu'd with millions more in rash revolt, 
Kept not my happy station, but was driven sm 
With them from bliss to the bottomless deep ; 
Yet to that hideous place not so confiu'd 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft, 
Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy 
Lai^e liberty, to round this globe of earth, sss 
Or range in th' air, nor from tlie heaven of heavens 
Hath he excluded my resort sometimes. 
I came among the sons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and illustrate his high worth ; m 
And when to all his angels he propos'd 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud, 
That he might fell in Eamoth, they demurring, 
I undertook that ofHce, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering prophels glibh'd with lies ^f 
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To Lis destrucfion, as I Lad in cLargc ; 

For -wLat Le bids I do. Though I have lost 

Much lustre of my native brightness, lost 

To be belov'd of God, I Lave not lost 

To love, at least contemplate and admire, sm 

Wiat I see excellent in good, or fair, 

Or virtuous j I should so have lost all sense. 

What can be then less in me than desire 

To see thee and approach thee, whom. I know 

Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 3si 

Thy wisdom, and beliold thy godlike deeds ? 

Men generally diiiik me much a foe 

To all mankind r ivLy sLouM I ? tLey to me 

Never did wrong or violence ; by tliem 

I lost not what I lost, rather by them w 

I gain'd what I have g^n'd, and with them dwell, 

Copartner in these regions of the world, 

If not disposer ; lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by presages, and signs, 

And answers, oracles, portents, and dreams, 3W 

Whereby tLey may direct their future life. 

Envy they say esdtes me thus to gain 

Companions of my misery and woe. 

At first it may be ; but long since with woe 

!Nearer acquainted, now I feci by proof, loo 

386 attem] Fair. Q. vi. 0. 26. 

' Hnug still upon his melting moutli aUmV 
and Hamlet, act i, bc. ii. ' With an aUeiit ear.' Thyer. Bumler. 

'»'> Nearer] 'Never' in Milton's ed. but the errata give 
' DCaier.' Sevi:ral eJitioni retain the error. Tv.ld. 
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That feUowship in pain divides not smart, 
Nor lightens anght each man's peculiar load. 
Small consolation then, were man a^oin'd : 
This wounds me most, wliat can it less ? that man, 
Man fall'n shall be restor'd, I never more, jm 

To whom our Saviour sternly thus repl/d. 
Deservedly ihou griev'st, compos'd of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end, 
Who boast release from hell, and leave to come 
Into the lieaven of heavens. Thou cora'st indeed, 
As a poor miserable captive thraU 
Comes to the plac« where he before had sat 
Among the prime in splendour, now depos'd. 
Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpitied, shunn'd, 
A spectacle of ruin or of scorn iis 

To all the host of heaven. The liappy place 
Imparts to thee no happiness, no joy, 
Rather inflames thy torment, representing 
Lost bliss to thee no more communicable, 
So never more in hell than when in heaven, no 
But tbou art serviceable to heaven's King. 
Wilt thou impute t' obedience what thy fear 

*" /eifoiisJyiJ Sea Shakespeare's Eape of Liicrece. Al- 
dine Poels, vol. xx. p. 126. 

'It easetli some, Uionghnone it ever cur'd, 
To think, their dolour others linva endur'd.' 
"1 ft™fl] Sea Heywood'a Hlerarcliie, p. 564. 

' Tlie power of woman to make otliers !S™K.' 
and H. Mora's Poems, p. 251. 
' Tot wote I not wliat may these wretahed tjiralls relieve.' 
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Extorts, or pleasure to do ill excites ? 

What but thy malice mov'd thee to rQisdeem 

Of righteous Job, then cruelly to afflict him «s 

"With all inflictions ? but his patience won. 

The other service was thy chosen task, 

To be a liar in four LundreJ mouths ; 

For lying ia thy sustenance, thy food. 

Tet thou pretend'st to truth ; all oracles «o 

By thee are giv'n, and what confeat more true 

Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft, 

By mixing somewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy answers ? what but dark, 

Ambiguous, and with double sense deluding, i^ 

Which they who ask'd have seldom undersiood. 

And not well understood as good not known ? 

Who epev by consulting at tliy shrine 

Eetum'd the wiser, or the more inalruct 

To fly or follow what eoncem'd him most, tm 

And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 

For Gtod hath justly given the nations up 

To thy delusions ; justly, since they feU 

Idolatrous. But when his purpose is 

Among tliem to declare his providence <« 

To thee not known, whence hast thou then thy 

truth, 
But from him or his angels president 
In ev'ry province ? who, themselves disdaining 
T" approach thy temples, give thee in command 
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What to tlie smallest tittle thou slialt say ts" 

To tliy adorers; Ihou with tremhling fear, 

Or like a fawning parasite, obey'st ; 

Then to thy self asciib'st the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory shall be soon retrencti'd ; 

No more ahalt lliou by oracling abuse «5 

The Gentiles ; henceforth oracles are ceas'd, 

And thou no more with pomp and saerifice 

Shalt be iuqulr'd at Delphos or elsewhere, 

At least in vain, for they shall find thee mute. 

God hath now sent his living oracle <«" 

Into the world to teach his final will, 

And sends his Spirit of Truth henceforth to dwell 

In pious hearts, an inward oracle 

To all truth requisite for men to know. 

So spake our Saviour ; but the subtle fiend, <« 
Though inly stung with anger and disdain, 
Dissembled, and this answer smooth retum'd. 

Sharply thou hast insisted on rebuke, 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will. 
But misery, hath wrested from me ; whore i™ 

Easily canst thou find one miserable, 
And not enforc'd ofttimes to part from truth ; 
If it may stand him more in stead to lie, 
Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? 
But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; *ra 
From Ihee I can, and must, submiss endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to escape so quit. 

<« ceas'd] Juv. Sat. vi. 55i, 

'Delpliisoraoula cessniit,' Damler. 
VOL. n. 20 
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Hard are t!ie ways of truth, and rough, to walk, 
Smooth on the tongue discours'd, pleasiog to th' ear, 
And tuneable as sylvan pipe oraong; 48o 

"What wonder then if I delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth ? most men admire 
Virtue, who follow not her lore : permit me 
To hear thee when I come, since no man comes, 
And talk at least, though I despair to attain. ia> 
Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure, 
Suffei-s the hypocrite or atheoua priest 
To tread his sacred courts, and minister 
About his altar, handling holy things, 
Praying or vowing, and vouchsaf 'd his voice «o 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 
Inspir'd ; disdain not such access to me. 

To wliom our Saviour with unalter'd brow, 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy scope, 
I bid not or forbid : do as thou find'st tis 

Permission from above; thou canst not more. 

He added not; and Satan, bowing low 
His gray dissimulation, disappear'd 



1 cliyo.' Dilnsler. 
<" aSKoas) Cicero, speaking of Diai^nts, ' Atlieos qui 
diotusest.' DeSni D. i. 23. 'Atheid' Is not nnoommon 
in old Englisli. Danger. Todd. 

*S6 gray diiimalatum] See Fortl's BrolteQ Heartj ed. 
Wober, p. 30*. 

'Lhy liytiiy ivliining grn y Sis5imu]atJon.' 
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Into thin air difFus'd; for now began 
Nigbt with her sullen wings fo double-shade sm 
The desart ; fowls in their clay nests were couch'd ; 
And now wild beasts came forth the woods to roam. 

•M ffiinl Tirg. Ma. iv. 278. 

Shakesp. Temp, act iv. sc. 2. 

' Are melted into air, intn &ia air.' DimsUr, 
W NigM] Nonnus ends the sxvlh book of his Dionjsiaoa 

Ko! UKUpi/'ii k/iiXiuvsv 5^ x^ora ciyojlnj m^ ■ 

'EoTTfpig ^mi dopTTOV 6p£taSc kajriTEiytn' ij'vp. 
s» doubkska^e] Ov, Met xi. 6*8. 

' Duplicataqne noctis imago est." Ditaskr. 
an/oai&J Beanmont'sPsycbe, c, xiii.st. 355, ed. 16*8. 
' Each gentle fair-conditlon'd bird tmd beast 
Hied tliem unto tlieic nests and dens .... 
Only some ominons lavens, and acreech owles prest 
With beasts of prey and night, thio' tte blaolt nJr.' 
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BOOK 11. 

MBAKWHitE Ihe new-bapfiz'd, who yet remain'd 
At Jordan with the Baptist, and had seen 
Him whom they heard so late expressly call'd 
Jesus, Messiah, Son of God declar'd. 
And on that high authority had believ'd, > 

And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known, 
"With others though in holy writ not nam'd 
Now missing him their joy so lately found, 
So lately found, and so abruptly gone, u 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
And, as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt : 
Sometimes they thought he might be only shown. 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Moses was in the Mount, and missing long ; is 
And the great Thisbite, who on fiery wheels 
Eode up to heaven, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as those young prophels then with care 

8 meoM] Saa fliia axpression in Hariiiglon's Aiiosto, xxxi. 
46. 'I nuan Benaldo's Honse of Montalbune; ' mid sL &!i. 
' I TBeon the cruel Pagan Rodomont.' MKlon. 

IS siuiiTi] Virg. JEn. vi. 870. 

' Oatcnddnt tcnli bunc tuntnm fi.tii.' 



=db, Google 



Sought lost Elijah, so in each place these 
Nigh lo Bethabara ; in Jericho ■■ 

The city of palms, jEnon, and Salem old, 
Machaerus, and each town or city wall'd 
On this side the broad lake Geoezaret, 
Or in Periea ; but retura'd in vain. 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, ■■ 

"Where winds with reeds and osiers whisp'ringplaj 
Plain fishermen, no greater men them call, 
Close in a cottage low together got. 
Their unexpected loss and plainta out breath'd. 
Alas, from what high hope to what relapse : 
TJnIook'd for are we fallen ! our eyes beheld 
Messiah certdnly now come, so long 
Espected of our fathers; we have heard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace aud truth : 
Wow, now, for sure, deliverance is at hand, ; 

The kingdom shall to Israel be restor'd : 
Thus we rejoic'd, but soon our joy is turu'd 
Into perplexity and new amaze ; 



23 In-oadl ' Bi-oad' is not opposafl to long, but means 
' lai'ge ; ' iu tills sense it ia often used bj the old English 
poets, and thus their modenf hnitator, ' He Xnew her of 
broad landa the heir.' Hiumion, o. ii. eC. xsvii. The lalio 
of Genezaret is eighteen miles long, and only five brood. 

2S Jordan] Giles Fleioher's Claiit't Vidone and Tiiamph 
ed. 1832,p.4fl! 

' Or whistling reeds, tliat ratty Jordan laves.' A~ Bgce. 

■^'^ nogrealer] Spenser in the be^nningof Sheph. CaJ. 
' A shepherd's hoy, no belief do hint calL' NeMon. 

s» aJidi] So ikst edition, in most others, that.' Newtm. 
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For whither is he gone; what accident 

Hath wrapt bim from us ? will he now retire *« 

After appearance, and again prolong 

Our expectation ? God of Israel, 

Send thy Messiah forth, the time is come ; 

Behold the kings of the earth, how they oppress 

Thy chosen, to what highth their power unjust « 

They have exalted, tuid behind them cast 

All fear of thee. Arise and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 

But let U9 wait ; thus far he hath perform'd, 

Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him, so 

By his great prophet, pointed at and shown 

In public, and with him we have convers'd j 

Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

Lay on his providence 5 he will not fail. 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, ss 

Moct us with his blest sight, then snatch him 

hence ; 
Soon we shall see our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope resume 
To find whom at the first they found unsought r 
But to his mother Mary, *hen she saw eo 

Others retum'd from baptism, not her Son, 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none, 
Wilhin her breast though calm, her breast though 

Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus 
clad. 
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O what avails me now ihat Lonour high en 

To bave conceiv'd of God, or that salule, 
' Hail, highly favour'd, among women blest I ' 
"While I to sorrows am no less advanc'd, 
And fears as eminent, above the lot id 

Of other women, by the birth I bore, 
In such a season bom, when scarce a slied 
Could be obtain'd to shelter him or me 
From the bleak air ! a stable was our warmth, 
A manger his : yet soon enforc'd to fly ra 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd'roos king 
"Were dead, who sought his life, and missing flll'd 
With infant blood the streets of Bethlehem ; 
From Egypt home retum'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years ; his life so 
PriTate, nnactive, calm, contemplative, 
Little suspicious to any king; but now 
Full grown to man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 
By John the Baptist, and in public shown, 
Son own'd from heaven by his Fatlier's voice ; » 
I look'd for some great change ; to honour f no. 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, 
That to the fall and rising he should be 
Of many in Israel, and to a sign 
Spoken against, that through my very soul so 
A sword shall pierce. This is my favour'd lot, 
My exaltation to afflictions high ; 
Afflicted I may be, it seems, and blest ; 
I will not argue that, nor will repine. 
But where delays he now ? some great intent as 
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Conceals him. Wiien twelve years he scarce had 
I lost him, but so found, as well I saw [seen, 

He could not lose himself; but went about 
His father's business. What he meant I mus'd, 
Since understajid. Much more his absence now 
Thus long to some great purpose he obscures, "i 
But I to wait with patience am inur'd; 
My heart hath been a store-house long of things 
And sayings laid up, portending strange events. 

Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft to mind loa 
Eecalling what remarkably had pass'd 
Since first her salutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling : 
The wliile her Son, tracing the desert wild. 
Sole but with holiest meditations fed, "o 

Into himself descended, and at once 
AU bis gi'eat work to come before him set; 
How to begin, how to accomplish best 
His end of being on earth, and mission high : 
For Satan, with sly preface to return, ns 

Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air. 
Where all his potentates in counsel sat; 
There, without si^ of boast, or sign of joy, 
Solicitous and blank he thus began. i* 

Princes, heaven's ancient sons, ethereal thrones, 
Demonian spirits now from the element 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier caU'd 
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Powers of fire, air, water, and eartli beneatli, 

So may we hold our place, and these mild seats 

Without new trouble ; such an enemy im 

Is risen to invade us, who no less 

Threatens, than our expulsion down f o hell ; 

I, as I undertook, and with the vote 

Consenting in full frequence was impowcr'd, >si 

Have found him, view'd him, tasted him, but find 

Far other labour to be undergone 

Tlian when I dealt with Adam first of men, 

Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 

However to this man inferior fiir, isj 

If he be man by mother's side at least, 

"With more than human gifts from heaven adom'd. 

Perfections absolute, graces divine. 

And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds. 

Therefore I am retum'd, lest confidence iw 

Of my success with Eve in paradise 

Deceive ye to persuasion oversure 

Of like succeeding here : I summon all 

Kather to be m readiness, with hand 

Or counsel to assist, lest I, who erst us 

Thought none my equal, now be overmatch'd. 

So spake the old Serpent doubting, and fi-om all 
"With clamour was assur'd their utmost aid 

Vi3niajKo(»]Miiayoke. Sonnet sis. Mitd Iimtm. Soq- 



taslid S™] Psalm s 
' Oh taste nnd se 
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At his command ; when from amidst them rose 
Behal, the dissolutest spirit that fell, i 

The sensualest, and after Asmodai 
The fleshliest Incubus, and thus advis'd. 

Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among daughters of men the fairest found ; 
Many are in each region passing fair i 

As the noon sky ; more like to goddesses 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and discreet, 
Expert in amorous arts, enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, vir^n majesty with mild 
And sweet ailay'd, yet terrible lo approach, n 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amoroUs nets. 
Such object hath the power to soften and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the ruggcd'st brow, 
Enervc, and with voluptuous hope dissolve, n 
Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At will the manliest, resolutest breast, 

IK ■more Jit<J Heaiod Op. et Di. 63. 

uSavinau: Je Siai^ li; iStto itaasiv 

182 tangled] MUtoni Eleg. i. 60. 

'Anrea quLe foUax relia leadit aiaor.' 
and F. L. ^i. 5S5. , Daatler. 
IM CT&Moasi Hor. Oi iv. L 30. 

' Spes animi credula mutui.' jVeioton, 

3M magntlic] Mlds. N. Dream, act il BC. 2. 

' You dram mn, you Lard-hearteil adamant. 
But jet you draw not iron.' Todd. 
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As the magnetic hardest iron draws. 
"Women, when nothing else, beguil'd tlie heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him huild, i" 

And made him bow to the gods of his wives. 

To whom quick answer Satan thus retum'd. 
Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh'st 
All others by thy self; because of old 11 

Thou thy self doat'dst on woman-kind, admiring 
Their sliape, their colour, and attractive grace, 
None are, thou think'st, but taken with such toys. 
Before the flood thou with thy lusty crew, 
False titled sons of Grod, roaming the earth, 
Cast wanton eyes on the daughleiB of men, 190 
And coupled with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not seen, or by relation heard, 
In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'sf, 
In wood or grove by mossy fountain side. 
In valley or green meadow, fo way-lay las 

Some beauty rare, Calisto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 
Or Amjmone, Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay'st thy scapes on names ador'd, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, iw 

Satyr, or fawn, or sylvan ? but these haunts 
Delight not all ; among the sons of men, 
How many have with a smile made small account 
Of beauty and' her lures, easily scorn'd 
All her assaults, on worthier things intent ? ik 

JS^ wm.li/] Virg. Ed. vii. 45. ' lluscosi fontes.' Dansler, 
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Remember that Pellean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the east 

He slightly view'd, and slightly overpass'd ; 

How he sumam'd of Africa dismiss'd 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. %» 

For Solomon, he liv'd at ease, and full 

Of honour, wealth, high fare, lum'd not beyond 

Higher design than to enjoy his state ; 

Thence to the hait of women lay espos'd : 

But he whom we attempt is wiser far we 

Tliaa Solomon, of more exalted mind. 

Made and set whoUy. on the accomplishment 

Of greatest things ; what woman will you find. 

Though of this age the wonder and the fame. 

On whom hia leisure will vouchsafe an eye «' 

Of fond desire ? or should she confideut, 

As sitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 

Descend with all her winning charms begirt 

To enamour, as the zone of Venus once 

Wrought ths^ effect on Jo¥e, so fables tell; ais 

How would one look irom his majestick brow. 

Seated as on the top of virtue's Mil, 

ws Pelleaa] Henry More's Poems, p. 251. 

' Where's Nimrod now, and drendfnl Hnnnlbal ? 
■Where's tlmt ambitious pert Pelleaa ladf 
^^ bait] Spens. F. Q. y. viii. 1. 

' Beauty's lovely bait.' Danstei: 

ii&miijtaiklibrw)} Jiaton's PrOBE Works (of Eeformation; 
by Symmons, vol. i. p. 54. 'And buy and sell the awful, and 
majestick wrinkles of her brow,' 
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Discount'imnce licr despia'd, and put to rout 

AH her array ; her female pride deject, 

Or turn to reverent awe! for beauty stands w" 

In tlie admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive. Cease to admire, and all her plumes 

Fall flat and shrink into a trivial toy, 

At every sudden slighting quite abaali'd; 

Therefore with manlier objects we must try 20 

His constancy, with such as have more sliow 

Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praise ; 

Eocks whereon greatest men have oftest wreck'd ; 

Or that which only seems to satisfy 

Lawful desires of nature, not beyond ; sai 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wilderness : 

The rest commit to me, I shall let pass 

No advantage, and his strength as oft assay. 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim : 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band ssa 
Of spirits, likest to him-self in guile, 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons each to know his part ; wo 

Then to the desert takes with these his flight ; 
Where still from shade to shade the Son of God 



« Bfteat} Jfilion'B own edition, ' oftest,' the others ' often. 

NeicMs, 
!2 MJide] In most editions falsely priiited ' wild,' 
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After forty days fasting had remain'd, 

Now bung'ring first, and to himself thus said. 

Where will this end? four times ten days Tve 
pass'd sis 

Wand'ring this woody maze, and human food 
Nor fasted, nor had appetite : that fast 
To Tirtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I suffer here. If nature need not, 
Or God support nature without repast sso 

Though needing, what praise is it to endure ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks ; yet Giod 
Can satisfy that need some other way, 
Though hunger still remain : so it remain ^^ 

Without this hody's wasting, I content me, 
And from the sting of famine fear no harm. 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts, that feed 
Me hung'ring more to do my father's will. 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son a«o 
Commun'd in silent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hospitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there he slept, 
And dream'i], as appetite is wont to dream, 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreshment 

sweet : an 

Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith stood, 

282 feapidiWe] Hor. Od. ii. 3. 9. 
' Umbram hi>apila!ei, 
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And saw the ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing even and mora, 
Though ravenous, taught to abstain from what they 

brought : 
He saw the prophet also how he fled ^o 

Into the desert, and how there ho slept 
Under a juniper: then how, awak'd, 
He found his supper on the coals prepar'd, 
And hy the angel was bid rise and eat, 
And eat the second time after repose, sjs 

The strength whereof suffic'd him forty days ; 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
Or as a guest with Daniel at his pulse. 
Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 
Left his ground-nest, high fow'ring to descry !» 
The morn's approach, and greet her with his song. 
As hghtly from his grassy couch up rose 
Our Saviour, and found a]l was but a dream ; 
FasUng he went to sleep, and fasting wak'd. 
Up to a hil! anon his steps he rear'd, =»5 

From whose high top to ken the prospect I'ound, 
If cottage were in view, sheep-cote, or herd; 
But cottage, herd, or sheep-cote none he saw, 
Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove. 



igidis, corneo proceroque roslra.' 
Sumlei: 
191 eoaojc] Ap. Ehod. iv. 1247. 

ijjdi Tiv' ip6/iiv 

Oi iruToi', ovK inuvsiiSe naravyicaavTO fior^pa 
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"With chaunt of tuneful birds resounding loud ; 530 
Tliither he bent hia way, determin'd there 
To rest at noon, and enter'd soon the shade 
High roof 'd, and walks beneath, and alleys broivn, 
That open'd in the midst a woody sceoe ; 
Nature's own work it seem'd, nature taught art, 
And to a superstitious eye the haunt sw 

Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs ; he view'd it 

When suddenly a man before liim stood, 

Not rustic as before, but seemlier clad. 

As one in city, or court, or palace bred, a* 

And with fair speech these words to him address'd. 

With granted leave officious I return, 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long should bide 
Of all things destitu!«, and well I know, sfs 

Not without hunger. Others of some note, 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness ; 
The fugitive bond-woman with her eon 
Out-east Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing angel ; all the race "« 

Of Israel here had famish'd, had not God 
Rain'd from heaven manna ; and that prophet bold 
Native of Thebez wand'ring here was fed 



288 h<wnll Lucr«t. iv. 684. 






' Hreo looa capripado? Satyi 
Finilumei fingunt'- ■ 


■0., Nj-r 


npliisque tenere 


W9 here] In Milton's own ei 
perhaps an unnoticed error of tl 


ie press 


1; is 'found Ite relief,' 
To<M. 
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Twice by a voice inciting him to eat. 

Of thee these forty days none hath regard, bis 

Forty and more deserted here indeed. [hence ? 

To whom thus Jesus. What conclud'st thou 
They all had Deed; I, as thou seest, have none. 

How hast thou hunger then ? Satan replied. 
Tell me, if food were now before thee set, ^ 

"Would'st thou not eat? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, answer'd Jesus. "Why should that 
Cause thy refusal ? said the subtle fiend. 
Hast thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures by just right to thee w 

Duty and service, nor to stay till bid, 
But tender all their power? nor mention I 
Heats by the law unclean, or offer'd first 
To idols, those young Daniel could refuse ; 
Kor proffer'd by an enemy, though who a* 

Would scruple that, with want opprest ? behold 
Nature asham'd, or, better to express, [^ey'd 

Troubled that thou should'st hunger, hath pur- 
From all the elements her choicest store 
To ti'eat thee as beseems, and as her Lord bss 
With honour, only deign to sit and eat. 

He spake no dream, for, as his words had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample space under the broadest shade 

SM nor] So in Milton's own edition; in most others, ' iM.' 
I'M efenwBte] Juv. Sat. xi. 14. 

'Intecaagnstws elementa per omnia qaa^niai.' DiaisUr. 
VOL. II. 21 
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A table richly spread, in regal mode, 3« 

With dishes pil'd, and meats of noblest sort 
And savour, beasts of chase, or fowl of game. 
In pastry built, or from the spil, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber steam'd; all fish from sea or'shore, 
Freshet or purhng brook, of shell or fin, sis 

And exquisilest name, for which was drain'd 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coast. 
Alas how simple, to these cates eompar'd, 
Was that crude apjile that diverted Eye ! 
And at a stately side-board by the wme aso 

That fragrant smell diffus'd, in order stood 

5i» A (flifel ' Tlien dreamt ha saw a inito TuMy ^read.' 

Whiting'a AtbLuo, nnd Ballama, p. lOB, (1637.) 
WO jH regcd modej ' Eegalcs Epniie.' Apulei Metam. Lib. 
T, p. US. ed. I>elph. 

Wl <Ssifs jAVd\ Milton's Prose Worlts, to!, iv. p. 312, 
(a brief History of Moscovia) ' Tlien followed a number 
mors of strange, and rare iMtet pikd, boiled, roost, and 
baked,' &c. 

*J* Gris-amier] Osborne's Memoirs of James I. vol. ii. 
p. IBT, ' a whole pye, reckoned to my lord at ten pounds, 
being composed of ojnier-yrece, moglBteria! of pearl, musfc.' 
8iB Frtshet] Brown B. Past. h. ii, b. 3. (1616.) 

' Now love the/resit;, and then loye the sea.' Todd. 
«il Lucriae] Hot. Epod. ii. *9. 

' Noti me Jjacrata juTerint conohjlia,' 
and Sat, ii. iv. 32. Dumter. 

MS diverted] la the latter sense, ' turn aside,' so Dray- 
ton's Owle, 160i. 

' Holla ! thou wandering infant of my br^ne, 
■VVhitlier thns flingst thou; yet tKceritliy sttayne; 
Return we back.' Todd 
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Tall stripling youths rich dad, of fairer hue 

Than Ganymed or Hylas ; distant more 

Under the trees now tripp'd, bow solemn stood 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades sm 

"With fruits and flowere from Amalthea's horn, 

And ladies of the llesperides, that seem'd 

Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled since 

Of fairy damsels met in ibrest wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, sea 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Tellenore, 

And all tlie white harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming strings or charming pipes, and winds 

Of gentlest gale Arabian odours fann'd 

From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest smells. 

Such was the splendour, and the tempter now sas 

His invitation earnestly renew'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat? 
These are not fruits forbidden ; no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure ; sro 
Their taste no knowledge works at least of evil, 
But life preserves, destroys life's enemy. 
Hunger, with sweet restorative delight. 
All these are spirits of air, and woods, and springs. 
Thy gentle ministers, who come to pay ara 

Thoe homage, and acknowledge thee their lord : 
"What doubt'st thou Son of God ? sit down and eat. 

^^ Ganymedl ' A train of sJpek, smooth, beantaous youths 
appear'd, 
The Ganjinedes and HylaBses.' 

MounffoT^a Henry II. act iv. sc. 1. 
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To whom thus Jesus temperately replied. 
Said'st thou not that to all things I had right ? 
And who withholds my pow'r that right io use? 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own, 
When and where likes me best, I can eommaad ? 
I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou, 
Command a table in this wilderness, 
And call swift flights of angels ministxant, m 

Array'd in glory, on my cup to attend ; 
Why should'st thou then obtrude this dihgence, 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 
And with my hunger what hast ttou to do ? 
Thy pompous dehcacies I contemn, sue 

And count thy specious g^fls no gifts, but guiles. 

To whom thus answer'd Satan malecontent. 
That I have also power to ^ve thou seest. 
If of that power I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have bestow'd on lyhom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place as* 

Chose to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why should'st thou not accept it? but I see 
Wliat I can do or offer is suspect ; 

«!( fiifflm] Hamlet, act v. ec. e. 

'AnAJliglttiofangeh sJDgtliee to l]i5'rest.' 

SM mnidrani] Cie. Tusc. Dlsp. 1. c. 2S. 'Non ttmbro=ia 
Deos, aut nectore, ant juTCntute pocnia minislronte ; ' and 
Ot. Met. X. 100. Bwieier. 

Osl no ffifiil Sopbool. Ajas. 675, 

'Ejt5/j£)1' Siuoa dijpa a' bvK bvi^ai/ia. Nfwlaii. 
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Of these things others quickly will dispose, «o 

"WTiosepainshaveeam'dthefar-fetspoil. With that 

Both table and provision Taniah'd quite 

With sound of Harpies' wings and talons heard ; 

Only the importune tempf«r still remmn'd, 

And ■with these words his temptation pursu'd. 'os 

By hunger, that each other creature fames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd ; 
Thy temperance invincible besides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite. 
And all thy heart is set on high designs, *iii 

HigLactions ; but wherewith to be achie¥ed ? 
Great acts require great means of enterprise ; 
Thou art unknown, uniriended, low of birth, 
A carpenter thy fatiier known, thy self 
Bred up in poverty and straits at Lome, )« 

Lost in a desert here and hunger-bit: 
Which way, or from what hope, dost thou aspire 
To greatness? whence authority deriv'st? 
What followers, what retinue can'st tliou gain ? 
Or at thy heels the diazy multitude, «» 

Longer than thou can'st feed them on thy cost ? 
Money brings honour, friends, conquest, aud realms. 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 
And his son Herod plao'd on Judah's throne, 

^l-J^t-J^ 'fet' 'far-fetcliea,' nsad by Chanoor, Spenser, 
Sio. see Newton's note. 
V Harpies] 'Hark! how the Harpies' wings resonnd.' 

Al. Boss MgI HeHconinm, p, 6*. 
*■< imporflflie] Spenser, F. Q. 1. xil. 16. 

'And oftoQ bloine the too importiaie Kite.' Neicloa. 
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Thy throne, but gold that got him puissant friends ? 
Therefoire, if at great things thou would'st arrive, 
Get riches flrst^ get weaitli, and treasure heap, 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me ; 
Biches are mine, fortune is in mj hand ; 
Thej whom I favour thrive in wealth amain, *3o 
While virtue, valour, wisdom, sit in want. 
To whom thus Jesus patiently reply'd. 
Vet wealth without these three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gaiu'd. 
Witness those ancient empires of tie earth, la: 
In highth of all their flowing wealth dissolv'd. 
But men endu'd with these have oft attain'd 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds ; 
Gideon and Jephtha, and the shepherd lad, 
Whose offspring on the throne of Judah sat «o 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
That seat, and reign in Israel without end. 
Among tie heathen, for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of memorial, canst thou not remember «i 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Eegulus ? 
For I esteem those names of men so poor. 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
EJches though offered from the hands of kings. 
And what in me seems wanting, but that I iso 
May also in this poverty as soon 
Accomplish what they did, perhaps, and more ? 
Extol not riches then, the (oil of fools, 
The wise man's cumbrance, if not snare, more ajit 
To slacken virtue, and abate her edge, i» 
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Tliaa prompt her to do aught may merit pi-aise. 

What, if with hke aversion I rejeet 

Riches and realms ? yet not, for that a crown, 

Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns, 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights 

To him. who wears the regal diadem, *oi 

"When on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein stands the office of a king. 

His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise, 

That for the public all this weight he bears, t^ 

Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules 

Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king ; 

Which ev'ry wise and virtuous man attains : 

And who attains not ill aspires to rule 

Cities of men, or head-sti-ong multitudes, <io 

Subject himself to anarchy within, 

Or lawless passions in him which he serves. 

But to guide nations in the way of truth 

By saving doctrine, and from error lead 

To know, and knowing worship God aright, «s 

Is yet more kingly; this attracts the soul, 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part ; 

That other o'er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which to a gen'rous mind. 

So reigning, can be no sincere delight, an 

Besides, to give a kingdom hath been thouglit 

Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous than to assume. 

Eiches are needless then, both for themselves, 

And for thy reason why they should be sought, 

To gain a sceptre, oftest better miss'd. 
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So spake the Son of God, and Satan stood 

A while as mute, confounded what to say. 

What to reply, confuted, and convinc'd 

Of hia weak arguing and fallacious drift ; 

At length, collecting all his serpent wiles, » 

With soothing words 'renew'd, him thus accosts. 

I see thou know'st what is of use to know, 
What best to eay, canst say, to do canst do ; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Contains of good, wise, just, the perfect shape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth consult. 
Thy counsel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, those oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breast ; or tongue of seers old is 

InMlible : or wert thou sought to deeds 
That might require th' array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be such, that all the world 
Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In battel, though against thy few in amis. ai 

These god-like virtues wherefore dost thou hide, 
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Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness ? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thy seli 
The fame and glory, glory the reward 23 

That sole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moat erected spirits, most temper'd pure 
jEtherial, who all pleasures else despise, 
All treasures and aU gain esteem as dross, 
And dignities and powers, all but the highest ? so 
Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe ; the son 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere these 
"Won Asia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his dispose ; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride : young Pompey quell'd 
The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mafure, 
Quench not the thirst of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires. 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd m 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd so long 
Inglorious : but thou yet ait not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus replied, 
Thou neither dost persuade me to seek wealth 
For empire's sake, nor empire to affect c 

27 erected] So P. L. i. 679 ; ' erected spirits' is a classicd 
phnise ; ' magno ajiiiuo et erecto.^ Cic. p. Kegs Deiot. 13^ 
Saasler. 
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For glory's sake by all thy argument. 

For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 

The people's praise, if always praise unmixt ? 

And what the people but a herd confus'd, 

A miscellaneous rabble, who extol [praise ? 

Things vul^r, and well weigh'd, scarce worth the 

They prtuse and they admire they know not what, 

And know not whom, but as one leads the otlier ; 

And what delight to be by such extoll'd, 

To live upon iheir tongues and be their talk, sj 

Of whom to be diaprais'd were no small praise ? 

His lot who dares be singularly good. 

Th' intelligent among them and the wise 

Are few, and glory scarce of few is rais'd. 

This is true glory and renown, when God, w 

Looking on the earth, with approbation marks 

The just man, and divulges him through heaven 

To all his angels, who with true applause 

Eeeotmt bis praises. Thus he did to Job, « 

When, to extend his fame thro' heaven and earth. 

As thou to thy reproach may's! well remember, 

He ask'd thee, Hast thou seen my servant Job? 

Famous he was in heaven, on earth less known ; 

Where glory is false glory, attributed 

To things not glorious, men not worthy of fame. 

They err who count it glorious to subdue " 

By conquest far and wide, to overrun 

** ^sprais'd\ Tickell and Fentou corruptly read ^ despised/ 
a.ftsr Tonson's editions of IT07, 1711; the genuiue reading 
is restored in Touson's edition, 1747. 
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Large countries, and in field, great battels win, 
Great cities by assault :) what do ttese worthies, 
But rob, and spoil, bum, slaughter, and enslave 
Peaceable nations, neighbouring or remote, i* 
Made captive, yet deserving freedom more 
Than those their conqoerors, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin wheresoe'er they rove, 
And all the flourishing works of peace destroy, 
Then swell with pride, and must he titled gods. 
Great benefactors of mankind, deliverers, es 

Worshipp'd with temple, priest, and sacrifice ; 
One is the son of Jove, of Mars the other ; 
Till conqueror death discover them scarce men, 
EoUing in bratish vices, and deform'd, ss 

Violent or shameful death their due reward. 
But if (here be in glory aught of good, 
It may by means far difierent be attaiii'd 
Without ambition, war, or violence ; so 

By deeds of peace, by wisdom e 
By patience, temperance. 
Him whom thy wrongs with saintly patience borne 
Made famous in a land and times obscure ; 
"Who names not now with honour patient Job ? 
Poor Socrates, who next more memorable ? » 
By what he taught and suffer'd for so doing. 
For truth's sake suffering death unjust, lives now 

M RoSiag] G. WittBrs' Speculum, 1660, p. 6B. 

' They might in imU'sft lusls nt pleasure ToU,' 
Dnnster has marked the conformily with espressioDs of Cicera, 
' in omni dedeoore mlalaliis es,' &c. 
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Equal in fame to proudest conquerore. 
Yet if for fame and glory aught be done, i» 

Aught suffer'd ; if young African for fame 
His wasted country freed from Punic rage, 
The deed becomes unprma'd, the man at least. 
And loses, though but verbal, his I'eward, 
Shall I seek glory tlien, as vain men seek, los 
Oft not deaerr'd ? I seek not mine, but his 
"Who sent me, and thereby witness whence I am. 

To whom the tempter murmuring thus replied. 
Think not so slight of glory, therein least 
Besembling thy gveat Father : he seeks glory, no 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs ; nor content in heaven 
By all his angels glorify'd, requires 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad, 
Wise or unwise, no difference, no exemption ; iis 
Above all sacrifice or hallow'd gift 
Glory he requires, and glory he receives 
Promiscuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declar'd : 
From us, his foes pronounc'd, glory he exacts, iso 

To whom our Saviour fervently replied. 
And reason, since his word all things produc'd, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
But to show forth his goodness, and impart 
His good communicable to every soul is 

Freely ; of whom what could he leas expect 
Than glory and benediction, that is, thanks, 
The slightest, easiest, readiest, recompense 
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From them who could return him notliing else, 
And not returning that would hkeliest render " 
Contempt instead, dishonour, obloquy ? 
Hard recompense, unsuitable return 
For so much good, so much beneficence. 
But why should man seek glory, who of his o^vn 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs i; 
But condemnation, ignominy, and shame ? 
Who for so many benefits receiv'd 
Tum'd recreant to God, iugrate and false, 
And so of all true good himself despoil'd. 
Yet, sacrilegious, to himself would take " 

That which to God alone of right belongs : 
Yet so much bounty is in God, such gi-ace, 
That who adrance his glory, not thek own, 
Them he himself to glory will advance. 

So spake the Son of God ; and here ag^n « 
Satan had not to answer, but stood struck 
With guilt of his own sin, for he himself 
Insatiable of gbry had lost all ; 
Yet of another plea bethought him soon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, said he, so deem, n 

Worth or not worth the seeking, let it pass. 
But to a kingdom thou art bom, ordain'd 



'*> (hal] Tiokell and Feiiton follow the corrnpt reading of 
Tonaon'a ad. 170T, 1711, ' v^oi.' The genuine reading 
restored in ed. 1T4T. 

151 ike] All the tditions hut the first read ' SieiV.' Ton- 
Eon's ed. 1747, restored the gentime reading: the correctness 
of [his edition of Tonson makes it very yaluablo. 
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To sit upon thy father David's throne, 

By mother's side thy father ; though thy right 

Be now in powerful hands, that will not part la 

Easily from possession won with arms. 

Judiea HOW and all the promis'd land, 

Reduc'd a province under Eoman yoke, 

Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always rul'd 

With temperate sway: oft have they violated w 

The temple, oft the la^v with foul affronts, 

Abominations rather, as did once 

Antiochua : and think'st thon to regain 

Thy right by sitting still or thus retiring ? 

So did not Maccabeus : he indeed '» 

Betir'd nnto the desert, but with arms ; 

And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd, 

That by strong hand his family obtain'd, 

Though priests, the crown, and David's throne 

usurp'd, 
With Modin and her suburbs once content. m 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And duty ; zeal and duty are not slow ; 
But on occasion's forelock watchful wait. 
They themselves rather are occasion best, 
Zeal of thy father's house, duty to free m 

Thy country from her heathen servitude : 
So shalt lliou best fulfil, best verify 
The prophets old, who sung thy endless reign ; 



in„„™] T 


^t mova thee zeal;' a bold 


cr Latinism tlit 




nniit -with English poeirj-. 




443, 'what ra 


Bain(AimleB5('andis.41. 


Dunsier. 
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The happier reign the sooner it begins ; 

Iteign then ; what canst thou, better do tlie while ? 

To whom our Saviour answer thus retum'd. i3i 
All things are best fuIflU'd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath said: 
If of my reign prophetic writ hath told 
That it shall neper end, so when begin ^ss 

The Father in his purpose hath decreed, 
He in whose hand all times and seasons roll. 
"What, if he hath decreed that I shall first 
Be try'd in humble state and things adverse. 
By tribulations, injuries, insulta, m 

Contempts, and scorns, and snares, and violence, 
Suffering, abstaining, quietly expecling, 
Without distrust or doubt, that he may know 
What I can suffer, how obey ? who best 
Can suffer, best can do ; best reign, who first iss 
Well hath obey'd ; just trial, ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what eoncems it thee when I begin 
My everlasting kingdom ? why art thou 
Solicitous ? what moves thy inquisition ? s» 

Know'st tlioti not that my rising is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy destruction ? 

To whom the tempter, inly rack'd, replied. 
Let tliat come when it comes ; all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace : wliat worse ? sib 

For where no hope is left, is left no fear: 

136 adverse] S. It:il. iv. 60S. 

' ExplorEint adversii viroa.' Suneier. 
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If there be worse, the expectation more 

Of worse torments me than the feeling can. 

I would be at the worst, worst is my port, 

My harbour, and my ultimate repose ; sm 

The end. I would attain, my final good. 

My error was my error, and my crime 

My crime ; whatever for itself eondemn'd, 

And will alike be pimish'd, whether thou 

Eeign or reign not ; though to that gentle brow aw 

Willingly could I fly, and hope thy reign. 

From that placid aspect and meek regard, 

Kather than aggra^-afe my eril state. 

Would stand behveen me and thy father's ire, 

Whose ire I dread more than the fire of hell, *» 

A shelter, and a kind of shading cool 

Interposition, as a summer's cloud. 

If I then to the worst that can be haste. 

Why move thy feet so slow to what is beat. 

Happiest both to thyself and all the world, sa 

Thattliouwhoworthiestartshould'stbe their king? 

Perhaps thou linger'st in deep thoughts detain'd 

Of the enterprize so hazardous and high ; 

No wonder, for, though in thee he united 

What of perfection can in man be found, sso 

Or human nature can receive, consider. 

Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent 

At home, scarce view'd the Galilean towns. 

And once a year Jerusalem, few days [serve? 

Short sojourn ; and what thence couldst thou ob- 

The world thou hast not seen, much less her glory, 
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Empires, aiid monarchs, and tiieir radiant courts, 
Best school of best experience, quickest insight 
In all things that to greatest actioDs lead. 
The wisest, unesperienc'd, will be ever sw 

Timorous and loth, with novice modesty, 
As he who seeking asses found a kingdom. 
Irresolute, unhardy, unadvent'rous : 
But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 
Those rudiments, and see before thine eyes st? 
The monarchies of the earth, their pomp, and state, 
Sufficient inftoduction to infonn 
Thee of thyself so apt, in regal arts 
And regal mysteries, that thou may'st know 
How best their- opposition to withstand. an 

With that, such power was ^ven him then, he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain outstretch'd in circuit wide 
Lay pleasant; from his side two rivers flow'd, as 
Th' one winding, th' other straight, and left be- 
tween 
Fair champain with less rivers intervein'd, 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the sea : 
Fertile of com the glebe, of oil, and wine ; 
With hei^is the pastures throng'd, with flocks the 

hiUs; 
Huge cities and high tower'd that well might seem 
The seats of mightiest monarch9,and so large 

2sa iiisislil] Jmtons own ediUon, and hU the enrliec edi- 
tions, exEept Tonsou'9 1747 rend ' in sij/ii.' 
TOL. II. 22 
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The prospect was, that here and there was room 
For barren desert, founlainless and dry. 
To this high mountain top the tempter brought »» 
Our Saviour, and aew train of words began. 

Well have we speeded, ani3, o'er hill and dale. 
Forest, and field, and flood, temples, and towers, 
Cut shorter many a league; here thou bebold'st 
Assyria and her empire's ancient bounds, m 

Araxes, and the Caspian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus east, Euphrates west. 
And oft beyond ; lo south the Persian bay, 
And inaccessible the Arabian drought; 
Here Nineveh, of length within her wall ura 

Sevei-al days' journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that first golden monarchy the seat. 
And seat of Salmanassar, whose success 
Israel in long captivity still mourns ; 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, ^ 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David's house 
Led captive, and Jerusalem laid waste. 
Till Cyrus set them free ; Persepolis 
His city there thou seest, and Eactra there ; ass 
Eebatana her structure vast there shows, 
And Hecafompylos her hundred gates ; 
There Susa by Choaspes, amber stream. 



2S1 jfijHjrtffliHfcsj and ifrj] ' Desnrts desolate, nad dn 
Draj^n'B Moses, lib. ii. p. 1603, «d. 8vo. 
288 Owa^esl See PUn. N. Hist. lib. jxiv. c. cii. vol. i 
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The drink of none but kings ; of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, s™ 
The great Seleucia, Nisibis, and there 
Artaxata, Terodon, Ctesiphon, 
Turning with easy eye thou roay'st behold. 
All these the Parthian, now some ages past, 
By great Arsaces led, who founded first sss 

That empire under his dominion holds, 
From the luxurious kings of Antioch ivon. 
And just in time thou eom'st to have a view 
Of his great power ; for now the Parthian kiog 
In Ctesiplion halh gather'd all his host sm 

Against the Scythian, whose incursions wild 
Have wasted Sogdiana ; to her aid 
He marches now in haste ; see, though from far, 
His thousands, in what martial equipage 



p. 362. ed. Jitot. and lib. xssi. c. ssi. 3. toI. y. p. 299, 
' Parthomm rcges OS Choaspa, at Eulieo tantum bibant.' 

'It is ft fact worthy of remark, that at this, moment, ivLUe 
all the inhabitants of Eermansliah drink of the stream of 
Anb Dedoong, and of the spring called Auhi-i-Hassan-Khan, 
the hng't son atone hns the water for himself and bis haram 
brongiit from the strBam of the Kara Soo (the Choaapes). 
We drank of it om^elves as we pnssed, and from its snpe- 
riority to nil the waters of whioh we had lasted since leaving 
the banks of the Tigris, the dranght was delicions enough to 
he sweet even to the palsied tay^te of roTalty itself Bucking- 
ham's Trav. in Assyria, &a p 119 On the delicioos water 
of the Kile, see Forbes s Oriental Mem u p 72 , and oa 
that of the Ganges, 139 The Mogul Emperors trarelled 
with it ; Akbct never drink ani oth r, aiid callei it the 
'Water of Life.' 
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Thaj issue forth, steel bows and shafts their arms, 
Of equal dread in flight or in pursuit ; a« 

All horsemen, ia which fight they most excel : 
See how iu warlike muster they appear. 
In rhombs, and wedges, and hali-moonsj and 

He look'd, and saw what numbers numberless sio 
The city gates outpour'd, light armed troops 
In coats of mail aad military pride ; 
In mai! their horses clad, yet fleet and strong, 
Prancing their riders bore, the flower and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound; aif 

From Arachosia, from Candaor east, 
And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 



S'* jtighi] Lupan. Pilars, i. 229. 

* Missa Partlii post terga sa^tta.' JJunater. 

WB ii.'edge$ and half-^moonti Vilgil mentions the 'wedge; 
Jin. sii. isr. ' (lensi CBBeii se qnia^ne coactia agglomarant : ' 
and Stat. Theb. y. 145, ilia half-moon; Imialiimqae pates 
Bgmen descendere.' Dumler. 

810 tatmberi nuiHierfces] Foe this esprcssion (which waa 
very common in old English I'oets anterior to Milton) see 
Poclo'B Works, by Djce, sec. od. 1829, vol. i. p. m. 
' A tiumbtr numberless, appointed well 



and rteywood's Troy, p. 203. 
Ell t/aies] Virg. Jin. sii. 121, 

' plenis 

Agmina bo fmidnnt porlii.' Diiaster. 
SI' Prancing] Compare the licscripfion inHeliodoriJlthiop. 
lib. iii. p. ITS. ed. Milsoherlich. 
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Of Caucasus, and dark Iberian dales ; 

From Atropatia and the neighbouring plains 

Of Adiabene, Media, and the south sai 

Of Susiana, to Balsara'a haven. 

He saw them in their forms of battel rang'd. 

How quick they whcel'd, and flying behind them 

Sharp sleet of arrowj showers against the face 
Of their pursuers, and overcame by flight ; sa 

The field all iron cast a Reaming brown ; 
Mor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 
Cuirassiers all in steel for standing fight, 
Chariots or elephants endors'd with towers 
Of archers, nor of labouring pioneers sm 

A multitude with spades and axes arm'd 
To lay hills plain, fell ivoods, or valleys fill, 
Or, where plain was rsuae hill, or overlay 
With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 
Mules after these, caraels, and dromedaries, sss 
And waggons fraught with utensils of war. 

^ ai-i-oici/] Sn. xil. 2S4. 

' Tempeslaa teloram, ao ferrcus ingniit imber.' Dmisler. 

a^ imml Euripidis Phasn. 296. 

IltJiov uorpunTEi. Bunakr. 

BM truhn'd] B. Jonaon's Epig. to W. EeifI of Newcaslie : 
' Nay, so your seat his beauties did endorse, 
As I began to wish niyaaif a horse.' Dunsler. 
08i yoke} jEschylL Ferste, 71. 

Zvybii afi^iQaXuv avxivi ttovtov. Thyer. 
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Sueli forces met not, nor so wide a camp, 

When Agrican witli all his northern powers 

Besieg*!! Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city of Gallaphrotie, from wb.eucc to win sio 

The fairest of her sex Angelica 

His daughter, sought by many pro west knighta, 

Both I'a_jniin, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such aud so numerous was their chivalry ; 

At sight whereof the fiend yet more presum'd, a« 

And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way secure 
On no slight grounds thy safety, hear and mark 
To what end I Lave brought thee hither and shown 
All this feir sight ; thy kingdom, though foretold 
By prophet or by angel, unless thou ssi 

Endeavor, as thy father David did, 
Thou never shalt obtain ; prediction still 
In all things, and all men, supposes means, s» 
Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 
But say thou wert possess'd of David's throne 
By free consent of all, none opposite, 
Samaritan or Jew ; how could'st thou hope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and secure, aso 

Between two such enclosing enemies, 
Boman and Parlhian ? therefore one of these 

w: jSaci] Lucan. Phars. iii. 288. 
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Thou must make sure thy own, the Parthian firs 
By my advice, as nearer, and of late 
Found able by invasion to annoy » 

Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 
Antigoniis, and old Hyrcanus bound, 
Maugre the Boman. It shall be my task 
To render thee the Parthian at dispose ; 
Choose which thou wilt, by conquest or by leagtH 
By him thou shalt regain, without him not, t' 
That which alone can truly reinstall thee 
In David's royal seat, his true successor, 
Deliverance of thy brethren, those ten tribes 
Whose offipring in his territory yet serve, s: 

In Habor, and among the Medes dispers'd ; 
Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph lost 
Thus long from Israel, serving, as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt serv'd, 
This offer sets before thee to deliver. a 

These if from servitude thou shalt restore 
To tlieir inheritance, then, nor till then. 
Thou on the throne of David in full glory. 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond, 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Ctesar not need fear. 
To whom our Saviour answer'd thus unmov'd 
Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm, a 

And fragile aims, much instrument of war 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes thou hast set ; and in my ear 
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Vented much policy, and projects deep mi 

Of enemies, of aids, battels, and leagues, 

Plausible to the world, to me worth naught. 

Means I must use, thou say'sf, prediction else 

Will unpredict and fail me of the throne. 3*1 

My time, I told thee, and that time for thee 

Were better farthest off, is aot yet come ; 

Wlien that comes, think not tbou to find me slack 

On my part aught endeavoring, or to need 

Thy politic maxims, or that cumbersome ski 

Lu^age of war there shown me, ailment 

Of human weakness rather than of strength. 

My brethren, as thou call'st them, those ten tribes 

I must deliver, if I mean to reign 

David's true heir, and hia full sceptre sway «5 

To just extent over all Israel's sons. 

But whence to thee this zeal ? where was it then 

For Israel, or for David, or his throne. 

When thou stood'st up his tempter to the pride 

Of numb'ring Israel, which ctst the lives fio 

Of threescore and ten thousand Israelites 

By three days' pestilence ? such was thy zeal 

To Israel then, the same that now to me. 

As for those captive tribes, themselves were they 

Who wrought their own captivity, fell off m 

From God to worship calves, the deities 

Of Egypt, Baal next, and Ashtaroth, 

And all th' idolatries of heathen round, 

Besides their other worse than heathenish crimes ; 

Sor in the land of their captivity, oo 
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Humbled (liemselves, or penitent besought 
The God of their forefathers ; but so died 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themselves, distinguishable scarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumcision vain, «5 

And God with idols in their worship join'd. 
Should I of these the liberty regard, 
Who freed as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd, 
Headlong would follow ; and to their gods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them serve 
Their enemies, who serve idols with God. 
Yet he at length, time to himself best known, 
Eememb'ring Abraham, by some wondrous call 
May bring them back repentant and sincere, ve 
And at their passing cleave the Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste. 
As the Ecd Sea and Jordan once he deft, 
When to the promis'd land their fathers pass'd ; 
To his due tune and providence I leave them, mo 
So spake Israel's true iing, and to the fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles, 
So fares it when with ti-uth falsehood contends. 

^^freed\ The obsonrity of this passaga has heeii remarked; 
and conjectures and allerationB proposed by the critics. I 
should prefer to read 'unto' for 'as to,' which is the slightest 
deviation Itom the eEtablishoit text; and which seems to me 
to remova nil the difficulty; bnt Mr. Dunster's note should 
be consulted. 
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Pekplex'd and troubled at his bad success 
The tempter stood, nor Lad what to reply, 
Diacover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the persuasive rhetoric 
That sleek'd hia tongue, and won so mucli on Eve, 
So little here, nay lost : but Eve was Etc, 
This far his over-match, who, self-deceiv'd 
And rash, before-hand had no better weigh'd 
The strength he was to cope with, or his own : 
But as a man, who had been matchless held "> 
In cunning, over-reach'd where least he thought, 
To salve his credit, and for very spite. 
Still will be templing him who foils him still. 
And never cease, though to his shame the more ; 
Or as a swarm of flies in vintage time, is 

About the wine-press where sweet must is pour'd. 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming sound ; 
Or suiting waves against a solid rock. 
Though all to shivers dash'd, the assault renew, 
Vain batt'rj, and in froth or bubbles end ;■ so 

So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 
Met ever, and to shameful silence brought. 
Yet gives not o'er, though desperate of success, 
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And Iiis vain importunilj pursues. 

He brought our Saviour to the western side as 

Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 

Another plain, long, hut in breadth not wide, 

"Wash'd by the southern sea, and on the north 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, [men 

That screen'd the fruits of the earth and seats of 

From could Septentrion blasts, thence in the midst 

Divided by a river, of whose banis 

On each side an imperial city stood, 

"With towers and temples proudly elevate 

On seven small hills, with palaces adorn'd, ss 

Porches, and theatres, baths, aqueducts. 

Statues, and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 

Gardens, and groves presented to his eyes. 

Above the highth of mountains intcrpos'd : 

By what strange parallax or optiek skill « 

Of vision, multiply'd through air, or glass 

Of telescope, were curious to enquire : 

And now fie tempter thus liis silence broke. 

The city which thou seest no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 

91 lepttatrioiii See Drayton's Poljolbion, Song 10, p. 
844, ed. 8vo. 

' From the Eepteatiion cold.' 
M seven] Virg. Georg. ii. 6SS. 

'Sepltmqui nan, siM muro oircinndedit arces.' Neaiaa, 
M jBcen] Rulilii Itin. i. 47. 

' Esaodi, regina tui pnloherrinm mundL' Dutialer. 
In Iha Odo to Rome, faJs«ly atti-itutBd to Erinaa, that city 
is teemed ' ^aiijipuii avrmca.' yer. 2. A. Di/cq. 
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So far renown'd, and with tho spoils onricli'd 
Of nations ; there the capitoi thou sec'st 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, s 

Th' imperial palace, compass huge, and high 
The structure, skill of noblest architects, 
"With gilded battlements conspicuous far, 
Turrets, and terraces, and glittering spires. 
Many a fair edifice besides, more like a 

Houses of gods, so well I have dispos'd 
My aery microscope, thou mayst behold 
Outside and inside both, pillara and roofs, 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold. e 

Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and set 
What conflux issuing forth, or ent'ring in, 
Prsetors, proconsub to their provinces 
Hasting, or on return, in robes of slal« : 
Lietors and rods, the ensigns of tlieir power, « 
Legions and cohorts, turma of horse aad wings ; 
Or embassies from re^ons far remote 
In various habits on tho Appian road. 
Or on th' Erailian, some from farthest south, 
Syene, and where the shadow both way falls, 7 
Meroe, NUotic isle ; and more to west, 

MjjDift] Some editions read incoireolly 'Coii' 

™ lurms] Virg ^n. v. 660. 

' Equitum tunnre.' Jtfiirfoii. 

1 lilktk] Martial Ep. vi. 80, 

' Uilotica tellus.' J>mi>er. 
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The realm of Eocclius to the Black-moor sea; 
Prom the Asian kings and Partliian, among these, 
From India and the golden Chersonese, 
And utmost Indian isle Taprobane, « 

Dusk faces with white silken turbans wreath'd ; 
From Gallia, Gades, and the Bi'itish west, 
Germans, and Scythians, and Saimatiana north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool- 
All nations now to Kome obedience pay, »" 
To Home's great emperor, whose wide domain 
In ample territory, wealth and power, 
Civility of manners, arts, and arms. 
And long renown, thou justly may'st prefer 
Before the Parthian ; these two thrones except, ss 
The rest are barbarous, and scarce worth the sight, 
Shar'd among petty kings too far remov'd. 
These having shown thee, I have shown thee ail 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This emperor hath no son, and now is old, » 
Old and lascivious, smd froia Rome retir'd 
To CapreEB, an island small but sfrong 
On the Campanian shore, with purpose there 
His horrid lusts in private to enjoy, 
Committing to a wicked favourite ^ 
AU public cares, and yet of him suspiciou?, 
Hated of all and hating : with what ease, 
Indu'd with regal virtues as thou art, 

n Bkcl-inow} Hor. Od. ii. vi. S. 

' l!bi Jiauco semper 

^staat umla,' Duiisltr, 
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Appearing and beginning noble deeds, m 

Might'st thou expel this monster fi-om his throne, 

Now made a stye, and, in his place ascending, 

A victor people free frorn servile yoke? 

And with my help lion may'st ; to me the power 

Is given, and by that right I give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no less than all tlie world, «s 

Aim at flie highest, without the highest attwn'd 

"Will be for thee no sitting, or not long, 

On David's throne, be prophesy'd what will. 

To whom the Son of God unmov'd replied. 
Nor dotli this grandeur and majestic show m 

Of luxury, though call'd mE^ifieence, 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye, 
Much less my mind ; though thou should'st add to 

tell 
Their sumptuous gluttonies and gorgeous feasts 
On citron fables or Allantick stone, in 



11* diron (nWes or AlUuilkk s(«bc] Citron ■wood grew on 
Monnt Atlaa, and was held by the Eomniis as valuable as 
gold. Martial Ep. siy. 89. 'Aecipe felices Adntiliixt muneni, 
sjlvas.' Atlantick atone, the Coninienlatois say, was never 
heard of ; nor con they explain the meanmg of the expres- 
sion ! had the manSe therefore of Bentley descended on me, 
I siionld read 

' nnd goi^eous feasts 

On citron tables or Atlantio, alor'd.' 
I can find no acdonnt of Atlantic marble iu (he learned work 
of Curiophylus de Ant. Marmoribus. — Since writing the above, 
I believe tliat I have detected the trna meaning 0( Atlantic aloae, 
nhich has escaped the Conimenlatora. Pliny mentions that 
the woods of JSat wece eagerly searched by tiie Eomans for 
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For I have also heard, perhaps have read. 
Their wmea of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 
Chios, and Crete, and how tliey quaff in gold, 
Crystal and myrrhine cupa emboss'd with gems 
And studs of pearl ; to me should'st tell who thirst 
And hunger still. Then emhassiea thou show'st 
From nations far and nigh. What honour that, 
But tedious waste of time to sit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and lies. 
Outlandish Hutteries F then proceed'st to talk i^s 
Of the emperor, how easily suhdu'd, 
How gloriously ; I shall, thou saj^st, expel 
A brutish monster: what if I withal 
Expel a deril who first made him such ? 



Ton ■wood, and ivory. Hist. Kat. lil 
. Brot. ' 



atque moximfi, ciim e£or£ cUtVfpie dlvce e^^t^nlranttir.' Diod. 
Sicnlns joins Ihom, lib. T. c. xlTi. vol. iii. p. 366, e<i. Blp. 
' Tu 6s Svpu/iara tOv i«(o6 ■SavfiiioarAc cx^i rit; KaToanai&i e^ 
ipyvpaa sal xpvadu Koi Bi^avroi, hi cR Siouj- SeSlt/iiovpY'l- 
idvoi' ; so the author of the Apocalypse, xvii. 12. ttuu ^?iOP 
dvtvm, KfH TiS,v OKEuof k'KE^ia'Tivini; Snidas and PauaimiBB 
also mention tliem togotJier. We may, Uiereforc, consider 
'Allantick stone ' to be a leiimed and poetjoal way for naming 
the ' Ebor Aflaationm ; ' and Pliny also says, tliat the forests 
in Mauritania were filled -with eUjihcaila, lib. v. c. i. 1. toI. i. 
p. 364, the same forests which afforded the atroB wood. Should 
' stone ' be BtUl thought a singnlar expression for ivory, it may 
be obGetred, that ' fossil iyoiy * might have been sought for; 
and that Pliny.lib.sisvLo.xsix, 18,yoLyi. p. 230,ini!ntiona 
a miiKTal ivory, which he calls a cfane. 

llemyn-iiiie] Plinii N. Hist. lib. sxxr. c. slii. vol. vi. 
p. 172. ' Quoniam cii pervenit liisuria, ut otiara liclilia pluris 
cODstent quam mturliina.' 
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Let Ilia tormentor conscience find him out; iso 

For him I was not sent, nor yet to free 

That people victor once, now vile and base, 

Deservedly made vassal, who, once just, 

Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquer'd well, 

But govern ill the iiations under yoke, is 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 

But lust and rapine; first ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that insulting vanity ; 

Then cruel, by their sports to blood inur'd 

Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts expos'd ; '« 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier still. 

And from the daily scene effeminate. 

What wise and valiant man would seek to ftee 

These thus degenerate, by themselves enshiv'd. 

Or could of inward slaves make outward free ? ib 

Know therefore, when my season comes to sit 

On David's throne, it shall be like a tree 

Spreading and overshadowing all the earth, 

Or as a stone that shall to pieces dash 

All monarchies besides throughout the world, isi 

And of my kingdom there shall be no end. 

Means there shall be to this, but what the means, 

Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the tempter impudent replied. 
I see all offers made by me how shght i^s 

Thou valu'st, because offer'd, and reject'st; 
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1" Luxm-has} Jlanllius, W. 10. 






1 tuxu^e TBjiiiias.' 




DuMkr. 



BOOK IV. 353 

Nothing will please the difficult and nice, 

Or nothing more than still to eontvadict. 

On the other side know also thou, that I 

Ok what I offer set as high esteem, '^ 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nought; 

All these which in a moment tliou behold'st, 

The kingdoms of the world to thee I give ; 

For, giv'n to me, I give to whom I please. 

No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else, la 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 

And worship me as thy superior lord, 

Easily done, and hold them all of me ; 

For what can less so great a gift deserve ? 

Whom thus our Saviour answer'd with disdain. 
I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers less. 
Now both abhor, since thou hast dar'd to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition ; 
But I endure the time, till wliich expir'd. 
Thou hast permission on me. It is written "s 
The first of all commandments, Thou shalt worship 
The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve ; 
And dar'st thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee accurst, now more accurst 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, ibo 
And more blasphemous ? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were giv'n. 
Permitted rather, and by thee usurp'd. 
Other donation none thou canst produce : 

157 (/,o dijjictitll Jortin and Sympson would read 'Ihtc 
difficnit.' 

VOL. II. 23 
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If giv'n, by whom but by the King of kings, isj 

God over all Supreme ? if given to thee, 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Eepaid? but gratitude ia thee is lost 

Long since. Wert thou so void of fearor shame, 

Aa offer them to me the Son of God ? im 

To me my own, on such abhorred pact, 

That I fall down and worship thee as God ? 

Giet thee behind me ; plain thou now appear'st 

That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. 

To whom the fiend with fear abash'd replied. i» 
lie not so soi'e offended, Son of God, 
Though sons of God both angels are and men. 
If I, to try whether in higher sort 
Than these thou bear'st that title, have propos'd 
What both from men and angels I receive, mm 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations beside from all the quarter'd winds, 
God of this world invok'd and world beneath ; 
Who then thou art, whose coming is foretold 
To me so fatal, me it most concerns. as 

The trial hath indamag'd tUee no way, 
Rather more honour left and more esteem ; 
Me naught advantag'd, missing what I aim'd. 
Therefore let pass, as they are transitory. 
The kingdoms of tliis world ; I shall no more sio 
Advise thee; gain them as thou canst, or not. 
And thou thy self seem'st otherwise inclEn'd 
Tiian to a worldly crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound dispute, 
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As by that early action may be judg'd, su 

When, slippingfrom thy mother's eye, thoti went'st 
AloDe into the temple, there wast found 
Amongst the gravest rabhies disputant 
On points and questions fitting Moaes' chair, 
Teachingnot taught; the childhood shows the man, 
As morning shows the day. Be famous then sii 
By wisdom; aa thy empire must extencJ, 
So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend; 
All knowledge is not coucb'd in Moses' law, sas 
The Pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote ; 
The Gentiles also know, and wi-ite, and teach 
To admiration, led by nature's light; 
And with the Gentiles much thou must converse, 
Euling them by persuasion as thou mean'st; sso 
"Without their learning how wilt tliou with them, 
Or they with thee, hold conversation meet ? 
How wilt thou reason with them ? how refute 
Their idolisms, traditions, paradoxes ? 
Error by his own arms is best evinc'd. tra 

Look once more, ere we leave this specular mount, 
Westward, much nearer by south-west, behold 
Where on the ^gean shore a city stands 

^l waslfoiHuI] Iq Milton's own edition and others, it ivas 
printed ' was.' Tiokall roads the emendation ' wast,' and 
Fenton adopted it. 

2" pure] ' Athenifl t«niie ctelnin.' Cic do fate. v. PricKuni 
ad Apulinm, p. 16. 

In stately cities, and in fimitfnl soil, 

In temperate bi^ntlilng of Hie milder besvGD. 

Gorbodtic, act ii. sc. 1. 
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Built nobly, pure the air, aad light the soil, 

Athens the eye of Greece, mother of aria no 

And eloquence, native to famous wits, 

Or hospitable, in her sweet recess, 

City or suburban, studious waits and shades ; 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato's retirement, where the Attick bird sjo 

Ti-ills her thick-warbled notes the summer long ; 

There flow'ry hill Hymettus wifli the sound 

Of bees industrious murmor oft invites 

To studious musing ; there Ilissus rolls 

His whispering stream; within the walla then 

The schools of ancient sages ; his who bred 

Great Alexander to subdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There thou siialt hear and leam the secret power 

Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit ass 

By voice or hand, and various-measur'd verse, 

^olian charms and Dorian lyric odes, 

And his who gave them breath, but higher sung, 

MO (^] Phil. Jui Opera, ad. Mangey, ii. p. iff!. 5-ep 

'k^ai. Todd. 

247 jjim'rj] Viil. Flaoo. T. 341. 'Floren jnga Hymetti.' 
find Ov, Met. vii. TOl. Sil. Ital. ii 317. Newlon. Danster. 
^^ chorma] Hoc, Od. iii. sis. 13. 

' Princeps ^oUura camtea ad Italos 

Deduxisse modos' 

and Od. iy. iii. 12. ffeirtuB. 
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Blind Melesigenes, thence Homer eoU'd, 

Whose poem Phcebus challeng'd for his own. sso 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

^n Chorus or lambick, teachers best 

Of moral prudence, with delight receiv'd, 

In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and ehancc, and change in human life ; 

High actions and high passions best describing. 

Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Those ancient, whose restless eloquence 

Wielded at wi\l that fierce democraty. 

Shook the arsenal, and fulmin'd over Greece, sm 

To Macedon, and Artascrxes' throne ; 

To sage philosophy next lend thine ear, 

From heaven descended to the low-rooft house 

Of Socrates ; see there his tenement, 

Whom well inspir'd the oraele pronounc'd irs 

Wisest of men ; from whose mouth issued forth 



2M Jo/^J 'The Iragkd poet who urote his Toesiea with 
EO ffrai^ and lojly a style.' Holland's PliniB, p. 607. 
26S Wieldedl SiK!kville'sGorboduc,Bctii.sc. 1. 

' Worthy to wield a large and mighty realm.' 

i'lO fidmia-di Aristoph. Achant. t. 630, of Pericles, 

"Httrpairrei', i^poirra, ^CKlaa T^v 'EMuAi. 

^Ti miett 0/ men] Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. issiy. c. 13, 
Tol. Ti. p. 66, ed. Erol. aud lib. vii. c. ssii. 31. vol. ii. p. 124, 
' Socrali cunelis ab eodem deo eapientia prKlato.' ' Apud 
Gcieoos Socrates, orscolo Apollinis Pythii (sapientia) priela- 

{Socrates) omnium aapientissimus.' 
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Mellifluous streams fliat water'd all the schools 
Of Academics old and new, with those 
Surnam'd Peripatetieks, and the sect 
Epicurean, and the Sloic severe ; » 

These here revolve, or, as thou lik'st, at home. 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight ; 
These rules will render thee a king complete 
"Within thyself, much more with empire join'd. 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus rei)ly'd. 5^ 
Think not but that I know these things, or think 
I know them not ; not therefore am I short 
Of knowing what 1 ought : he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of ligiit. 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true: sw 
But these are false, or litlle else but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing flriii. 
The first and wisest of them all profess'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew ; 
The next to fabling fell and smooth conceits ; =» 
A third sort doubted all things, thougii plain sense ; 
Otliers in virtue plac'd felicity, 
But virtue join'd with riches and long hfe ; 
In corporal pleasure he and careless ease ; 

*" wniler'd] Moiiilina, speaking of Homer, ii. S. 

Cojusque ex ore profuios 

Omnia posterttas laticee in conmna Juxit 
and Ovid. Amor. iii. is. 2S. Dmalfr, 
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The Stoic last in pliilosopLic priUe, aoo 

By him call'd virtue; and his rirtuous man. 

Wise, perfect in himself, and all possessing, 

Equal to God, oft shames not to prefer, 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 

Wealfh, pleasure, pain or torment, death and life, 

Which when he lists he leaves, or boasts he can. 

For all his tedious talk is hut vain hoast. 

Or subtle shifts conviction to evade. 

Alas ! what can they teach and not mislead, 

Ignorant of themselves, of God much more, si" 

And how the world began, and how man fell 

Degraded by himself, on grace depending? 

Much of the soul they talk, hut all awry, 

And in themselves seek virtue, and to themselves 

All glory arrt^tc, to God give none, sis 

Rather accuse him under usual names, 

Fortune and fate, as one regardless quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore seeks in these 

True wisdom, finds her not, or by delusion 

Far worse, her false resemblance only meets, ^i 

ftcknowladge the emphasis of 'ffim,' at yer. ES3, insiend of 
accusing Milton of grajumatical iniiccurac^. 

' So Satan fell; sad straight a fiery globe 
Of Angols oufnll sail of wing flew nigh, 
Who on their plnmy bows received Hui soft.' 
That is, ' Our Saviour,' ' him' Kor' i^oxiiv- 
lis EquaT] Newton reads ' equals.' 
BIS aary] Drayton's Polyolbion, a. 1. 
' But their oiiinious fuil'd, hj error led am-y.' Dansin: 
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An empty cloud. However, many books 

Wise men have said are wearisome ; who reads 

Incessantly, and 1o hia reading brings not 

A spirit and judgment equal or superior, 

And wliat lie brings what need he elsewhere seek ? 

Uncert^n and unsettled still remains, sw 

Deep vers'd in books, and shallow in himself. 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys. 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a sponge ; 

As children gath'ring pebbles on the shore. mo 

Or if I would delight my private hours 

"With music or with poem, where so soon 

As in our native language can I find 

That solace ? all our law and story strew'd 

With hymns, our psalms with artful terms inacrib'd. 

Our Hebrew songs and harps in Babylon, 

That pleas'd so well our victor's ear, declare 

That rather Greece from us these arts deriv'd ; 

111 imitated, while they loudest sing 

The vices of their deities and their own m 

In fable, hymn, or song, so personating 

Their gods ridiculous, and themselves past shame. 

Remove their swelling epithets, thick laid 

As varnish on a harlot's cheek, the rest, 

Thin sown with aught of profit or delight, sa 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 

B-il Joots] Butler's Bern, by ITij-er, ml ii. p. 489, 'No 
man is the wiser for his books until he Is above them,' 
SM tiarnisft] Hamlel, act iii. so, i. 
' The harhfi o/ieei, beanlied ictlh plmfrins arl.' Dwisttr 
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"With Sion's songs, to all true tastes excelling, 

"Wliere God b prais'd ariglit, ejid godlike men. 

The holiest of holies, and hia saints : ^> 

Such are from God inspir'd, not such frona thee, 

Unless where moral virtue is express'd 

By light of nature not in all quite lost. 

Their orators thou then extoll'st, as those 

The top of eloquence, statists indeed, 

And lovers of their country, as may seem ; ^ 

But herein to our prophets far beneath, 

As men divinely taught, and better teaching 

The solid rules of civil government 

In their majestic unaffected style, 

Than all the oratory of Greece and Rome. s» 

In them is plainest taught, and easiest learut, 

What makes a nation happy, and keeps it so, 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities ilat; 

These only with our law best form a king. 

s°o Such are] This passage is considered obscnre and per- 
plexed by the commentators. Mr. Dunsler's transpoaiUon 
(placing TflrBB Ml and S62 after varae 3i5) certainly renders 
it clearer; but this being unauthoriied by any edition, I 
would read thus : 

Thin sown with ought of profit or delight, 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Sion'a songs; (to all true taste oscelling 
Where God is prais'd aright, and god-like men, 
The holiest of holies, and his saiate, 
Such are from God inspir'd, not sent from thee;) 
Unless where moral virtue is express'd. 
Thus, without auy alteration, 1 think the passage is clear. 
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So spake tiie Son of Goil ; but Safan, now, 3^ 
Quite at a loss, for aJl his darts were spent. 
Thus to our Sariour with stem brow reply'd. 

Since neither weallh, nor honour, arms, nor arts, 
Kingdom, nor empire pleases thee, nor aught 
Bj me propos'd in life contemplative sro 

Or active, fended on by glory or fame, 
What dost thou in this world ? the wilderness 
For thee is fittest place ; I found thee there, 
And thither will return thee; yet remember 
What I foretell thee, soon thou shall have cause 
To wish thou never hadst rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiously my offer'd aid, 
Which would have set thee in short time wiih ease 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world, 
Now at full ^e, fulness of time, thy season, aw 
WTien prophecies of thee are best fulfill'd. 
Now contrary, if I read aught in heaven. 
Or heaven write aught of fate, by what the stars, 
Voluminous, or single characters, 
In their conjunction met, give me to spell, ass 

Sorrows, and labours, opposition, hate, 
Attend Ihee, scorns, reproaches, injuries, 
Violence, and stripes, and lastly cruel death ; 
A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom. 
Real or allegoric, I discern not, s»> 

Nor when, eternal sure, as without end, 
"Without beginning ; for no date prefix 
Directs pie in the starry rubric set. 

MO darlg] Enrip. Hecub. 603. 

Koi Taunt fdvClpiaC-; Ito^vbev /liiTiiv, Xhinsler. 
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So saying he took, for still lie knew his power 
Not yet expir'd, and to the wilderness asj 

Brought back the Son of God, and left him there, 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose, 
As daylight sunk, and brought in low'ring night, 
Her shadowy offspring, unsubstantial bolh, 
PriTation mere of light and absent day. w 

Our Saviour, meek and with untroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried sore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his rest, 
Wherever, under some concourse of shades, 
"Whose branching arms thick intertwin'd might 

shield 
From dews and damps of night his shelter'd head, 
But, shclter'd, slept in vain, for at his head 
The tempter watch'd, and sewn with ugly dreams 
Disturh'd his sleep : and either tropic now 
'Gan thunder, and both ends of heav'n the clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
Fierce rain with light'ning mix'd, water with fire 
In ruin reconcil'd : nor slept the winds 
"Within their stony caves, but rush'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell <is 

«l iv/J] Yirg. Mn. iU. 196. 

'InTolvBre diem nimbi et nox humida cceliim 
Abstulit; ingeminaJit abnipda aabibus ignes.' Buiister. 
and Lncret ii. 213— E. 
*l*((otM(] Lnoret. vi. 194. 

'Spehmcaiqae velut, saxk peidetilibus struttas 
Camere; quaa veald quom tcmpestate coorba 
Conplenmt.' Duasler. 
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On tte vest wilderness, wliose lallest pines, 
Tliougli rooted deep as iiigli, and sturdiest oaks 
Bow'd their stiff necks, loaden with stormy blasts. 
Or torn up sheer : 111 wast thou shrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only stood'st «» 

Unshaken ! nor yet staid the terror there ; 
Infernal ghosts and hellish furies round [shriek'd, 
Environ'd thee ; some howl'd, some yeU'd, some 
Some bent at thee their fiery darta, while thou 
Sal'st nnappall'd in calm and sinless peace. 4«5 
Thus pass'd the, night so foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim steps in amice gray. 
Who with her radiant finger still'd the roar 
Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds, 
And grisly spectres, which the fiend had rais'd 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the sun with more effectual beams 
Had cheer'd the face of earth, and dried the wet 
From drooping plant or dropping tree ; the birds, 
"Who all things now behold more fresh and green, 
After a night of storm so ruinous, ix 

Cleai'd up their choicest notes in bush and spray. 
To gralulate the sweet return of morn : 
Nor yet amidst this joy and brightest morn 

*^ Fneirm'ii Shakesp. Rich. HI. act i. so. v. 

' a legion of foul fiends 

EiaxTOrt'd me imd howled in my ears.' DimsSer. 
*^ amke] Spens. F. Qa. i. iv. 18. 

'Army'd in habit black and amtce thin.' Ifeieloa. 
^Sgratulate] 'And early birds with songs congratulate.' 
Marino'a Slaught. of the Innocents, p. 126. (Trans.) 
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"Was absent, after all his ipiscliief done, «o 

The prince of darkness, glad would also seem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 
Yet with no new device, they all were spent. 
Rather by this his last affront resolv'd, 
Desperate of better course, to vent his rage, «« 
And mad deapifo to be bo oft repcll'd. 
Him walking on a sunny hill he found, 
Back'd on the north and west by a thick wood : 
Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape. 
And in a careless mood thus to him said. im 

Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 
After a dismal night: I heard the wrack 
As earth and sky would mingle, but myself 
Was dist^t; and these flaws, though mortals fear 

As dangerous to the pillar'd frame of heaven, )a 

Or to the earth's dark basis underneath. 

Are to the main as inconsiderable 

And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 

To man's less universe, and soon are gone ; 

Yet as being ofttimes noxious where they light ™ 

On man, beast, plant, wasteful, and turbulent, 

Like turbulencies in the affairs of men. 

Over whose heads they roar, and seem to point, 

They oft fore-signify and threaten ill : 

This tempest at this desert most was bent ; <» 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'st. 

Did I not fell thee, if thou did'st reject 

The perfect season offer'd with my aid 
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To wiu tliy destin'd seat, but wilt prolong 

All to lliG push of fat«, pursue tliy way iii 

Of gaming David's throne no man knows ivlien, 

For both the when and how is nowhere told? 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt j 

For angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 

The time and meaas; each act is rightliest done, 

Not when it must, but when it may be best 

If thou observe not this, be sure to find, 

"What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 

Of dangers, and adversities, and p^ns, 

Ere thou of Israel's sceptre get fast hold; m 

Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a sure fore-going sign. 

So tali'd he, while the Son of God went on 

And staid not, but in biief liira answer'd thus. 

Me worse than wet thou flnd'st Dot ; other harm 
Those terrors, which thou speak'st of, didmenones 
I never fear'd they could, though noising loud 
And threat'niug nigh ; what they can do as signs 
Befok'ning, or ill-boding, I cont«nm t*> 

As false portents, not sent from God, but thee ; 
Who, knowing I shall reign past thy preventing, 
Obtrud'st thy offer'd aid, that I accepting 
At least might seem to hold all power of thee, 
Ambitious spirit, and would'at be thought my Giod, 
And storm'st refus'd, thinking to terrify <!• 

Me fo thy will. Desist, thou art discem'd 
And foil'st in vain, nor me in vain molest. 
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To whom tbe fiend now swoll'n with, rage replied. 
Then hear, Son of David, virgin-born ; sm 

For Son of God to me is yet in doubt: 
Of the Messiah I had heard, foretold 
By aU the prophets ; of thy birth at length 
Announc'd by Gabriel with, the first I knew, 
And of the angelic song in Bethlehem field, sts 
On thy birthnight, that sung thee Saviour bom. 
From that time seldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youfli, 
Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred ; 
Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all sio 

Flock'd to the baptist, I among the rest, 
Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice from heaven 
Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower scrutiny, that I might learn si-s 
In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears no single sense ; 
The Son of God I also am, or was. 
And if I was I am ; relation stands ; 
All men are sons of God ; yet thee I thought sai 
In some respect far higher so declared. 
Therefore I watch'd thy footsteps from that hour, 
And follow'd thee still on to this waste wild ; 
"Where by all best conjectures I collect 
Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 32s 

Good reason then, if I beforehand seek 

'Had' 
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Shall chase thee with the terror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds, possession foul, 
Thee and thy legions ; yelling they shall fly, 
And beg to hide them in a herd of swine, «« 

Lest he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to tonuent sent before their time. 
Hail Son of the most High, heir of hoth worlds, 
Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now enter, and begin to save mankind. tx 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung victor, and from heaVnly feasts refresh'd 
Brought on his way with joy ; he unobserv'd 
Home to his motlier's house private retum'd. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES ON PARADISE LOST. 

B. I. ver. 46. Willi hideous niia and conCnsiim] So in an 
Ordor of the two Honacs, &c., in 1642, apud Clarendon's 
Hist. oftheReb. iii. M, ed. 1826. 'and thereby to bring the 
whole kingdom into nttsc ruin and cm^aaioti. A. Iti/ce. 
B. X. Ter. 313. ij lamdroas art 

Pontifical, a ridge ofpendesi roci] So Sannazari 
Epig. lib. i. E3. 

He JiKun^ arcUleclo 
' Jucundua gcminos fecit tibi, Sequana, ponies ; 
Jure tuum potes hunc dicere Pmlificem.' 
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